Subject Area: English Grade Level: 5 2024
Language Arts

Unit Name: Exploring Dates: September Time Frame: 2-3 Weeks

Identities & How They
Affect Understanding*

Lessons & Writing Activities:

This unit focuses on students getting to know themselves better and use that understandii:c 1o analyze
how they “see” texts. It includes discussion of how their personal backgrounds and biases cc+ affect
their comprehension of stories or poems. It is also a time to set up expectations for li'er=t., iearning for
the upcoming school year.

Lesson 1: Getting to Know You
Rationale: In the beginning of a school year, it is important for students and ‘eachers to participate in

various “getting to know you” activities in order to build relationships as we!" os collect data about
children’s reading lives. Students will complete an initial self-assessment \=garding the types of books
they like to read, where they go for information about new books, et~. Thz teacher will then read and
lead a discussion using the text, All are Welcome by Alexandra Pentola.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: SL.PE.5.1, SL 1.5.2, SL.AS.5.6

Skills & Strategies: Speaking to Communicate, Listering =2nd Responding, Engaging in
Discussion/Collaborating

Lesson 2: Reflecting on Our Identities '
Rationale: In order to build a strong clacsrcom community, it is important to celebrate differences

related to our identities. This lesson il jive students a chance to reflect on who they are and what
makes them unique. They will discu:ss the definition of “identity” and create an identity web. Guiding
questions include: What is idsatiy » What can we see about a person’s identity? What can we not see?

Resources: Creating a | 2a1.0ing Environment Where All Kids Feel Valued; Being the Change by Sara
K. Ahmed

New Jersey Sturiont Learning Standards: SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6

Skills & Straiegies: Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in
Discussio:/Cullaborating

Lesson 3: Reflecting on Our Identities Il
Rationale: This lesson continues the work begun previously and incorporates the use of The Day You

Beqin by Jacqueline Woodson. Students will discuss the text and relate it to their own experiences with
identity. They will then complete a written response relating their lives to the characters’ experiences.
Guiding questions include: How does a person’s identity affect their relationships and the ability to build
relationships with others? How can our assumptions lead to miscategorizing one’s identity?



https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/566789/all-are-welcome-by-alexandra-penfold-illustrated-by-suzanne-kaufman/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/creating-learning-environment-where-all-kids-feel-valued
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e09970.aspx
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/299104/the-day-you-begin-by-jacqueline-woodson-illustrated-by-rafael-lopez/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/299104/the-day-you-begin-by-jacqueline-woodson-illustrated-by-rafael-lopez/

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI.5.2, RL.MF.5.6, W.AW.5.1, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1,
SL.Il.5.2, SL.AS.5.6

Skills & Strategies: Using Schema, Determining Importance, Speaking to Communicate, Listening
and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating, Literary Response/Opinion Writing

Lesson 4: Creating a Vision Statement & Class Mission Statement
Rationale: Creating class vision and mission statements can help bring about community and

encourage students to embrace their peers and their strengths/weaknesses. While connecting v
personal identity, students will work together to create a vision of who they would like to baccmc auring
the school year -- specifically, characteristics of model students and community members. 1hey then
will use this to write a mission statement for the class. Discussion will include personai guals, strengths,
weaknesses, and ways to achieve as an academic and peer.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Respondira E.igaging in
Discussion/Collaborating

Rationale: Students will participate in a research project focus:iag on the history of their names that
begins with a reading and discussion of The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi. The project includes using
web-based resources to discover information about or'4in, variants, popularity in various countries, etc.
They then will produce a final product incorporating t2eir findings. Guiding questions include: How do
our names connect with our identities? Why is i* irnoortant to honor each other's names by pronouncing
them correctly? Note: To remain sensitive tu tiho backgrounds of all learners, parent/guardian interviews
may be an option, but should not be requirzd cr the only option as not all children have a nuclear
family. Students could select from several ‘asks in order to gather information, for example, with
interviews as one of them; others couu' it.zlude more extensive research on name origins.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI.5.2, RL.PP.5.5, W.IW.5.2, SL.PE.5.1, SL.11.5.2,
SL.P1.5.4, SL.AS.5.6

Skills & Strategies: !sing Schema, Visualizing, Making Inferences, Speaking to Communicate,
Listening and Recr.oi.7'ng, Engaging in Discussion/Collaboration, Writing About Text, Research

Lesson 6: iJe.ctty & Stories |
Rationa!~: Students will read and discuss Fauja Singh K ing: The Tr

Persaon ‘o \zver Run a Marathon by Simran Jeet Singh. Students will discuss the text and relate it to
ther: o.vn experiences with identity. They will then use the theme and plot of the story to identify
pe.sonal goals for the school year related to academics as well as personal growth. Guiding questions
include: How do our identities affect our understanding of a story?

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI.5.2, RL.MF.5.6, W.AW.5.1, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1,
SL.AS.5.6

Skills & Strategies: Using Schema, Questioning, Making Inferences, Speaking to Communicate,
Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating



https://www.prindleinstitute.org/books/the-name-jar/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/606437/fauja-singh-keeps-going-by-simran-jeet-singh-illustrated-by-baljinder-kaur/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/606437/fauja-singh-keeps-going-by-simran-jeet-singh-illustrated-by-baljinder-kaur/

| 7: Identity & Stories Il
Rationale: Students will read and discuss The Proudest Blue: A Story of Hijab and Family by Ibtihaj
Muhammad and S.K. Ali. Students will discuss the text and relate it to their own experiences with
identity. Connections between previous texts will be explored. They then complete a guote analysis
task focusing on the words of former First Lady Michelle Obama; extension activities may also be
completed using sample personal narratives from Facing History and Ourselves (see link). Guiding
questions include: What does the author want me to know about them, their life, and the world? How is
this influenced by my identity?

Resources: Facing History and Ourselves

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI.5.2, RL.MF.5.6, W.AW.5.1, WRW.5.7 SL Pc.5.1,
SL.AS.5.6

Skills & Strategies: Using Schema, Determining Importance, Speaking to Commui.icate, Listening
and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating, Literary Response/Opii.ioi. ‘Writing

Lesson 8: Identity & Affirming Our Beliefs
Rationale: Students will create “I| Am” poems after reading and dizcuscing L Am Every Good Thing by

Derrick Barnes. In doing so, they will affirm their beliefs regardir g \heir identities, goals and dreams.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI.5.2, RI.MF.5.6, W.AW.5.1, WRW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1,
SL.AS.5.6

Skills & Strategies: Analyzing Poetry, Synthesizing, Speaking to Communicate, Listening and
Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating. »?oetry Writing

Assessment:

Observations, Teacher-Student Cor.feznces, Student-Student Conferences, Turn-and-Talks, Written
Reading Responses, Readinc N2fezook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Formative Assessment
Note Sheets, Student Performaice Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Reading
Strategies Checklists

Differentiate Instiuction (For 504s, MLLs, IEPs, Students at Risk, Gifted
Students):

Will vary ar<orriing to student readiness/interest/learning profile:

Presenatorn Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)
» Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
< Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and visual and multimedia instead of reading
print versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)



https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/CLPE-Teaching-Notes-for-The-Proudest-Blue.pdf
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/back-school-2020-building-community-connection-and-learning/activities-remote-hybrid-start/becoming-ourselves
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/back-school-2020-building-community-connection-and-learning/activities-remote-hybrid-start/becoming-ourselves
https://www.facinghistory.org/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/594506/i-am-every-good-thing-by-derrick-barnes-illustrated-by-gordon-c-james/

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Presentation Accommodations (504)

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and visual and multimedia i1s.ead of reading
print versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger p.int zize

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory ticinei, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in prepaiing tor assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal ma:aric!, such as word webs and visual organizers

Use manipulatives to teach or demnnctrate concepts

Have curriculum materials transiaw>d into native language

Response Accommodations (5(4, L, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)

Use sign language, a ~cn.munication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers iv 2 scribe

Capture respzinses on an audio recorder

Use a speliing Hlictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a w.rd processor to type notes or give responses in class

Resp»rid directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Respoi'se Accommodations (504)

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)




Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Setting Accommodations (504)

Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a ci.air’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a tas!

Timing Accommodations (504)

Take more time to complete a task or a tesi
Have extra time to process oral informaticr and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after cc mp.'2ting a task

Scheduling Accommodations (504. ML IcP)

Take more time to complete a precject

Take a test in several time d sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test i o aifferent order

Take a test at a spocific .ime of day

Scheduling Accomrr odaiions (504)

Take more tin= to complete a project
Take a tst 11 several timed sessions or over several days
Take szctions of a test in a different order

a<e a test at a specific time of day

O:yai.ization Skills Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Organization Skills Accommodations (504)

Use an alarm to help with time management
Mark texts with a highlighter




e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications (504, MLL, IEP, G & T Students)
Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter or longer papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Assignment Modifications (504)

Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter or longer papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications (504, MLL, IEP, G & T Students)
e Learn different material (such as moving ahead to an extension cc:io2pt/skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill)
Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the -.na for classmate
Modified content based on ability level (reading level. higi.zr-ievel thinking questions, etc.)

Curriculum Modifications (504)
e Learn different material (such as moving ahead to =n extension concept/skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different =:{cndard than the one for classmate
o Modified content based on ability leve: (reading level, higher-level thinking questions, etc.)

9.1, 9.2, 9.4 Career Readiness, '.i7e Literacies, and Key Skills:

e Throughout the unit, discus.iuns pertaining to writing careers (authors, publishers, illustrators,
etc.) are infused to brinc aczut awareness. This includes roles, required education/training,
how passion and s«ill con lead to selecting a desirable/fruitful career in the field, etc. Possible
activities:

o Author visivs (virtual or in-person)
o Authcr studies
o Witig to authors, illustrators, or publishers
o Clacs discussions of career responsibilities related to writing
m Financial aspects of writing or illustrating (i.e. what is an advance? common
misconceptions about earnings, balancing personal finances and passion for
the field, etc.)
m Authors giving back to their communities (volunteering, book signings at local
independent bookstores, etc.)
* 9.1 5.CT.1: Identify and gather relevant data that will aid in the problem-solving process (e.g.,
2.1.5.EH .4, 4-ESS3-1, 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2)
*9.4.5.DC.1: Explain the need for and use of copyrights. « 9.4.5.DC.2: Provide attribution according to
intellectual property rights guidelines using public domain or creative commons media. * 9.4.5.DC.3:
Distinguish between digital images that can be reused freely and those that have copyright restrictions.

Additional Interdisciplinary Activities: Social Studies/History:



https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/clicks/Docs/2020NJSLS-9.1FinancialLiteracy.pdf

6.1.5.HistoryCC.4: Use evidence to document how the interactions among African, European, and
Native American groups impacted their respective cultures.

6.1.5.HistoryCC.6: Use multiple sources to make evidence-based inferences on the impact of
European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New
Jersey

6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.c: Use geographic tools and resources to investigate how conflicts and alliances
among European countries and Native American groups impacted the expansion of American ter itc-y.

e Examining the “Real” Thanksgiving Lesson - Infusion of non-fiction and concepts freim ris unit
to take place as a spiral review in November using Kate Messner’s History Smashe.s: The
Mayflower and other supporting resources. Connections between identity unit should also be
made during this time.

* - Throughout the school year, students will recognize, read about, discuss, and resea.<h diverse celebrations such
as Hispanic Heritage Month, American Indian Heritage Month, Black History Month, vwvomen’s History Month, Asian
Pacific Islander Month, Holi, PRIDE Month, Juneteenth, Ramadan, etc. Both fizuon .nd non-fiction texts will be used
along with visual media (pictures, illustrations, videos). Discussions will conn-t back to the identity unit as well.

Subject Area: English Grade Leve!- 5 2024
Language Arts

Dates: Seniember-Early Time Frame: 2-3 Weeks

Unit Name: Reading - Cctober

Launching

Lessons & Writing Activitics:
Interactive Read Alouo ‘.essons

I esson ] ]Mhat i§ a ?Ei -lng !Mg[lsshgpq
Rationale: Readiny v:<.rkshop is the time of day to nurture and support readers while learning the
power of readina. St'dents will learn about the structure, expectations, and routines.

New Jerse, Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.CI.5.2, SL.PE.5.1, SL.I1.5.2, SL.UM.5.5,
SL.AS.54,! WF.5.2, LKL.5.1, L.VL.5.2, WRW.5.7

S«i's % Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Using Schema, Making Inferences, Speaking
to ~.ommunicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating

Lesson 2: Considering Our Reading ldentities
Rationale: Readers develop an understanding of their unique identities. Students will reflect on their

interests and histories as readers. Discussions connecting identity unit should be woven within the
lesson.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.CI.5.2, SL.PE.5.1, SL.I1.5.2, SL.UM.5.5,
SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2, LKL.5.1, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structures, Using Schema, Determining Importance,
Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating

Lesson 3: Crafting a Reading Life
Rationale: Readers are individuals with different strengths, challenges, and interests. Students will ¢sz

their own identities to self-select texts across genres and grow their thinking in different ways.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.Cl.5.2, SL.PE.5.1, SL.P1.5.4, SL UM.5.5,
SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2, LKL.5.1, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Using Schema, Determirin,j Importance,

2

Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Coiaborating

Lesson 4: Understanding Means Thinking
Rationale: Readers pay attention to their thinking to know that the:s ui.derstand what they read and to

clear up confusion. Students will learn that when meaning breal s ('own, they have to do reading work
to clear up confusion, including rereading and slowing dow:1.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RI.TS.5.4, SL.PE.5.1, SL.P1.5.4, SL.UM.5.5,
SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2, L.KL.5.1, L.VL.5.2, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Questioning, Making Inferences,, Monitoring and Repairing Comprehension,
Finding Word Meaning (Vocabulary), Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging
in Discussion/Collaborating

Lesson 5: Activating Schema

Rationale: Readers use a varicty Of strategies to understand their reading, find meaning in texts, and
build stamina as readers. Sudents will activate schema, or prior knowledge, before reading to help
them make connections anJ build understanding. Discussions should include how one’s background
and life experiences can aiiect schema and how that may influence the reader’s interpretation of
the text.

New Jersey Suiaznt Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.CI.5.2, RL.PP.5.5, SL.PE.5.1, SL.1.5.2,
SL.PI.5.4, SL UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2, LKL.5.1, L.VL.5.2, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Straegies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Using Schema, Visualizing, Making
Infe er.~es, Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in
Di 2ussion/Collaboration, Writing About Text

Lesson 6: The Power of Conversation

Rationale: Readers come together to have conversations in order to both share thinking and grow
ideas together. Students will learn how to follow a clear protocol during conversations. Attention should
be paid to wording and how language can have both a positive and negative effect on others in terms
of bias, gender-identity, ableism, ethnicity, etc.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.C1.5.2, SL.PE.5.1, SL.I1.5.2, SL.ES.5.3,
SL.P1.5.4, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2, L.KL.5.1, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Using Schema, Visualizing, Making
Inferences, Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in
Discussion/Collaborating

Rationale: When readers know they will be discussing a text, they prepare for conversation by
collecting their thinking and questions. Students will learn how to use a repertoire of strateqics > begin
conversations.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.CI1.5.2, SL.PE.5.1, SL.I1.5.2, 3L.ES.5.3,
SL.P1.5.4, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, L. WF.5.2, L.KL.5.1, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Using Schema, Questioning, Making Inferences, Speai-ing to Communicate,
Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating

Lesson 8: Growing Ideas Through Conversation
Rationale: Readers grow ideas about their reading by talking to uiner readers. Students will use

different conversational moves, like asking questions and using, textual evidence, to develop, support,
and defend an idea about a text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.C 1, RL.CI1.5.2, SL.PE.5.1, SL.I1.5.2, SL.ES.5.3,
SL.PI1.5.4, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2,L.K. 5.1, WRW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Making Inferences, Dater mining Importance, Synthesizing, Speaking to
Communicate, Listening and Responding, Erigaging in Discussion/Collaborating

Mini-L

Lesson 1: Studying Oursclves as Readers

Rationale: Readers riced to have an understanding of their pace and stamina when reading in order to
develop a clearer ~ens. of themselves as readers. Students will track the time and amount they read to
gather data for t:eir swn reflection.

New Jerscy Swudent Learning Standards: SL.PE.5.1, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2, L.KL.5.1,
W.RW.E.7

£kil's . Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Monitoring and Repairing Comprehension

Lesson 2: Making a Plan for Ourselves as Readers

Rationale: Readers have both short-term and long-term plans for their reading lives. Students will keep
a running list of books to read in order to develop their reading identities and build independence as
readers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.IT.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, L. WF.5.2,




L.KL.5.1, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Determining Importance, Synthesizing, Using Schema

Lesson 3: Book Talks

Rationale: Readers share books with each other and get recommendations from other readers.
Students will understand the importance of book recommendations, begin a procedure for keeping
track of interesting titles, and identify a book that would warrant a “book talk.”

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.Cl.5.2, RL.IT.5.3, RL.PP.5.5, SI.®PZ.0.1,
SL.I1.5.2, SL.ES.5.3, SL.PI1.5.4, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2. L.KL.5.1, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Determining Importance, Synthesizing, Speaking to Communicate, '_istening and
Responding, Writing About Reading

Lesson 4: Partner Talk
Rationale: Readers talk with partners about their thinking regarding tne:- reading in order to support
comprehension. Students will jot down ideas and share with a pariner using conversation protocol.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, SI."E.b5.1, SL.I1.5.2, SL.ES.5.3, SL.P1.5.4,
SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2, L.KL.5.1, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Questioning, Making Inferences, Tetermining Importance, Speaking to
Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging :n Discussion/Collaborating

L n 5: Elemen f

Rationale: Readers of fiction pay attzitic-i to story elements to monitor understanding and help build
the world of the story. Students wil! iacrufy the elements of a story as a strategy for supporting
comprehension.

New Jersey Student Lear. ing Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.C1.5.2, RL.IT.5.3, RL.TS.5.4, SL.PE.5.1,
SL.Il.5.2, SL.ES.5.3, SL.P1.5.4, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, L.WF.5.2, L.KL.5.1, LVL.5.2, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategics: T<xt and Genre Features/Structure, Making Inferences, Monitoring and Repairing
Comprehension

Lesscr 6: Examining Characters
Rauoi.2le: Readers of fiction examine and analyze characters. Students will compare and contrast

chcracters and plot events to develop a deeper understanding of the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.Cl.5.2, RL.IT.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.11.5.2,
SL.ES.5.3, SL.PI.5.4, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6,LWF.5.2, L. KL.5.1, L.VL.5.2, WRW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Making Inferences, Determining Importance, Synthesizing




Lesson 7: Reviewing Reading Data
Rationale: Readers reflect on their notes and reading logs to gain insight into their habits and

behaviors as readers. Students will reflect on their reading logs to better understand their own stamina
and pacing and the circumstances that best support their reading.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: SL.PE.5.1, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, L WF.5.2, L.KL.5.1,
W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Making Inferences, Synthesizing

Lesson 8: Uncovering the Meaning of a Poem
Rationale: Readers of poetry build their understanding by using a variety of strategies fo: irferring.

Students will do a close reading of a poem to determine what the poet is really saying.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.CI1.5.2, RL.IT.5.3, R. 13.5.4, RL.PP.5.5,
SL.PE.5.1, SL.IL.5.2, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2, L.KL.5.1, L.VL.5.2, L.VI.3.5, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Making Inferences, Synthesizing, Monitoring and Fkenairing Comprehension,
Writing About Reading

Lesson 9: Finding the Main Idea in Non-Fiction
Rationale: Readers of non-fiction have an understanding of the features and structures of non-fiction

texts. Students will determine the main idea of a text L)" using their knowledge of features and
structures.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards. k. Cix.5.1, RI.CI.5.2, RLIT.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.1.5.2,
SL.ES.5.3, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2 L KL.5.1, W.RW.5.7

Skills & Strategies: Making Inferencez, Cetermining Importance, Synthesizing

Lesson 10: Setting Goals "nd Making Plans
Rationale: Readers consisieiitly set goals and make plans. Students will reflect on themselves as

readers and set goals for uieir future reading work. Individual goal making will take place on a monthly
basis throughout tke 2-hool year and offer students opportunities to reflect on their progress, adjust or
create new goals, a4 et plans for ways to achieve such goals.

New Jersey Siudent Learning Standards: SL.PE.5.1, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6, L. WF.5.2, L.KL.5.1,
W.RW.5.7

S«n's % Strategies: Making Inferences, Synthesize

Assessment:

Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences, Turn-and-Talks, Written
Reading Responses, Reading Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Formative Assessment
Note Sheets, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reading Logs, Reflection Sheets, Goal
Sheets, Reading Strategies Checklists, Summative Assessment, District Benchmark




Rubric:

Student Performance Checklist
Where are My Students in the Reading Process? (Formative Assessment Note Sheet)
My Reading Life: Reflection and Goals

Differentiate Instruction (For 504s, MLLs, IEPs, Students at Risk, Gifted
Students):

Will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile:

Presentation Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Stuacnts)

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and visual and raultimedia instead of reading
print versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in . ‘arger print size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nnaime.h Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auitory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes wit% one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lect. re notes

Be given a study guide to assst 1 preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of v =rhal material, such as word webs and visual organizers

Use manipulatives to teaci: or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum matencls translated into native language

Presentation Accommc dations (504)

® Y o o

Listen to auv-lic recordings instead of reading text

Learn comont from audio books, movies, videos and visual and multimedia instead of reading
print versisns

Use anernate texts at lower readability level

Vi with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Jse magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments




e Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
e Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)

e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other

than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Response Accommodations (504)

e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, ¢ native language other

than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses i'i c'ass
Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on ai. answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students c* risk, G & T Students)

Work or take a test in a different setting, su:a <2 a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, ne=~the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exe:~ise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quictly get their energy out)

e Use noise buffers such as heauphones, earphones, or earplugs

Setting Accommodations (504,

Work or take a te:st in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he !2ans best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use speci=l nghting or acoustics

Take a tst 11 simall group setting

Use <ensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fiaaevy kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

e Use i 0ise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Tihiing Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Timing Accommodations (504)
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions




Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP)

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Scheduling Accommodations (504)

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Organization Skills Accommodations (504)

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a bc ok o7 planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications (504, MLL, IEP, O « T Students)

Complete fewer or different horev ‘oik problems than peers
Write shorter or longer papers

Answer fewer or different iest yuestions

Create alternate projc~ts or assignments

Assignment Modificatirin s 1504)

Complete fewar o different homework problems than peers
Write sho*er ¢ longer papers

Answer ‘ewcr or different test questions

Creale alternate projects or assignments

Currictluin v odifications (504, MLL, IEP, G & T Students)

Learn different material (such as moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Modified content based on ability level (reading level, higher-level thinking questions, etc.)

Curriculum Modifications (504)

Learn different material (such as moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill)




e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate
e Modified content based on ability level (reading level, higher-level thinking questions, etc.)

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
8.1.5.DA.1: Collect, organize, and display data in order to highlight relationships or support a claim.

e Throughout the unit, discussions pertaining to writing careers (authors, publishers, iiiLsuators,
etc.) are infused to bring about awareness. This includes roles, required educatiorn/ti2ining,
how passion and skill can lead to selecting a desirable/fruitful career in the fi2ld ¢!c. Possible
activities:
Author visits (virtual or in-person)
Author studies
Writing to authors, illustrators, or publishers
Class discussions of career responsibilities related to writ.ng
m Financial aspects of writing or illustrating (i.e. *vhc<t 1s an advance? common
misconceptions about earnings, balancing rerscinal finances and passion for
the field, etc.)

m Authors giving back to their commuritie s ( rolunteering, book signings at local
independent bookstores, etc.)

o

o O O

Additional Interdisciplinary Activities:

e Vocabulary Instruction: Non-Fiction Aricics Related to the Sciences and Social Studies -
Zaner-Bloser Word Wisdom, 2017.

Subject Area: Engl.<h | Grade Level: 5 2024
Language Arts (El.~)

. . . Dates: October - January | Time Frame: 12-14 Weeks
Unit Name: eading -

Fi~tion

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Inlworactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: What is Fiction?
Rationale: Readers understand that there are many types of fiction that share similar characteristics.
Students will learn that the purpose of all types of fiction is to entertain readers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, SL.PE.5.1, SL.I1.5.2, SL.AS.5.6, L.KL.5.1,
L.VL.5.2



https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/clicks/Docs/2020NJSLS-9.1FinancialLiteracy.pdf

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Questioning, Monitoring and Repairing
Comprehension, Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in
Discussion/Collaborating

L n2:Th r re of Fiction
Rationale: Readers understand that fiction is often structured chronologically. Students will pay
attention to the overall structure and how scene changes signal chronological movement.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, SL.PE.5.1, SL.I1.5.2, SL.AS.5.6, L.RF 5.0

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structures, Using Schema, Making Infererice. Speaking
to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating

Lesson 3: Elements of a Story
Rationale: Readers pay attention to the elements of a story to build their u:iderstanding. Students will

identify elements as they read and develop their thinking about them.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.IT.5.2 C: .PE.5.1, SL.ES.5.3, SL.AS.5.6,
L.KL.5.1,L.VL.5.2, L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure. ‘vlaking Inferences, Determining Importance,
Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, i:ngaging in Discussion/Collaborating

L n 4: Analyzing Char r
Rationale: Readers analyze characters kv p.2ying attention to their actions, thoughts, and dialogue.
Students will identify details that reve.l whe characters’ traits.

New Jersey Student Learning S'zndards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.IT.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.ES.5.3, SL.AS.5.6,
L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Using S-hema, Visualizing, Making Inferences, Speaking to Communicate,
Listening and Respondin> =ngaging in Discussion/Collaborating

Lesson 5: Ex2louring Point of View
Rationale. Re:aders pay attention to who is narrating the story and consider how the narrator

influences ho.v the story is told and how that may influence the reader’s interpretation of the text..
Stuients will consider how who is telling the story affects what story is told.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.IT.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.ES.5.3, SL.AS.5.6,
L.KL.5.1,L.VL.5.2, L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Questioning, Visualizing, Making Inferences,
Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating, Writing
About Text




Lesson 6: Identifying Theme
Rationale: Readers of fiction recognize that stories address particular themes. Students will consider
which themes are addressed in a variety of text types and support their reasonings with evidence.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.CI.5.2, RL.IT.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.11.5.2,
SL.ES.5.3, SL.P1.5.4, SL.AS.5.6, L.KL.5.1, L.VL.5.2, L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Determining Importance, Synthesizing, Speaking to Communicate, Listening ai'd
Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating

Mini-Lessons

Lesson 1: Building the World of the Story
Rationale: Readers actively construct understanding at the beginning of a siary. Students will pay
attention to the elements of a story and ask questions to check for unders.z.1ling as they begin a story.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.CI.5.2, 2L |1.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.11.5.2,
SL.ES.5.3, SL.PI1.5.4, SL.AS.5.6, L.KL.5.1, L.VL.5.2, L.VI.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Lsir.7 Schema, Questioning, Making
Inferences, Monitoring and Repairing Comprehension

Lesson 2: Passing of Time
Rationale: Readers of fiction understand tha: thzre are a variety of ways that writers show the passage

of time. Students will identify a variety of «vay< that writers signal time passing to build their
understanding of a story.
New Jersey Student Learning S‘andards: RL.CR.5.1, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6

Skills & Strategies: Text c nd Gr.nre Features/Structure, Making Inferences, Synthesizing

Lesson 3: Words Can Mlake Time Pass
Rationale: Recaurs of fiction understand that there are a variety of ways that writers show the passage
of time. Stu7<.te will identify temporal words, phrases, and sentences that show the passage of time.

New .lersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.IT.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Finding Word Meaning (Vocabulary)

Lesson 4: Characters Come in All Shapes and Sizes
Rationale: Readers understand that there are different types of characters that play different roles in

stories. Students will identify different types of characters (round, flat, dynamic, static, sympathetic,
minor, major, protagonist, antagonist) and discuss character development based on actions, thoughts,
and dialogue used within various texts. Include perspective-taking by attending to how characters might




think and feel to support understanding emotions and thoughts.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.IT.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.ES.5.3, SL.AS.5.6,
L.KL.5.1,L.VL.5.2, L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Making Inferences, Synthesizing

Lesson 5: Examining Conflict

Rationale: Readers of fiction understand that there are different types of conflict present in fictior.
Students will analyze fiction stories to identify the type of conflict present in order to undeictaiq iiow it
affects the plot and characters.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.CI1.5.2, RL.IT.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.ES.5.3,
SL.AS.5.6, L.KL.5.1,L.VL.5.2, L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Making Inferences, De*ermining Importance,
Synthesizing

Lesson 6: Examining Plot Structure

Rationale: Readers of fiction need to understand plot structu: = in order to comprehend the text.
Students will create and use a visual representation of a ulot diagram to understand plot development
and to monitor and deepen their understanding.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI 5.2, RL.IT.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.11.5.2, SL.P1.5.4,
SL.AS.5.6, L.RF.54,L.KL.5.1,L.VL.5.2, L.RF.5.2

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Featur s, Structure, Determining Importance, Synthesizing

Lesson 7: Navigating a Play
Rationale: Readers encourter & variety of types of fiction, including plays. Readers of drama

understand how the elemcnte of a story are incorporated differently in plays. Students will determine
how the elements of drai.»a and the elements of a story are portrayed in a play.

New Jersey Stunwnt Lirarning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, SL.PE.5.1, SL.I1.5.2, SL.UM.5.5, SL.AS.5.6,
L.KL.5.1,LVL5K.2

Skills & Siravegies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Synthesizing

Lesson 8: Dealing with Difficulty
Rationale: Readers of fiction expect to meet challenges. Readers confront unfamiliar vocabulary words

and use a range of strategies to uncover meaning. Students will determine the meaning of unfamiliar
words and multiple-meaning words.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, SL.PE.5.1, SL.I1.5.2, SL.AS.5.6, L.KL.5.1,
L.VL.5.2,L.VI.5.3, L.RF.5.3




Skills & Strategies: Using Schema, Questioning, Monitoring and Repairing Comprehension, Finding
Word Meaning (Vocabulary)

Lesson 9: Uncovering Theme
Rationale: Readers uncover themes of a story in order to build a deeper understanding of the story

and the world. Students will determine a theme of a fiction story by analyzing details of the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.CI.5.2, SL.PE.5.1, SL.I1.5.2, SL.ES.5 3,
SL.P1.5.4, SL.AS.5.6

Skills & Strategies: Making Inferences, Determining Importance, Synthesizing

Lesson 10: Comparing Themes Across Texts
Rationale: Readers connect stories by determining common themes. Stude: ts will compare stories
and plot events as well as their connection to a shared theme.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.5.1, RL.CI.5.2, 2L |1.5.3, SL.PE.5.1, SL.11.5.2,
SL.ES.5.3, SL.PI1.5.4, SL.AS.5.6

Skills & Strategies: Determining Importance, Synthesizing

Assessment:

Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences, Turn-and-Talks, Written
Reading Responses, Reading Notebook Che~ki'sts, Self-Assessment Tools, Formative Assessment
Note Sheets, Student Performance Chec! lis:s, Sticky Notes, Reading Logs, Reflection Sheets, Goal
Sheets, Reading Strategies Checklis.z, Curamative Assessment, District Benchmark, Writing: Text
Dependent Questions, Book Clubs

Rubric:

Grade 5 Text Dependent (uestion Rubric
Grade 5 Essay Wriiing Rubric

Summative Asscssiend ltem Analysis

Differzn‘icte Instruction (For 504s, MLLs, IEPs, Students at Risk, Gifted
Stuuents):

Wili vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile:

Presentation Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and visual and multimedia instead of reading
print versions
e Use alternate texts at lower readability level



https://docs.google.com/document/d/10OJPq7AXwVNvVlDfqdZqFqoP8zpFGiSLp9-6dQJqE9g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1V2oGqyffQPtZ3jqyiPNC0SrsuEs8a6m5v7xACiELrDg/edit

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizcrs
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Presentation Accommodations (504)

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and visual and r.zuitimedia instead of reading
print versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials ir: 2 1arger print size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nenicth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class rotcs vith one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lerw.= iotes

Be given a study guide to assist it preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations ot veioal material, such as word webs and visual organizers

Use manipulatives tc (2auh or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum n.<teria:s translated into native language

Response Accommcdauuns (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)

Use sign 'znyuage, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than Erglish

Dicta e answers to a scribe

Ccntire responses on an audio recorder

Use o spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Response Accommodations (504)

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker




e Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)

Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Setting Accommodations (504)

Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few disucctions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distiacuns)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be loops' aiound a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or cza.nlugs

Timing Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information anJ uirections
e Take frequent breaks, such as after comp'=2ting a task

Timing Accommodations (504)
o Take more time to complete a t=sk ai a test
e Have extra time to process cra! ir.formation and directions
e Take frequent breaks, sucn as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommoda.ions (504, MLL, IEP)

Take more time *o ~o:nplete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections - f a test in a different order

Take a ‘st «( a specific time of day

Scheduli:.1 * . ccommodations (504)

Take -nore time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)
Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner

Receive study skills instruction




Organization Skills Accommodations (504)

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications (504, MLL, IEP, G & T Students)
Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter or longer papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Assignment Modifications (504)

Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter or longer papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications (504, MLL, IEP, G & T Students)
e Learn different material (such as moving ahead to 1. exiension concept/skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill)
Get graded or assessed using a different stancard than the one for classmate
Modified content based on ability level (rea.’iny 'zvel, higher-level thinking questions, etc.)

Curriculum Modifications (504)
e Learn different material (such as maviny ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill}
Get graded or assessed usirg o uifferent standard than the one for classmate
Modified content based on ubuity level (reading level, higher-level thinking questions, etc.)

8.1 Computer Scienc~ & Uesign Thinking Technology:
8.1.5.DA.1: Collect, orgaii-e, and display data in order to highlight relationships or support a claim.

9.1, 9.2, 9.4 Cozect Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills:

e Throuoaout the unit, discussions pertaining to writing careers (authors, publishers, illustrators,
etc.) ¢ infused to bring about awareness. This includes roles, required education/training,
now nassion and skill can lead to selecting a desirable/fruitful career in the field, etc. Possible
acivides:
Author visits (virtual or in-person)
Author studies
Writing to authors, illustrators, or publishers
Class discussions of career responsibilities related to writing
m Financial aspects of writing or illustrating (i.e. what is an advance? common
misconceptions about earnings, balancing personal finances and passion for
the field, etc.)

m  Authors giving back to their communities (volunteering, book signings at local
independent bookstores, etc.)

o

O O O



https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/clicks/Docs/2020NJSLS-9.1FinancialLiteracy.pdf

Additional Interdisciplinary Activities:

e Vocabulary Instruction: Non-Fiction Articles Related to the Sciences and Social Studies -
Zaner-Bloser Word Wisdom, 2017 .
e Book Clubs: Focus on Empathy & Acceptance of All
o  Students work in groups over a period of four weeks to read, discuss, analyze, and
write about texts that include characters from different abilities (including the
neurodiverse), backgrounds, and cultures.
m Possible Texts* to Use:
e Stanley Will Probably Be Fine by Sally J. Pla - Neurodiverse Mai.
Character (Anxiety & Autism), Social Diversity Awareness, Incluson
e Finding Perfect by Elly Swartz - Main Character with Men.=l 1 'ealth
Concern (OCD), Social Diversity Awareness, Inclusion
e Kat Greene Comes Clean by Melissa Roske - Minor ChAiacter with
Mental Health Concern (OCD), Social Diversity Awareness, Inclusion
e Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes - Prejucicicm/Racism, Social
Diversity Awareness, Historical Contexts of Riqu'ry 'n America,
Inclusion
e fFront Desk/Three Keys by Kelly Yang - Iriigrant Family & Main
Character, Prejudicism/Racism, Pove: v, ilomelessness, Social
Diversity Awareness, Historical Contexts of Bigotry in America,
Inclusion
e Wishtree by Katherine Applzga‘e - Immigrant Characters,
Environmental Concerns, Preiudicism/Racism, Social Diversity
Awareness, Historical Contexis of Bigotry in America, Inclusion
e Kiki & Jacques: A Refuje> Story by Susan Ross - Immigrant
Characters, Prejuo’:is™/Racism, Poverty, Social Diversity Awareness,
Historical Conteyts o) 8igotry in America, Inclusion
e Wonder by R s. Paiacio - Main Character with Treacher-Collins
Syndrome, Jocial Diversity Awareness, Inclusion
e Fishin a I1ce oy Lynda Mullaly Hunt - Main Character with Dyslexia,
Social Diversity Awareness, Inclusion
e All /re Welcome Here by Alexandra Penfold - Prejudicism/Racism,
Sociai Diversity Awareness, Inclusion
< Cenyi, the Bad Day, and Me by Sally J. Pla - Neurodiverse Main
Character (Anxiety & Autism), Social Diversity Awareness, Inclusion
N The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson - Prejudicism/Racism,
Social Diversity Awareness
e Dreamers by Yuyi Morales - Prejudicism/Racism, Social Diversity
Awareness
e [et the Children March by Monica Clark-Robinson -
Prejudicism/Racism, Social Diversity Awareness
o [orget Me Not by Ellie Terry - Main Character with Tourettes, Diversity
and Inclusion
e The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson - Main Character with Mental
Health Concern (OCD & Anxiety), Social Diversity Awareness,
Inclusion
o The Benefits of Being an Octopus by Ann Braden - Social Diversity
Awareness, Food Insecurity, Inclusion
e When Stars are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed -
Social Diversity Awareness, Inclusion, Food/Home Insecurity,
Refugees

* These texts may also be used for interactive read aloud activities.




Subject Area: English Grade Level: 5
Language Arts (ELA)

Unit Name: Reading - Dates: January - May Time Frame: 12-14 Weeks

Non-Fiction

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: Introduction to Non-Fiction

Rationale: Readers need to understand the significance of non-fiction and how he aenre is different
from fiction. Students will learn about the different types of non-fiction and tho uiique elements within
various texts.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.TS.5.4, RI.MF.5.6, P'.(C1.5.8, SL.PE.5.1, L.VL.5.2

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Usii,g Sciiema, Speaking to Communicate,
Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collabcrating

Lesson 2: The Look of Reference Non-Fiction

Rationale: Readers of reference non-fictior. iuant.fy textual features and use them to locate and sort
information. Students will pay attention to ~an.mon features to help them navigate and make meaning
of texts.

New Jersey Student Learning St-n1~rds: RI.TS.5.4, RL.LMF.5.6, SL.PE.5.1, L.VL.5.2, L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Text end erre Features/Structures, Determining Importance, Speaking to
Communicate, Listening ar.1 Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating

Lesson 3: Stru~cuics uf Non-Fiction

Rationale: R:ede. s of non-fiction read with an awareness of text structures that assist them in
deepening u.2 understanding. Students will identify and understand different text structures to
comprehand nion-fiction texts. They will compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g.,
chror.o.nqy, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or
irforn.=tion in two or more texts.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.5.1, RI.TS.5.4, R.LMF.5.6, RI.CT.5.8, SL.PE.5.1,
L.VL.5.2

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Visualizing, Determining Importance,
Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating




Lesson 4: How Do We Read Non-Fiction?
Rationale: Readers of non-fiction ask themselves questions before, during, and after reading. Students
will ask questions to activate prior knowledge, build understanding, and monitor comprehension.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.5.1, RL.IT.5.3, RI.MF.5.6, SL.PE.5.1

Skills & Strategies: Using Schema, Questioning, Making Inferences, Speaking to Communicate,
Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating, Writing About Text

Lesson 5: Unlocking Unfamiliar Vocabulary
Rationale: Readers of non-fiction regularly come across unfamiliar words and phrases. Swda=nts will

use context clues and background information to determine the meaning of unfamiliac wn,4s.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.5.1, SL.PE.5.1, L.VL.5.2, 1 .P¥.5 3
Skills & Strategies: Using Schema, Making Inferences, Monitoring and Rep ain~>g Comprehension,

Finding Word Meaning (Vocabulary), Speaking to Communicate, Listening =nc Responding, Engaging
in Discussion/Collaborating

Lesson 6: Determining Author’s Purpose
Rationale: Readers of non-fiction determine the writer’s urpose for writing a text. Students will

consider how identifying an author’s purpose helps thei.» Ie arn about a topic.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.C= 5.7, RI.CI.5.2, RLIT.5.3, RI.PP.5.5, RI.MF.5.6,
SL.PE.5.1

Skills & Strategies: Questioning, Makinao I1.feiences, Determining Importance, Speaking to
Communicate, Listening and Respor.1ii.1, i_ngaging in Discussion/Collaborating, Writing About Text

. Main id
Rationale: Readers of nci>-tiction determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by
key details. Students will ‘dentify the main idea and supporting details in a non-fiction text.

New Jersey Stunwnt Learning Standards: RI.CI.5.2, RI.IT.5.3, RLAA.5.7, SL.PE.5.1

Skills & Strai:aies: Making Inferences, Determining Importance, Synthesizing, Speaking to
Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging in Discussion/Collaborating

Lesson 8: How We Check for Understanding
Rationale: Readers of non-fiction know how to monitor their understanding of a text. Students will

demonstrate their understanding of a text by summarizing key ideas.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.5.1, RI.C1.5.2, RLIT.5.3, RI.PP.5.5, R.LAA.5.7,
SL.PE.5.1, L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Visualizing, Determining Importance, Monitoring and Repairing Comprehension,




Finding Word Meaning (Vocabulary), Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responding, Engaging
in Discussion/Collaborating, Writing About Text

Mini-Lessons

Lesson 1: The Process of Reading Non-Fiction
Rationale: Readers approach non-fiction texts with a consistent process to build understanding.

Students will use questioning to activate background knowledge and build understanding during znd
after the read.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.5.1, SL.PE.5.1

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Using Schema, Making Inferences,
Determining Importance

Lesson 2: Navigating Non-Fiction

Rationale: Readers of non-fiction use the features on the page to fe niliarize themselves with a topic
and build schema prior to reading a text. Students will use text fectures to build their understanding and
deepen their comprehension.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.5.1, 5 1.TS.5.4, RI.LMF.5.6, RI.CT.5.8, SL.PE.5.1,
L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Sti»*z*ure, Using Schema, Making Inferences,
Determining Importance

Lesson 3: Determining the Main 'd~a
Rationale: Readers of non-ficticn -avst be able to distinguish between ordinate and subordinate

information. Students will iden.‘y 11e main idea and supporting details in a selected text.

New Jersey Student Leai nirig Standards: RI.CR.5.1, RI.CI.5.2, RL.IT.5.3, RI.TS.5.4, RI.MF.5.6,
RILAA5.7, SL.PE.5.1. LAVL.5.2

Skills & Stratea’as: Te't and Genre Features/Structure, Making Inferences, Determining Importance,
Synthesizing

1 es30n4; Problem and Solution Text Structure

Ra‘tonale: Readers of non-fiction understand that facts and information are organized in different
structures. Students will use text clues, or signal words, to identify the problem and solution structure
and support comprehension.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.5.1, RI.Cl.5.2, RI.IT.5.3, RI.TS.5.4, RI.MF.5.6,
RI.LAA.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, L.VL.5.2

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Making Inferences, Determining Importance,
Synthesizing




Lesson 5: Cause and Effect Text Structure

Rationale: Readers of non-fiction understand that facts and information are organized in different
structures. Students will use text clues, or signal words, to identify the cause and effect structure and
support comprehension.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CI1.5.2, RI.IT.5.3, R1.TS.5.4, R.LMF.5.6, RI.LAA.5.7,
SL.PE.5.1,L.VL.5.2

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Making Inferences, Determining 'nip2iwdnce

Lesson 6: Chronological Structure
Rationale: Readers of non-fiction read biographies with the understanding th~t ti-ey are usually

organized chronologically. Students will identify key events that illustrate the cigi.ificance of a featured
person’s life.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.5.1, RI.CI.5.2, R! IT.£.3, RI.TS.5.4, RI.MF.5.6,
RI.LAA.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, L.VL.5.2

Skills & Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Making Inferences, Determining Importance

Rationale: Literary non-fiction entertains and *zachers readers. When reading literary non-fiction,
readers enjoy a well-crafted story and learn aho.it the topic or subject. Students will extract factual
information from a story.

New Jersey Student Learning Star dads: RI.CR.5.1, RI.C1.5.2, R1.TS.5.4, RI.PP.5.5, RI.CT.5.8,
SL.PE.5.1,L.VL.5.2

Skills & Strategies: Text cnd Gr.nre Features/Structure, Making Inferences, Determining Importance

Lesson 8: Build:n. Yo :abulary
Rationale: Recaurs of non-fiction need to build their academic and content-specific vocabulary.
Students wi!' L<¢ strategies to figure out unknown words.

New .lersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.5.1, SL.PE.5.1, L.VL.5.2, L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Using Schema, Questioning, Monitoring and Repairing Comprehension, Finding
Word Meaning (Vocabulary)

I 9: Dealing with Difficul

Rationale: Readers of non-fiction monitor for understanding and use fix-up strategies to clear up
confusion. Students will focus on identifying confusion and using fix-up strategies in order to repair
comprehension.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CI.5.2, RI.LMF.5.6, SL.PE.5.1, L.VL.5.2, L.RF.5.3

Skills & Strategies: Making Inferences, Monitoring and Repairing Comprehension

Lesson 10: Growing Our Thinking
Rationale: Readers of non-fiction expand their knowledge of a topic by reading a variety of texts abc it

the same topic, integrating key information from those texts, and noting important
similarities/differences in the point of view they represent and how that may influence the
reader’s interpretation. Students will visit two texts about a shared topic and sort througi: snanarities
and differences to develop big ideas about the topic.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CI.5.2, RI.PP.5.5, RI.AA.5.7, RI.CT.5.8, SL.PE.5.1,
L.VL.5.2

Skills & Strategies: Synthesizing, Speaking to Communicate, Listening ancd Responding, Engaging in
Discussion/Collaborating, Writing About Text

Assessment:

Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Studeiit Cor ferences, Turn-and-Talks, Written
Reading Responses, Reading Notebook Checklists, Self-Aascssment Tools, Formative Assessment
Note Sheets, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Nofes, Reading Logs, Reflection Sheets, Goal
Sheets, Reading Strategies Checklists, Summative Assasorent, District Benchmark, Writing: Text
Dependent Questions

Rubric:

Grade 5 Text Dependent Question Ruuric
Grade 5 Essay Writing Rubric
Summative Assessment Item A a '3

Differentiate Instruction (For 504s, MLLs, IEPs, Students at Risk, Gifted
Students):

Will vary acczraing to student readiness/interest/learning profile:

Present>tice Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)
e 'isten to audio recordings instead of reading text
» Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and visual and multimedia instead of reading
print versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
e Be given a written list of instructions



https://docs.google.com/document/d/10OJPq7AXwVNvVlDfqdZqFqoP8zpFGiSLp9-6dQJqE9g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1V2oGqyffQPtZ3jqyiPNC0SrsuEs8a6m5v7xACiELrDg/edit

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Presentation Accommodations (504)

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and visual and multimedia ins‘ead of reading
print versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print cizc

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainc:, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one 2ncthe:

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparin fo: assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal materi>!, such as word webs and visual organizers

Use manipulatives to teach or demnnctrai2 concepts

Have curriculum materials translat~d \nto native language

Response Accommodations (504, w: L, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)

Use sign language, a com m.uiication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers tc 4 scr.oe

Capture responsex 0:1 an audio recorder

Use a spelling dicuonary or electronic spell-checker

Use a wori pracessor to type notes or give responses in class

Respor: directiy in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Respons< Accommodations (504)

Use :ign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)

Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions




Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Setting Accommodations (504)

Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chau s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
o Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Timing Accommodations (504)
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information anJ uirections
e Take frequent breaks, such as after comp'=2ting a task

Scheduling Accommodations (504, MLI_ IL°)

Take more time to complete a projoct

Take a test in several timed s.esiuns or over several days
Take sections of a test in i ditierent order

Take a test at a specii’c i 1e of day

Scheduling Accommociaiio.is (504)
e Take more tire to complete a project
Take a tec* in c2veral timed sessions or over several days
Take section.s of a test in a different order
Take = (est at a specific time of day

Organirat'or. Skills Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)
Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner

Receive study skills instruction

Organization Skills Accommodations (504)
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner




e Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications (504, MLL, IEP, G & T Students)
Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter or longer papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Assignment Modifications (504)
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
e Write shorter or longer papers
e Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications (504, MLL, IEP, G & T Students)
e Learn different material (such as moving ahead to an extension concep.'skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill)
Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the oric fo classmate
Modified content based on ability level (reading level, high=r-i=vel thinking questions, etc.)

Curriculum Modifications (504)
e Learn different material (such as moving ahead tc an extension concept/skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill)
Get graded or assessed using a different si::«nuzid than the one for classmate
Modified content based on ability level (re=2ng level, higher-level thinking questions, etc.)

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
8.1.5.DA.1: Collect, organize, and o0.5u:ay data in order to highlight relationships or support a claim.

9.1, 9.2, 9.4 Career Rradiress, Life Literacies, and Key Skills:

e Throughout the u i, discussions pertaining to writing careers (authors, publishers, illustrators,
etc.) are infused to bring about awareness. This includes roles, required education/training,
how passicn and skill can lead to selecting a desirable/fruitful career in the field, etc. Possible
activitias.
Author visits (virtual or in-person)
Author studies
Writing to authors, illustrators, or publishers
Class discussions of career responsibilities related to writing
m Financial aspects of writing or illustrating (i.e. what is an advance? common
misconceptions about earnings, balancing personal finances and passion for
the field, etc.)

m Authors giving back to their communities (volunteering, book signings at local
independent bookstores, etc.)

o]

o ¢ O

Additional Interdisciplinary Activities:



https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/clicks/Docs/2020NJSLS-9.1FinancialLiteracy.pdf

e Vocabulary Instruction: Non-Fiction Articles Related to the Sciences and Social Studies -
Zaner-Bloser Word Wisdom, 2017.

e Examining Historical Events: Use of Kate Messner’s History Smashers: Women’s Right to
Vote; Research Activities

e Addressing Climate Change: Use of non-fiction articles to analyze, discuss, and research
issues related to climate change and how individuals in your area can improve the
environment. Students could research issues related to the changing climate and propose

solutions.
Subject Area: English Grade Level: 5 2024
Language Arts (ELA)
D : - Time v :12-14
Unit Name: Writing - ates: October - January ime r\;g\eis

Narrative

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Lesson 1: What is a Narrative?

Rationale: Build excitement for this unit and for the journey o learning about narrative writing.
Students will begin to explore and understand the purpos:s and features of this writing mode as they
preview the mentor texts and closely read fiction pieces frcma the corresponding reading unit.
Resources can include listed texts as well as short >w01:25 from Scholastic Storyworks Magazine.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.X\\W.5.3, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L WF.4.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 2: Generating Ideas !: S.orvtelling
Rationale: Storytelling is ofter. ho.v writers gather ideas and support finding their voice. Students will

understand how telling stoiizs can help authors recall experiences and develop a clear sequence of
events in written pieces.

New Jersey Studer:t v earning Standards: W.NW.5.3, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L. WF.4.2,
L.KL.5.1

I . 3: Gu ing Id Il: Making C i to Published N .
Rai'oivale: Published narratives are great resources to help generate ideas and writing. Students will
enage effectively in collaborative discussions about the mentor text(s) in order to generate ideas for
writing their own pieces.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.5.3, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L WF.4.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 4: Collecting lll: Purpose and Audience



https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/9575-climate-change-grade-5-blended-lesson-plan/view

Rationale: There are many different reasons for writing a narrative. Before drafting, it is helpful to think
about intention and audience. Students will consider their purpose and begin thinking about how to
develop and organize a coherent piece of writing for an audience.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.5.3, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L.WF.4.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 5: Freewriting/Organizing
Rationale: Freewriting can open up new angles and unexplored ideas. Students will use this stra‘egy

to develop their stories and reflect on their focus and purpose. Alternatively, they may use 2 yrapiic
organizer to solidify ideas before drafting.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.5.3, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.€, LWF.4.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 6: Drafting |
Rationale: Writers dedicate time to telling their stories. Students wil' @ngage in several drafting

sessions and rely on their notes to support progression through the:: nieces.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.5.3, W.RV!'5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L WF.4.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 7: Drafting ll: Describing a Setting
Rationale: Writers of narratives often include detailed descriptions of when and where their story takes

place. Students will use narrative technic:'es such as dialogue, concrete words, and sensory details to
describe the main setting(s) in their n.orretives.

New Jersey Student Learning S'zndards: W.NW.5.3, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L WF.4.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 8: Drafting !'Il. The People in Your Story
Rationale: Characiars play a key role in narratives. Students will examine character relationships and
further develoy ci.2racters based on plot elements, actions, and dialogue.

New Jerse’ Situdent Learning Standards: W.NW.5.3, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L. WF.4.2,
L.KL.5."

Lesson 9: Drafting IV: Using Transition Words and Phrases
Rationale: Writers consider the sequence and organization of their stories when deciding how to tell

them. Students will observe a mentor text and how the author uses transition words and phrases to
manage the sequence of events. They then will go into their own writing to add words and phrases that
help bring movement and continuity to the plot.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.5.3, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L WF.4.2,




L.KL.5.1

the editing phase. Students will focus on capitalization (sentence start, proper nouns, etc.) and
punctuation rules while editing errors. Special attention should be made to punctuating dialogue.
Editing sessions should take place both independently as well as with a peer or teacher.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.5.3, WWP.5.4, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.0,
L.WF.4.2, L.KL.5.1

Lesson 11: Revising I: It’s All in the Details
Rationale: Revision involves looking at the draft from the perspective of readars. Scmetimes details

that we have in our heads or mind’s eye do not make it into the draft. Conveicely, sometimes we get so
bogged down in the details that we miss telling the story. Revision offers €. ciy writer a chance to
rethink what he or she has done to ensure that readers will understanc wr.at is written.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.5.3, WWP.5 4.\ RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6,
L.WF4.2, L.KL.5.1,L.VL.5.2,L.VI5.3

Lesson 12: Revising ll: Sentence Fluency
Rationale: Revision also includes analyzing sentonce fluency. Good writers know that a variety of

sentence types and lengths bring about a stro=g ~arrative. Students will look at their use of sentences
(declarative, interrogative, etc.) and their lengths (small, medium, and large) to ensure variety.

New Jersey Student Learning Stanla.1s. W.NW.5.3, WWP.5.4, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6,
L.WF.4.2, L.KL.5.1

Lesson 13: Publishing. 5ha.ing, & Reflection
Rationale: Stories are mcant to entertain and inspire. Students will engage in a sharing session

offering opportunitiec to discuss their writing with peers. Students will then reflect on their writing
experiences to uiiaarstend how they have grown as writers over time.

New Jerse:" LU*irdent Learning Standards: W.NW.5.3, WWP.5.4, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L. WF.4.2,
L.KL.5.1

Acsessment:

Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences, Turn-and-Talks, Written
Responses, Writer’s Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Written Pieces (Prompts), Summative Assessment, District
Benchmark, Writing: Text Dependent Questions

Rubric:




- Narrative Writing Rubri

Differentiate Instruction (For 504s, MLLs, IEPs, Students at Risk, Gifted
Students):

Will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile:

Presentation Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and visual and multimedia insieau of reading
print versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print si.=

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory traincer scund-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one aratne-

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparinc foc issessments

Use visual presentations of verbal materizi. such as word webs and visual organizers

Use manipulatives to teach or demonsir.te concepts

Have curriculum materials translateu im native language

Presentation Accommodations (50}

e 6 6 6 o o C o o

Listen to audio recordings i~stead of reading text

Learn content from ar«di> L,.coks, movies, videos and visual and multimedia instead of reading
print versions

Use alternate text~ a‘ lower readability level

Work with fewer .*e:ns per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnificaiion device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use aud’o «mpl/fication device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may re.juie teacher use of microphone)

Be g: /en a written list of instructions

racurd a lesson, instead of taking notes

riave another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers

Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vq9VUcTCvfyssjnAm2mQ0c6eEvuMjpQ5-xDu0_1c0iM/edit?usp=sharing

e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Response Accommodations (504)
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native langu.ge other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T {tudents)

Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet rco:.» with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher a.vay from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band thct c2n be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their zne. gy out)

e Use noise buffers such as headphones, € 2-phones, or earplugs

Setting Accommodations (504)

Work or take a test in a different sctting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for exar.iple, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small gi . setting

Use sensory tools ~uch us an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can \ick )i and quietly get their energy out)

e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accom:moautions (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Hcve extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take Srequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Tii.\ing Accommodations (504)
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP)
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days




e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day

Scheduling Accommodations (504)

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)
Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner

Receive study skills instruction

Organization Skills Accommodations (504)

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications (504, MLL, IEP, G & T Students)
Complete fewer or different homework probler iz 1:an peers
Write shorter or longer papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignme.ts

Assignment Modifications (504)

Complete fewer or different hiomework problems than peers
Write shorter or longer pajers

Answer fewer or diffe. 2rii "est questions

Create alternate p.~jecte or assignments

Curriculum Modifications (504, MLL, IEP, G & T Students)
e Learn diffrreit material (such as moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates
continu< to work on a core skill)
Get gradsd or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate
Modi'ed content based on ability level (reading level, higher-level thinking questions, etc.)

Cuw iculum Modifications (504)
e Learn different material (such as moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill)
Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate
Modified content based on ability level (reading level, higher-level thinking questions, etc.)

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
8.1.5.DA.1: Collect, organize, and display data in order to highlight relationships or support a claim.




9.1, 9.2, 9.4 Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills:

e Throughout the unit, discussions pertaining to writing careers (authors, publishers, illustrators,
etc.) are infused to bring about awareness. This includes roles, required education/training,
how passion and skill can lead to selecting a desirable/fruitful career in the field, etc. Possible
activities:

Author visits (virtual or in-person)

o

o Author studies
o Writing to authors, illustrators, or publishers
o Class discussions of career responsibilities related to writing
m Financial aspects of writing or illustrating (i.e. what is an advance® common
misconceptions about earnings, balancing personal finances an< pa.sion for
the field, etc.)
m  Authors giving back to their communities (volunteering, book signings at local
independent bookstores, etc.)
Subject Area: English Grade Level: 5 2024
Language Arts (ELA)
. . Weips Dates: Februan' - May Time Frame: 12 - 16
Unit Name: Writing - Weeks
Essay

Lessons & Writing Activities:
Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: Defining the Genrz: Iiiroduction and Thesis Statement
Rationale: Students will begin *o ¢ evelop an understanding of the essay genre and the purpose behind
the introduction and thesis ~taternent.

New Jersey Student Lec.:iing Standards: W.IW.5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L WF.5.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson_?: Defining the Genre: Implied Thesis Statement and Function of a Closing
Ration:le: Use The Table Where Rich People Sit by Byrd Baylor or other mentor text to help students

nouce how an author’s point of view or opinion is sometimes implied and how the closing of an essay
rei-forces the thesis.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L.WF.5.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 3: Defining the Genre: The Body
Rationale: Use A Quiet Place by Douglas Wood or other mentor text to highlight the body of the essay
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and how it provides readers with the information that supports the author’s thesis.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L. WF.5.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 4: Defining the Genre: Making Connections to Topics and Themes
Rationale: Students will explore how authors of the genre are very passionate about their topics anu

how they connect with their readers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, . '"W=.5.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 5: Defining the Genre: Internal Features

Rationale: Use the essay “Homework: Enough is Enough!” by Michelle Peteso:i or other mentor text
to review what students have learned about the genre and how authors usZ ianguage techniques to
engage their readers and support their thesis statements.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, WRW.5.7 C! PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L.WF.5.2,
L.KL.5.1

Mini-Lessons

Lesson 1: Generating Ideas |: Writer’s Star. e

Rationale: Essays are often written to explore _explain, or argue ideas on a single topic. Students will
consider these purposes as they genera'c ia-as for topics about which they are passionate and on
which they want to argue a particular cta,>ce or opinion.

New Jersey Student Learning Sandards: W.IW.5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L.WF.5.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 2: Gener=iu.2. :

Rationale: Essays can oe written to impart life lessons and share personal opinions. Students will
consider thesz puposes as they look to their personal stories to uncover meaningful moments in order
to generate ¢ c!zar focus for their essays.

New .'e sey student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L.WF.5.2,
L.A.b 1

Lesson 3: Generating Ideas lll: The Art of Persuasion

Rationale: Essays are often written to convince the public to support social issues. Students will
consider this purpose as they identify and examine social issues that they are passionate about and
have knowledge of in order to generate strong arguments for their essays.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L WF.5.2,




L.KL.5.1

L n 4: Selecting: Findin E

Rationale: Before selecting a topic for their essays, writers must first consider their purpose and the
audience for whom they are writing. Students will review their ideas to determine which idea best
reflects their intention and chosen audience.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L WF.5.?,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 5: Collecting I: Brainstorming
Rationale: Writers utilize a variety of strategies to collect information about their (apics. Students will
free write about their selected topics as a way to recall and gather relevant infarn ation.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.C.i. SL.AS.5.6, L. WF.5.2,
L.KL.5.1

Rationale: All essays include thesis statements. Develoying a thesis is an important part of the
collecting process. Students will finalize their thesis stat-ments in order to move forward with their
writing.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IV'/ 5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L.WF.5.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 7: Collecting lll: Facts a.~d Details to Support the Thesis
Rationale: Writers gather relevan facts and details to develop their topics. Students will use

brainstorming strategies ar i graphic organizers to collect information that will support their thesis
statements.

New Jersey Stude:.¢ Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, WWR.5.5, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6,
L.WF.5.2, L.KL.5 1

Lesscr 8: Collecting IV: Research: Primary and Secondary Sources
Rauoi.2le: Essay writers research their ideas for facts and details that support their thesis statements.

Students will determine what needs to be researched and how.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, WWR.5.5, W.SE.5.6, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1,
SL.AS.5.6, LWF.5.2, L.KL.5.1

Lesson 9: Collecting V: Outlining
Rationale: Essays are organized around a thesis. Outlining is one way to organize information that will




support a thesis.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L. WF.5.2,
L.KL.5.1

Lesson 10: Drafting I: Introduction

Rationale: An introduction that clearly states the writer’s opinion and supports his or her purpose is <n
integral component of any effective essay. Students will use an organizational structure to help th:m
craft an effective introduction for their essays that captures their readers’ attention.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, WWR.5.5, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1. 3L.AS3.5.6,
L.WF.5.2, L.KL.5.1

Lesson 11: Drafting ll: The Body of the Essay: Creating Topic Sentence.
Rationale: Essays are organized around a specific structure. Breaking do...1 each element of that

structure will support students in understanding and developing an effc ~tiv = essay. Students will write a
strong topic sentence for each paragraph.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, WWX.5.5, N.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6,
L.WF.5.2, L.KL.5.1

~3

Rationale: Writers must provide logically orderec reasons that are supported by facts and details to
make their arguments or opinions stronger ai.4 1.10re convincing. Students will continue to connect the
main point of each paragraph with facts zha Jetails that support it.

New Jersey Student Learning Star da-ds: W.IW.5.2, WWR.5.5, WRW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6,
L.WF.5.2, L.KL.5.1

Lesson 13: Drafting IV: i1 e Conclusion

Rationale: A conclusion .o an essential component of all effective essays. Writers must provide a
concluding statemei.t cr section that directly relates to the opinion stated throughout the piece.
Students will creste conclusions that support their initial arguments.

New Jerse:" Lirdent Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, WWR.5.5, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6,
LWF5.2 LK_5.1

Rationale: Transitions link opinions and supporting details using key words and phrases. Focusing on
transitions is an effective revision practice. Students will learn an array of transition words and phrases
and apply them effectively throughout their essays.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, WWP.5.4, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6,
L.WF.5.2, L.KL.5.1




Rationale: Word choice is an important part of writing and the revision process. One way writers revise
is by focusing on the power and preciseness of their words by including powerful words that capture
and hold their readers’ attention.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, WWP.5.4, WRW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6,
L.WF.5.2, LKL.5.1,L.VL.5.2,L.VL.5.3

Lesson 16: Editing |: Citations

Rationale: To avoid plagiarism and instill proper use of references and resources, it ' " purtant for
students to understand and use citations. Editing sessions should take place both indepzndently as
well as with a peer or teacher.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, WWP.5.4, WWR.L.5, W.SE.5.6, W.RW.5.7,
SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L. WF.5.2, L.KL.5.1

Rationale: It is important for students to proofread their final pieces for mechanical and grammatical
errors prior to publishing. Editing sessions should take race both independently as well as with a peer
or teacher.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: V.'/V.5.2, WWP.5.4, W.RW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6,
L.WF.5.2, L.KL.5.1

Lesson 18: Publishing: Prescat:ition
Rationale: It is important fi. < stuuents to have a variety of strategies for publishing and evaluating their

work.

New Jersey Stude:.t Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, WRW.5.7, SL.PE.5.1, SL.P1.5.4, SL.AS.5.6,
LWF.5.2, LKL.51

Lesscn 1¢: Student Self-Reflection
Rauoi.ale: It is important for students to evaluate their own work and to reflect on their growth and
lea ning as writers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.5.2, SL.PE.5.1, SL.AS.5.6, L WF.5.2

Assessment:

Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences, Turn-and-Talks, Written
Responses, Writer’'s Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student Performance Checklists,
Sticky Notes, Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Written Pieces (Prompts), Summative Assessment,




District Benchmark, Writing: Text Dependent Questions

Rubric:

Grade 5 Essay Writing Rubric

Differentiate Instruction (For 504s, MLLs, IEPs, Students at Risk, Gifted
Students):

Will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile:

Presentation Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and visual and multimedic instead of reading
print versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a lerg >r print size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemcth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auc'itoyy trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes witr, one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture nc‘es

Be given a study guide to assist ir |.reparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of v 2rcal 1aaterial, such as word webs and visual organizers

Use manipulatives to teach ¢r acmonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials irenslated into native language

Presentation Accommoda‘ions (504)

(N e o o o

Listen to audio r>ccrdings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and visual and multimedia instead of reading
print versicns

Use altainate texts at lower readability level

We:'« vitn fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

LIsc raagnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

' Ise audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
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e Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Response Accommodations (504)
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or i.tive language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in clasc
Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an aris.‘er sheet.

Setting Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk, G & T Students)

Work or take a test in a different setting, such sc = quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near ‘he *zacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exer-isc band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and griietly ced their energy out)

e Use noise buffers such as he:adoriones, earphones, or earplugs

Setting Accommodations (54

Work or take a tes: in a uifferent setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he lea'n. bzst (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special ligthting or acoustics

Take a tec* in cmall group setting

Use ser.sory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgelv kigs can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

e U_<r oise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

T#i.in2 Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Timing Accommodations (504)
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task




Scheduling Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP)

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Scheduling Accommodations (504)

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations (504, MLL, IEP, Students at Risk)

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Organization Skills Accommodations (504)

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book ar planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications (504, MLL, IEP, C & T Students)

Complete fewer or different homev:on: nroblems than peers
Write shorter or longer papers

Answer fewer or different tesi (e stions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Assignment Modificatior.= (50+:)

Complete fewer o1 di-lerent homework problems than peers
Write shorter or luiiger papers

Answer fevve: - r different test questions

Create citenate projects or assignments

Curriculu.n Nodifications (504, MLL, IEP, G & T Students)

Lean different material (such as moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Modified content based on ability level (reading level, higher-level thinking questions, etc.)

Curriculum Modifications (504)

Learn different material (such as moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates
continue to work on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Modified content based on ability level (reading level, higher-level thinking questions, etc.)




8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
8.1.5.DA.1: Collect, organize, and display data in order to highlight relationships or support a claim.

9.1, 9.2, 9.4 Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills:

e Throughout the unit, discussions pertaining to writing careers (authors, publishers, illustrato:s,
etc.) are infused to bring about awareness. This includes roles, required education/training,
how passion and skill can lead to selecting a desirable/fruitful career in the field, etc. Pcosihle
activities:

o Author visits (virtual or in-person)
o Author studies
o Writing to authors, illustrators, or publishers
o Class discussions of career responsibilities related to writing
m  Financial aspects of writing or illustrating (i.e. what is an advance? common
misconceptions about earnings, balancing personz! fu.anzes and passion for
the field, etc.)
m  Authors giving back to their communities (volur:i=ering, book signings at local
independent bookstores, etc.)
. . o
Subject Area: English Grade Level: 6
Language Arts ‘
Unit Name: Dates: September-Early Time Frame: 4-5 Weeks
Reading-Launching October

Lessons & ‘Mriting Activities:

Inter:uctive Read Aloud Lessons

Le.son 1: What is a Reading Workshop?
Rationale: Reading workshop is the time of day to focus on developing reading. Students will learn

about the structure, expectations, and routines in the reading workshop and make plans for themselves
as readers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI|.6.2; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills
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Skills and Strategies: Use Schema, Make Inferences, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Participate
Effectively, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate

L n 2: Considerin r Reading Identiti
Rationale: Readers understand that all readers have unique identities and histories. Students will
develop an understanding of their own identities and reflect on their interests and histories as readers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.C1.6.2; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awa'er. 3ss,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Use Schema, Determine Theemes i Literary
Texts, Determine Importance, Participate Effectively, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate

Lesson 3: Crafting a Reading Life
Rationale: Readers are individuals with different strengths, challenges, ai inerests. Students will use

their own identities to self-select texts across genres. Students will be <bi 10 cite textual evidence and
make relevant connections to support analysis of what an informaticnal 1zxt says explicitly, as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.6.1; RI.1.3.3; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Compe*~n-ies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Inforr.aticrial Texts, Use Schema,Visualize, Analyze
Interactions Among Informational Text Elemen.. Participate Effectively, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Conversation

Lesson 4: Understanding Feels Lil.e
Rationale: Readers know what it “e2ic iike to understand what they read. Having thoughts and asking

questions reflects understand’nc . Students will pay attention to when meaning breaks down and they
do work to clear up confus’on.

New Jersey Student Lean ing Standards: RL.CI|.6.2; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Soci-i ai..| Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible De:isic:i-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and >.rawegies: Question, Make Inferences, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Determine
Themes i~ Lterary Texts, Participate Effectively, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Disciiss,~r/Collaborate

Les<son 5: Tapping Into What You Know

Rationale: Readers bring what they know or have experienced to their reading. Students will learn that
they understand their reading more deeply when they activate prior knowledge about the genre, author
and topic.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills




Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Use Schema, Visualize, Make Inferences,
Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Participate Effectively, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Write About Text

Rationale: Readers come together to have conversations in order to both share thinking and grow
ideas together. Students will learn how to follow a clear protocol during conversations.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI|.6.2; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Av.arcness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Question, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Determine Tk.emes in
Literary Texts, Participate Effectively, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Cc'laborate

I 7: Starti C .
Rationale: When readers know they will be speaking about a text, they prenare for conversation by
collecting their thinking and ideas. Readers pay attention to characters. canfiicts, and elements of the
genre to gather ideas for discussion.

Students will use their collected thinking to start a conversation in 2 vaiiety of ways.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; R/..C1.6.2; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competei . <ies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literanv iexts, Make Inferences, Determine Themes in
Literary Texts, Synthesize, Speak to Communicate, Participate Effectively, Listen and Respond,
Engage in Discussion/Collaborate

Lesson 8: Growing Ideas Through Cor.versation
Rationale: Readers grow ideas akcut their reading by talking to other readers. Students will grow ideas

about their reading and use eviuzar.~= to support their ideas.

New Jersey Student Lear. ing Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social aid Einotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decisioi. ! 1aking, Relationship Skills

Skills and Stioteyies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Make Inferences, Determine Themes in
Literary Texio. Cynthesize, Speak to Communicate, Participate Effectively, Listen and Respond,
Engage in Qiscussion/Collaborate

Lesson 1: Studying Ourselves as Readers
Rationale: Readers make both short-term and long-term plans to help drive their reading lives.

Students will consider what they read and when they will read it.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.6.10

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Responsible Decision-Making




Skills and Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Monitor and Repair Comprehension

Rationale: Readers have both short-term and long-term plans for their reading lives. Students will keep
a running list of books to read in order to develop their reading identities and build independence as
readers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Managerien,,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Determine Importance, Synthesize, Listen and Respond, Encage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively

Lesson 3: Book Talks

Rationale: Readers share books that they love and expect to get recomme.Jdaiions from other
readers. Students will understand the importance of book recommendatio s a.:d identify a book that
would warrant a “book talk.”

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.MF.6.3- SL.P1.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencics: Sucial Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Text:. Compare and Contrast using Diverse Media
and Formats in Literature, Determine Importance, Sy.thesize, Speak to Communicate, Listen and
Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Prasenrt Information

Lesson 4: Partner Talk
Rationale: Readers discuss their thinking about their reading with partners in order to support
comprehension. Students will jot dow: iavas and share with a partner using conversation protocol.

New Jersey Student Learnirg Siordards: RL.CR.6.1; SL.PE.6.1; SL.PI1.6.4

New Jersey Social and E:.~otional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Maki1g, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strate~iec: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Question, Make Inferences, Determine
Importance, Part.ci.=te cffectively, Present Information
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Lesson 5: v.'",.o{ to Consider When Reading Fiction
Rationa!~: Rzaders of fiction pay attention to story elements to monitor understanding and help build

the wer A of the story. Students will identify the elements of a story as a strategy for building
con.orohension. Students will analyze how a particular text’s structure unfolds in a series of episodes
and use textual evidence to describe how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward
a resolution. Students will Analyze how a particular piece (e.g., chapter, scene, stanza, sentence,
paragraph, chapter, or section) fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the
development of the ideas, plot, setting, or theme.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI1.6.2; RL.IT.6.3; RL.TS.6.4; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making




Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Make Inferences, Determine Themes in
Literary Texts, Determine Importance, Interactions Among Text Elements in Literature, Analyze Text
Structures of Literary Texts, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Use Knowledge of Language

Rationale: Readers of fiction examine and analyze characters. Students will compare and contrast
characters to develop a deeper understanding of the text, citing how the characters respond or change
as the plot moves toward a resolution.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2; RL.IT.6.3; RL.TS.6.4; L.KLG.2?

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Respeashle
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Make Inferences, Determinc Themes in
Literary Texts, Determine Importance, Interactions Among Text Elements in Lite,ature, Analyze Text
Structures of Literary Texts, Synthesize, Use Knowledge of Language

L n 7: Reviewing Reading D

Rationale: Readers reflect on their notes and reading records to gain incight into their habits and
behaviors as readers. Students will reflect on their reading logs to ~eticr understand their own stamina
and pacing and the circumstances that best support their readirg.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.6.10, RI. 6.10

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Comneter.cies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Responsible Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Make Inferences, Synu es.ze

Lesson 8: Key Questions When Readiny Foetry

Rationale: Readers of poetry resporu ar. 3 react to poems while also building an overall understanding
of the genre. Students will ask quecticns to notice elements of poetry and determine the meaning of the
poems.

New Jersey Student Lear. ing Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI1.6.2; L.KL.6.2; L.V1.6.4

New Jersey Social aid Einotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Stioteyies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Make Inferences, Determine Themes in
Literary Texic. Cynthesize, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Use Knowledge of Language,
Vocabulzry, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

L es30n9; Fi

Ra‘tonale: Readers of nonfiction understand that they will learn new information from their reading.
Students will cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what an
informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text. Students will analyze how a
particular text’s structure unfolds by using textual evidence to describe how a key individual, event, or
idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text. Students will use text features and the text to
determine the main idea of a section and the central idea of a nonfiction text and explain how it is
supported by key details.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.6.1; RI.CI.6.2; RI.IT.6.3; L.KL.6.2




New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Make Inferences, Determine Central
Ideas in Informational Texts, Determine Importance, Analyze Interactions Among Informational Text
Elements, Synthesize, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 10: Setting Goals and Making Plans

Rationale: Readers set goals to support their individual growth. Students will reflect on their learring i:
order to set goals and make plans for themselves in order to grow as readers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.6.10 RI. 6.10

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Respcnsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Synthesize

Assessment:
Benchmark: District Benchmark Assessment
Reading Assessments

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Gtudent-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Reading Responses, Reading Nctebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools,
Formative Assessment Note Sheets, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reading Logs,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Reading Strategiec Crecklists, IXL

Summative: Reading Assessments
IXL

Supplemental Materials:

Student Performance Checklist

Where are My Students in the Reacing Process? (Formative Assessment Note Sheet)
Reading Notebook Checklist

My Reading Life: Reflection ana Goals

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will varr cccording to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or
G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
e Lis*er to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learr. content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

e O o o




Have another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language ouher
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room \vitt. few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, awa, from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can te looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their enerqy cut)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, eai>hures, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a task »r ¢ tet
e Have extra time to process oral infarn.=tion and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as ~rte~ completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complece a project
e Take atest in severai ‘inic 1 sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a *zst ir. a different order
e Take a test at a spuctiic time of day
Organization Skills £ ccommodations
e Use an ai~rm i help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Rceive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
» Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
e Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)




Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-fi=l? sy stem (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessmai.ts

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as woi 1 vvebs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concep.s

Have curriculum materials translated into native i\anguage

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Sraille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio r>ccraer

Use a spelling dictionary or e:2cuonic spell-checker

Use a word processor to tyne notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator or tahle n, “rnath facts”

Respond directly i'i the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodatiors
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Work or take a te st in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where ht learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use specla! lighting or acoustics

Take a ‘ec* in small group setting

Use censory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
n'gety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

vse noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

1.ming Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a project
Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order




e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
e Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classriates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for ¢!as.mate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology.

8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computc‘ior.al tools to make it usable for a
specific purpose.

Standard 9 -

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Przparation, and Training
9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Cta:idard:
e Characters in read alouds an< indzpendent reading texts learn money management skills.
e The plot or theme in read 2'<'ds and independent reading texts revolves around money
management skills and ‘in~nzial independence.
* 9.1.8.CP.2: Analyze how spei.ding habits affect one’s ability to save
» 9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the i- 1pact of personal values on various financial scenarios.
» 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate th: 10le of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making
financial decisions.
* 9.1.8.FP.3: Explain ~.w self-regulation is important to managing money (e.g., delayed gratification,
impulse buying, r.ecr pr2ssure, etc.).
* 9.1.8.FP.4: Ava1,ze how familial and cultural values influence savings rates, spending, and other
financial decis.~is.
* 9.1.8.FP.C: etermine how spending, investing, and using credit wisely contributes to financial
well-bzing

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training:
e Inread alouds and independent reading texts, students are introduced to a variety of careers
that characters have.

9.2.8.CAP.11: Analyze potential career opportunities by considering different types of resources,
including occupation databases, and state and national labor market statistics.

9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf

+9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. » 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide
appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g., W.6.8).

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,

Functioning, and Resilience:
e Nonfiction texts used as read aloud and for independent reading raises awareness on global
climate change.
e Fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent reading revolve around protecting o'
environment and ecosystem, whether it’'s specific characters or the plot.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e Fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent reading will feature LGBTQ haracters
and/or written by prominent LGBTQ authors.
e Non-fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent reading are basec <., srominent
LGBTAQ figures and/or about the history and progression of the LGBTQ mevemznt.

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 6
Language Arts
Unit Name: : Dates: Time Frame: 8-12 Weeks
Reading-Fiction . October-December/Januar
y

Lessons & Rnuding Activities:

Interactivz v ead Aloud Lessons

Lesser 1: Building the World of the Story

Rc*ionale: Readers understand that there are different types of fiction, they all share the same purpose
of entertaining the audience. Students will build the world of the story by asking questions and
gathering information to understand the elements of the story.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.MF.6.6; SL.PE.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills



https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Compare
and Contrast using Diverse Media and Formats in Literature, Question, Monitor and Repair
Comprehension, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate,
Participate Effectively, Use Knowledge of Language

I 2. The Big Pict

Rationale: Readers understand that fiction is often organized chronologically. Students will pay
attention to time shift signals and the way the chapters fit together to create the overall structure of 1
narrative. Students will analyze how a particular text’s structure unfolds in a series of episodes and vse
textual evidence to describe how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward @
resolution. Students will analyze how a particular piece (e.g., chapter, scene, stanza, sent=rce,
paragraph, chapter, or section) fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to tho
development of the ideas, plot, setting, or theme.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.IT.6.3; RL.TS.6.4; RL r.6.5; SL.PE.6.1;
L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Manzaen.2nt, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Analyze |7 teractions Among Literary Text
Elements, Analyze Text Structures in Literature, Make Infererce s, Determine Perspective(s), Speak to
Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion’/cllavurate, Participate Effectively, Use
Knowledge of Language

Lesson 3: Who's Telling the Story?

Rationale: Readers recognize a narrator’s poirt o1 v.ew and how it is developed across a text.
Students will learn about the influence that 4 w:ite.’s point of view has on a story.

New Jersey Student Learning Standaa:: RL.CR.6.1; RL.PP.6.5; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotionz! L2arning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making. reictionship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Clc.= Reading of Literary Texts, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Visualize,
Make Inferences, Determin. i’erspective(s), Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaboratz, Farticipate Effectively

Lesson 4: Chariicy>' Change

Rationale: "<cders understand characters and consider how and why they change. Students will
examine <haracters and their growth or change across a story citing how the characters respond or
chancz as the plot moves toward a resolution.

Ne v Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.IT.6.3; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Use Schema, Visualize, Make Inferences,
Analyze Text Structures in Informational Texts, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively




Lesson 5: Stories are Fiction

Rationale: Readers of fiction pay attention to clues that reveal the conflict, the nature of the conflict,
and how the conflict gets resolved. Students will learn to differentiate between internal and external
conflicts.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2; RL.IT.6.3; SL.PE.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awarenes.
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Te:'ts, Ai:ciyze
Interactions Among Literary Text Elements, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Syrthcsize,
Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Pariicic te: Effectively,
Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 6: The Power of Setting in Historical Fiction

Rationale: Readers of historical fiction pay attention to the setting’s influenica \sn the characters and
conflict. Students will analyze the relationship between conflict and setting. citing how a particular text’s
structure unfolds in a series of episodes. Students will compare and conrast literary texts in different
forms, by different authors, or from different genres in terms of their approaches to similar themes and
topics. Students will compare and contrast information or texts to cevelop a coherent understanding of
a theme, topic, or issue when reading a story, drama, or pcen to iistening to or viewing an audio, video,
or live version of the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.IT.6.3, RI..MF.6.6; RL.CT.6.8; SL.PE.6.1; L.VL.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning " oinnetencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Suills

Skills and Strategies: Text and Genre -eatures/Structure, Analyze Interactions Among Literary Text
Elements, Use Schema, Compare aru Cuntrast using Diverse Media and Formats in Literature,
Compare and Contrast Different Fzin <’ Approaches, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Speak to
Communicate, Listen and Respund, “ngage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively,
Vocabulary, Acquisition an4d Uso: Literal Meaning

| 7y T / Bia 1d

Rationale: Readers 1 2rognize that stories address larger themes. Students will identify the theme of a
story and articul=.te »ig ideas that address the theme. Students will analyze how a particular piece (e.qg.,
chapter, scenz, su:nza, sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section) fits into the overall structure of a text
and contribui=c 0 the development of the ideas, plot, setting, or theme.

New .'esey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2; RL.TS.6.4; RL.MF.6.6; SL.PE.6.1;
Lvi.b?

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Analyze
Text Structures in Literature, Make Inferences, Compare and Contrast using Diverse Media and
Formats in Literature, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Speak to Communicate, Listen and
Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Literal Meaning




Lesson 8: Under a Thematic Umbrella

Rationale: Readers understand that many stories are connected by common themes. Students will
identify these themes and consider how each text addresses them differently. Students will compare
and contrast literary texts in different forms, by different authors, or from different genres in terms of
their approaches to similar themes and topics. Students will compare and contrast information or texts
to develop a coherent understanding of a theme, topic, or issue when reading a story, drama, or poem
to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2; RL.MF.6.6; RL.CT.6.8; SL.FE b.1;
L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Sccia, Avwareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Litei=ry Texts, Make
Inferences, Compare and Contrast using Diverse Media and Formats in Liie~ature, Compare and
Contrast Different Forms’ Approaches, Determine Importance, Synthesize. So.zak to Communicate,
Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborating, Participate Eflicctively, Use Knowledge of
Language

Mini-Lessons
Lesson 1: A Reader’s Work

Rationale: Readers have different jobs at the begirrir. 1. middle, and end of a fiction story. Students will
focus on building their understanding of the eleme:its =f a story at the beginning of the text and
developing thinking throughout the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: k_..CR.6.1; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Lear.iing Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Clcse koading of Literary Texts, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Make
Inferences, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Participate Effectively

Lesson 2: Characteiv R R n n han

Rationale: Readers of iiction analyze character change. Students will describe how characters
respond or cka:ige as the plot moves toward a resolution.

New Je:- 2y Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2; RL.IT.6.3; SL.PE.6.1

Mew Jvisey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Devision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Analyze
Interactions Among Literary Text Elements, Make Inferences, Synthesize, Participate Effectively

Lesson 3: The Shape of a Story

Rationale: Readers of fiction understand how the plot builds around the conflict. Students will identify
key points in the plot structure and identify how much time passes between events, analyzing how a




particular text’s structure unfolds in a series of episodes. Students will analyze how a particular piece
(e.g., chapter, scene, stanza, sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section) fits into the overall structure of
a text and contributes to the development of the ideas, plot, setting, or theme.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.IT.6.3; RL.TS.6.4; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Analyze Interactions Among Literary Text Elements, Analyze Text Structures in
Literature, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Participate Effectively

Lesson 4: The Power of Rereading

Rationale: Effective readers reread texts to deepen their understanding and thinking. Sti.dents will do
close readings to examine symbols. Students will analyze how a particular piece (e.y., chapter, scene,
stanza, sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section) fits into the overall structure c. a \=xt and contributes
to the development of the ideas, plot, setting, or theme.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.TS.6.4; SL.~=.C.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Seif-Miunagement, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Analyze Text Structures in Literature, Make
Inferences, Synthesize, Monitor and Repair Comprehens.nn, Participate Effectively

| 5: Und ling C ters in Historiza; Ficti

Rationale: Readers of historical fiction unders.anu character development and character’s impact on

the story. Students will identify the main chcracter as a hero or bystander. Students will analyze how a
particular text’s structure unfolds in a se’iex of episodes and use textual evidence to describe how the
characters respond or change as the .'or moves toward a resolution.

New Jersey Student Learnirg Siot2 Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.IT.6.3; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and E:.~otional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strate~ie." Close Reading of Literary Texts, Analyze Interactions Among Literary Text
Elements, Make inicrerces, Synthesize, Participate Effectively

Lesson 6: C~.ting With Difficulty

Ration'e: Readers of fiction anticipate different challenges in text. Students will identify challenges
with'n 2 text and use strategies to tackle confusion.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.TS.6.4; SL.PE.6.1; L.VL.6.3; L.VI.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Responsible Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Analyze Text Structures in Literature, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Use
Schema, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Participate Effectively, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning




Lesson 7: Capturing Mood and Tone

Rationale: Readers of fiction consider point of view and how it affects the story. Students will identify
the author’s point of view, analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and determine how
it affects the tone and mood of the story. Students will determine how an author conveys or develops
perspective in a text (through the narrator or speaker when appropriate).

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI.6.2; RL.PP.6.5; SL.PE.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3;
L.VI.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Respensitle
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Determine Perspective(s), M.ake
Inferences, Synthesize, Participate Effectively, Use Knowledge of Language, Voczoclary, Acquisition
and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meanirg

Lesson 8: Dramatic Reading

Rationale: Readers have knowledge and strategies to enjoy stories i a variety of forms. Students will
understand the elements of a drama to experience and understand ¢ p:ay. Readers will acquire
academic and domain specific words and phrases important to o1 1\prehension or expression. Students
will compare and contrast literary texts in different forms, b ifferent authors, or from different genres
in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics. Stuo:znts will analyze how a particular piece
(e.g., chapter, scene, stanza, sentence, paragraph, chao.or, or section) fits into the overall structure of
a text and contributes to the development of the ideas, vlni, setting, or theme.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: Rl li.c 3; RL.TS.6.4; RL.PP.6.5; RL.MF.6.6; RL.CT.6.8;
SL.PE.6.1; SL.P1.6.4; SL.UM.6.5; SL.AS.6.C: L KL.6.2; W.RW.6.7

New Jersey Social and Emotional Le=n.ing Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Text ariu GGorive Features/Structure, Analyze Interactions Among Literary Text
Elements, Analyze Text Structu-es in Literature, Determine Perspective(s), Make Inferences, Determine
Importance, Compare and Contrast using Diverse Media and Formats in Literature, Compare and
Contrast Different Forms Approaches, Participate Effectively, Present Information, Include Multimedia
Components, Adapt Eoeecn Accordingly, Use Knowledge of Language, Write Routinely Based on
Time, Task, Purpcse, 21d Audience

Lesson 9: Ccup.cing Two Forms

Rationa!~: Rzaders of fiction analyze and compare different forms of fiction. Students will compare and
contres. literary texts in different forms, by different authors, or from different genres in terms of their
aup.-ocches to similar themes and topics. Students will analyze how a particular piece (e.g., chapter,
scune, stanza, sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section) fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas, plot, setting, or theme.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2; RL.TS.6.4; RL.MF.6.6; RL.CT.6.8;
SL.PE.6.1; SL.ES.6.3; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making




Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Analyze
Text Structures in Literature, Compare and Contrast using Diverse Media and Formats in Literature,
Compare and Contrast Different Forms’ Approaches, Synthesize, Participate Effectively, Evaluate
Speakers, Use Knowledge of Language

I 10: Asking Critical Questi

Rationale: Readers ask critical questions to help them think deeply about texts. Students will reflect on
a powerful mentor text and consider how it affects their thinking.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI1.6.2; SL.PE.6.1; SL.ES.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Respeashle
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Litcrey Texts, Make
Inferences, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Spoakers

Assessment:
Benchmark: District Benchmark Assessment
Reading Assessments

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Stude nt-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Reading Responses, Reading Notcbook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools,
Formative Assessment Note Sheets, Student Performancz Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reading Logs,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Reading Strategies Chacllists, IXL

Summative: Fiction Assessment
IXL

Supplemental Materials:
Student Performance Checklist
Summative Assessment

Differentiate Instructio:::
Instruction will vary acccrding ‘o student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or
G&T:

Presentation Accominodations
e Listen to u'dio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn ~on~tent from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
vercic,ae
Lise zlternate texts at lower readability level
‘Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
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Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator or table of “math facts”

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations

Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few <isu=ctions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from Uisti actions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be Ico;.2d around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, ar eaiplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information anJ uirections
Take frequent breaks, such as after comp'2ting a task

Scheduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a proi~ct

Take a test in several timed sessicns or over several days
Take sections of a test in a dificrent order

Take a test at a specific titnz o1 day

Organization Skills Accomi.~actions

Use an alarm to he'o witn time management

Mark texts with ¢ niqtiighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive stuay ckills instruction

Assignment Mc difications

Comylete fewer or different homework problems than peers
W, ‘te shorter papers

Arswer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Cu.riculum Modifications

Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:




Presentation Accommodations

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (vh. sk
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs ai*~ “‘isual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braillz, othcr technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spe:ll-~hecker

Use a word processor to type notes o7 gi.e responses in class

Use a calculator or table of “math fac.s”

Respond directly in the test boohict rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations

Work or take a test in a difie re it setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns kst (‘o example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lightin or acoustics

Take a test in sma!' g-oup setting

Use sensory tool. such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids var kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise bLuifers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommudations

Te'xe more time to complete a task or a test
Hec ve 2xtra time to process oral information and directions
‘lake frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Sc*eduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations

Use an alarm to help with time management
Mark texts with a highlighter




e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
o Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates mcve on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue ‘o vork
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computationa! *oc's to make it usable
for a specific purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard:
e Characters in read alouds and independent reading texts i2arm money management skills.
e The plot or theme in read alouds and independent read ng texts revolves around money
management skills and financial independence.
+ 9.1.8.CP.2: Analyze how spending habits affect one’s akility tu save
* 9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values or varinus financial scenarios.
+ 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudez. a-1d behavior (rational and irrational) in making
financial decisions.
+ 9.1.8.FP.3: Explain how self-regulation is impc:*tant to managing money (e.g., delayed gratification,
impulse buying, peer pressure, etc.).
* 9.1.8.FP.4: Analyze how familial and cultu-al salues influence savings rates, spending, and other
financial decisions.
* 9.1.8.FP.5: Determine how spendiny, ‘n\esting, and using credit wisely contributes to financial
well-being

9.2 Career Awareness, E.-wloration, Preparation, and Training:
e Inread alouds and i°dependent reading texts, students are introduced to a variety of careers
that characters t avi2.

9.2.8.CAP.11: Ane'vze otential career opportunities by considering different types of resources,
including occupction databases, and state and national labor market statistics.

9.4 Life !.it2racies and Key Skills

*+ 04.2.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. « 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide
ayo:opriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g., W.6.8).

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,

Functioning, and Resilience Infusion:
e Texts used as read alouds and for independent reading revolve around protecting our
environment and ecosystem, whether it's specific characters or the plot.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e Texts used as read alouds and for independent reading will feature LGBTQ characters and/or



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

written by prominent LGBTQ authors.

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 6
Language Arts \
-
Unit Name: Dates: January-March Time Frame: 8-10 Weeks

Reading-Nonfiction

Lessons & Reading Activities:

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: Introduction to Nonfiction

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction n2ed 2an overall understanding of this vast genre. Students will build
schema for different types and ioatirzs of nonfiction, including reference nonfiction, literary nonfiction,
and biographies. Students will : tertify author’s purpose, perspective or potential bias and explain the
impact on the reader’s inte: yretacon.

New Jersey Student Leariting Standards: RI.PP.6.5

New Jersey Socia: 2nc. Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Responsible Cocicion-Making

Skills and Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Determine Perspective(s), Use Schema

Lzssen 2: The Look of Reference Nonfiction

Rationale: Nonfiction text features help readers read reference nonfiction books. Students will identify
common nonfiction text features to negotiate the text. Students will use text structures (e.g.
cause-effect, problem-solution), search tools, and genre features (e.g., graphics, captions, indexes) to
locate and integrate information. Students will integrate information when presented in different media
or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.TS.6.4; RI.MF.6.6




New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Use Text Structures in Informational Texts, Determine Importance, Integrate
Information Presented in Different Media or Formats, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond,
Engage in Discussion/Collaborating

I 3: Struct f Nonficti
Rationale: Readers understand that text structures are tools that nonfiction writers use to explain thair
subject matter. Students will pay attention to text structures to support their comprehension of
nonfiction texts. Students will use text structures (e.g. cause-effect, problem-solution), search toc's, and
genre features (e.g., graphics, captions, indexes) to locate and integrate information.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.TS.6.4, L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Cacial Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Use Text Structures in Informational Texts, Visualize L 2termine Importance,
Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Ccicbciate, Use Knowledge of
Language

Lesson 4: How Do We Read Nonfiction?

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction must constantly ask themselves questions to monitor comprehension.
Students will approach nonfiction by asking questions heire, during and after the read. Students will
be able to cite textual evidence and make relevant =or riections to support analysis of what an
informational text says explicitly, as well as inferencec drawn from the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards. k. CiX.6.1; RI.CI1.6.2; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Le=n.ing Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relatiosi.ip Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close &uvacirg of Informational Texts, Text and Genre Features/Structure,
Determine Central Ideas ir Infc-mational Texts, Use Schema, Question, Make Inferences, Determine
Importance, Speak to Com: aunicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate,
Participate Effectively

Rationale: Rr:c de~s of nonfiction regularly come across unfamiliar words. Students will use a variety of
strategies o nctermine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used, including figurative,
connotative, zind technical meanings, when considering words and phrases important to
compra.ersion or expression.

Ne v Jersey Student Learning Standards: L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Make Inferences, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Speak to Communicate, Listen and
Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate




Lesson 6: Determining Author’s Purpose

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction determine the writer’s point of view and explain how it is conveyed in
the text to support the writer’s purpose. Students will identify an author’s point of view and purpose in a
nonfiction text. Students will identify author’s purpose, perspective or potential bias and explain the
impact on the reader’s interpretation. Students will cite textual evidence and make relevant connections
to support analysis of what an informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the
text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.6.1; RI.PP.6.5; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Av.arcness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Question, Make Inferences, Determine
Importance, Determine Perspective(s), Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respcnd. Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Informaticn "vesented in Diverse
Media and Formats

L n 7: ldentifying th ntral |

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction determine the central idea of a tz:xi aind explain how it is supported by
key textual details. Students will identify the central idea and su)purting details in a nonfiction text.
Students will analyze how a particular text’s structure unfolss by using textual evidence to describe how
a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and el..oorated in a text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CI.6.2, RL.IT.6.3; SL.PE.6.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning " oinnetencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Suills

Skills and Strategies: Determine Centrai 'deas in Informational Texts, Determine Importance,
Synthesize, Analyze Interactions Amuiqg informational Text Elements, Speak to Communicate, Listen
and Respond, Engage in Discussiz Collaborate, Participate Effectively

Lesson 8: How We Checl: for ‘Ir.derstanding

Rationale: Readers of non.icuon need to consistently check for understanding. Students will monitor
their understanding of a text and use fix-up strategies when meaning breaks down. Students will
determine the me=n1.2 of words and phrases as they are used, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanirgs.

New Jersey Siudent Learning Standards: RI.CI.6.2; L.VL.6.3

New .'e"se.y social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
RPesnonsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

F

Skiils and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Visualize, Monitor and Repair
Comprehension, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Speak to Communicate, Listen and
Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate

Mini-L

Lesson 1: Building Nonfiction Muscles




Rationale: Readers of nonfiction need to read closely and carefully to be able to paraphrase dense,
complex texts. Students will read a text closely and paraphrase it in order to build understanding.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.6.1; RI.TS.6.4; L.VL.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Use Text Structures in Informational
Texts, Visualize, Determine Importance, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

| 2: The Ricl f Narrative Nonficti

Rationale: Readers of literary nonfiction pay attention to both well-crafted story and iniot m=tion in the
text. Students will do a close reading to identify factual information embedded in the ston. Students will
cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what 2n \nformational text
says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text. Students will analyze i.ow a particular text's
structure unfolds by using textual evidence to describe how a key individuai, avon, or idea is
introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.6.1; RL.IT.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Se'f-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Analyze Interactions Among
Informational Text Elements, Make Inferences, Detern ine importance

Lesson 3: Compare and Contrast Text Struc*'ue

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction understend <nd pay attention to text structures to help them
comprehend main ideas. Students will 11se text structures (e.g. cause-effect, problem-solution), search
tools, and genre features (e.g., graphics, zaptions, indexes) to locate and integrate information.
Students will identify elements of tha cempare and contrast structure in a text. Students will compare
and contrast informational texts ‘n Jiflerent forms, by different authors, or from different genres in terms
of their approaches to simi'ar ti.2mes and topics.

New Jersey Student Lear.iiig Standards: RI.CI.6.2; R1.TS.6.4; RI.CT.6.8; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Soci>i a1 Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Makina

Skills and C*rategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Use Text Structures in
Informatianal Texts, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Compare and Contrast Different Forms’
Apprcaches, Jse Knowledge of Language

Le. son 4: Problem and Solution Text Structure

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction understand and pay attention to text structures to comprehend central
ideas. Students will use text structures (e.g. cause-effect, problem-solution), search tools, and genre
features (e.g., graphics, captions, indexes) to locate and integrate information. Students will identify
signal words in order to support comprehension of a text.

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.C1.6.2; R1.TS.6.4

Skills and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Use Text Structures in
Informational Texts, Make Inferences, Determine Importance

Lesson 5: Description Text Structure

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction understand and pay attention to text structures to help them
comprehend texts. Students will examine the description text structure and identify signal words for
structure. Students will use text structures (e.g. cause-effect, problem-solution), search tools, e
genre features (e.g., graphics, captions, indexes) to locate and integrate information.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CI.6.2; R1.TS.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, riesponsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Use Text Structures in
Informational Texts, Visualize, Make Inferences, Determine Importance
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Rationale: Readers of nonfiction regularly encounter unfar.‘ar vucabulary. Students will use a variety
of strategies to determine the meanings of words and phrases s they are used, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings, when considerina words and phrases important to
comprehension or expression.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: L.¥!_.0..2; L.VL.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learr.ing Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Use Scher:.o, Make Inferences, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Use
Knowledge of Language, Vocaoulev, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 7: Fix-Up Strateqg.cs

Rationale: Readers ¢ noirriction should expect to meet challenges and confusion. Students will
monitor their compreii=nsion and then use a variety of strategies to repair their confusion. Students will
cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what an informational text
says explicitly, s vell as inferences drawn from the text.

New Jer=e, $tudent Learning Standards: RI.CR.6.1; L.VL.6.3

Nev' v rsey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Reponsible Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Monitor and Repair Comprehension,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

I 8: U ing Big Id

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction determine the author’s purpose and identify how it is conveyed
through the text. Students will identify author’s purpose, perspective or potential bias and explain the




impact on the reader’s interpretation. Readers then identify big ideas within texts. Students will identify
the author’s purpose and big ideas in a nonfiction text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CI.6.2; RI.PP.6.5

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Determine
Perspective(s),Determine Importance, Synthesize

Lesson 9: Analyzing the Argument

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction, trace the development of, identify and evaluate an araum=nt and
then follow specific claims that support the central idea. Students will trace the developm:nt of the
argument and evaluate the merits of the claims.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CI.6.2; RI.TS.6.4; RI.LAA.6.7, SL £E3.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Mznagcment, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informationai 1oxts, Use Text Structures in
Informational Texts, Analysis of an Argument, Evaluate Spr:a'ers, Determine Importance, Synthesize

Lesson 10: Expanding Content Knowledge

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction expand their knewicdge of a topic by reading multiple texts on the
same topic. Students will synthesize ideas acro<s multiple texts on the same topic to develop new
questions and ideas from their reading. Studer.*s will analyze how a particular text’s structure unfolds
by using textual evidence to describe how = key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and
elaborated in a text. Students will comp=ire aiid contrast informational texts in different forms, by
different authors, or from different geru =s in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.

New Jersey Student Learnirg Siardards: RI.IT.6.3; RI.PP.6.5; RI.CT.6.8

New Jersey Social and E:.~otional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strate~iec: Synthesizing, Analyze Interactions Among Informational Text Elements,
Determine Persrec.ve(s), Compare and Contrast Different Forms’ Approaches

Assessnmichis.
Benchricrn: District Benchmark Assessment
Reading Assessments

Fo.mative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Reading Responses, Reading Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools,
Formative Assessment Note Sheets, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reading Logs,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Reading Strategies Checklists, IXL

Summative: Nonfiction Assessment
IXL

Supplemental Materials:




Student Performance Checklist
Summative Assessment

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or

G&T:

Presentation Accommodations

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading prin.
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, scur:1-1.2ld system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for asse-sments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate ccnielis

Have curriculum materials translated into na‘ive 1anguage

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communicatiun c=v:ce, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an auiic recorder

Use a spelling dictionan/ cr e'ectronic spell-checker

Use a word processor ) t /pe notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator or -able of “math facts”

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommoda.ions

e

Work or te.<e a est in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit wherc he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use spezial lighting or acoustics

Tave atest in small group setting

Jse sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a project




Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order
Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications

Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications

Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication whi's c'assmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmites continue to work
on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the o7ic fo. classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/inte,2stiicarning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations

C o o o o o o o o

Listen to audio recordings instead of readinq toxt

Learn content from audio books, movies, videss and digital media instead of reading print
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readabii’ 1uvel

Work with fewer items per page - lii @ and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification device, screer. reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification devic> (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher 1:se /' iicrophone)

Be given a written tist o inistructions

Record a lesson . insi=ad of taking notes

Have another stu1ent share class notes with one another

Be given ari ~wutline of a lesson

Be given a copy, of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given « study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use isual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
v.e mManipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

riave curriculum materials translated into native language

Rosponse Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator or table of “math facts”




e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a project
o Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planrner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
o Complete fewer or different homework prcticms than peers
o Write shorter papers
o Answer fewer or different test queztior.s
e Create alternate projects or nssigriments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (syzh as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving =ne ad to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Sciance & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.DA 1: Jrganize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable
for a srecific purpose.

9.1 Perzo.+al Financial Literacy Standard:
¢ Cnaracters in read alouds and independent reading texts learn money management skills.
» The plot or theme in read alouds and independent reading texts revolves around money
management skills and financial independence.
* 9.1.8.CP.2: Analyze how spending habits affect one’s ability to save
* 9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various financial scenarios.
» 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making
financial decisions.
* 9.1.8.FP.3: Explain how self-regulation is important to managing money (e.g., delayed gratification,
impulse buying, peer pressure, etc.).
* 9.1.8.FP.4: Analyze how familial and cultural values influence savings rates, spending, and other



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf

financial decisions.
* 9.1.8.FP.5: Determine how spending, investing, and using credit wisely contributes to financial
well-being

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training:
e Inread alouds and independent reading texts, students are introduced to a variety of careers
that characters have.

9.2.8.CAP.11: Analyze potential career opportunities by considering different types of resources,
including occupation databases, and state and national labor market statistics.

9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills

+9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. * 9.4.€ NC.Z. Provide
appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g., W.6.€.

Social Studies - Holocaust Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:3k-2%
* 6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.d: Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivcrs, bystanders, rescuers,
and perpetrators during the Holocaust
e Whole Group Novel Study: Prisoner B-3087
o Holocaust resources for Prisoner B-3087
R : -

e https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Chanae LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,

Functioning, and Resilience:
o Nonfiction texts used as read aloud and fr inuependent reading raises awareness on global
climate change.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
o Non-fiction texts used as rea' ainuds and for independent reading are based on prominent
LGBTAQ figures and/or about the. history and progression of the LGBTQ movement.

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 6
Language Arts



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1U7_2npuF01Hph7hnqbJ5aLQUDBtKJoRyU2nbt7PqE6o/edit
https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/
https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Unit Name: Dates: November-danuary | Time Frame: 8-12 Weeks
Writing-Personal Narrative

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Mentor Texts & Supplemental Resources Can Include:
e Boy: Tales of Childhood by Roald Dahl
Guys Write for Guys Read by Jon Scieszka
Looking Back by Lois Lowry
My Freedom Trip by Frances and Ginger Park
Sister Anne’s Hands by Mary Beth Lorbiecki
Skin Deep and Other Teenage Reflections by Angela Shelf Medearis
When | Was Your Age, Vol. 1 by Amy Ehrlich

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: Exploring Personal Narratives

Rationale: Personal narratives often have common purposes, features, =nd structures. Students will
begin to define, discuss, and identify narrative writing and some ccmmon elements of personal
narratives as they think about their own experiences and previe v 1ae mentor texts.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.5.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; LKL.6.2; L \\L6.3;L.VI.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Co:ap > encies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skil's

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, \\.ite Over Extended Time Frames, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Text and Genre Features/Siru-ture, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Enacively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speai-e <, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Languagr;, \Js¢ '\nowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisiticn 4and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 2: Personal Ex\er'ences

Rationale: Writer:: reca!l specific incidents or events from their childhood as narrative topics. Students
will examine ho.' pacing is an important narrative technique when writers tell their stories.

New Jers<y 3wdent Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; WWP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.2: 2'..Pl.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3; L.VI.6.4

MNew Jursey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Sod'al Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning




Lesson 3: Writers Learn About Themselves From Their Stories

Rationale: Writers often write about important lessons or realizations they’ve had from past
experiences. Students will analyze a mentor text, thinking closely about the author’s purpose and how
he gets that message across.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2:
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3; L.VI.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Managerne.,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Fraix2s, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Informatior P1 2sented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Acuordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acqu:sition and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 4: Family Stories

Rationale: Sometimes personal narratives are written throuri. the 2yes of someone close to the writer.
Students will continue to identify common features of perscna! narratives as they also discuss how a
narrative can tell an inspirational story about someone the: writer knows well.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW .5, YW.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; LKL.6.2>: L.VL.6.3;L.VI.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learnir.a1 Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-wicking, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Vvrite Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Particioai > cffectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Sy zakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Lang'age, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acauisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

L n 5: Perscin?l Ccnnections

Rationale: Pc:sonal narratives often deal with universal themes that prompt readers to react and/or
connect w.*h them. Students will identify themes in Mary Beth Lorbiecki’s Sister Anne’s Hands, such as
prejudice, ju., friendship, and love, and then compare and contrast themes and other features from
the r.2ntor texts.

Nev. Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.PI1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3;L.VI.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Make Connections, Listen and Respond,




Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented
in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly,
System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and
Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons

Lesson 1: Generating Ideas |: Mapping Memories

Rationale: Writers sometimes use visual prompts for stories to help them to reflect on what happ:ned,
where it happened, and why it happened. Students will use sketching as a tool to map meanin ifu’
memories and to inspire narrative writing.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE 6 1- C..11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Se¥-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extehraed Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Liston ar.d Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Intearcte Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Informatior, Aiajt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Languaye, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning

Lesson 2: Generating Ideas Il - Photographs Ins, irc Stories

Rationale: Photographs are still-life memories tr.at nelp writers recall and reflect on stories from their
past. Students will use photographs to trigge: m:=mories and the details in those photographs to aid
writing descriptively.

New Jersey Student Learning Star da-us: W.NW.6.3; WWP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.R; 1 55.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emoticnal Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Social Awareness, Respensinle Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategir:s. Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/S.-uctu-e, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collanorate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Fcrinats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lecsuen 3: Generating Ideas lll - Meaningful Relationships and Events

Rat.onale: Writers often write about memories that revolve around or include people close to them.
Students will examine close relationships in their lives and recall events that have built, strengthened,
or even weakened the relationships.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,




Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 4: Generating Ideas IV - Connecting To What We Read

Rationale: Writers get ideas from other writers. Students will make connections to memories, venis,
and themes of published personal narratives as a way to generate their own narrative idecs.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1, SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Se'r-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extenued Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Listen ai d Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborating, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in
Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Infornation, Adapt Speech Accordingly,
System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 5: Selecting: What’s Important to the Write:

Rationale: Many times personal narratives focus or events that are important to the writer. Students
will be guided through the process of selecting an idea that is important and meaningful to them and
reveals some insight they gained upon reflectior.

New Jersey Student Learning Star.da-ds: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.C 1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emctici.a1 Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Social Awareness, Respor sible Zecision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Cenzrate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Stricuiure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collab.rate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Forrats, £valuate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of Erglish Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lessor 6. Collecting I: Gathering the Details

Rationale: Interviewing others about their memories of a shared event, creating a timeline, and/or
creeiing sketches can help a writer recall important details. Students will consider using one or all of
these skills to further develop their narratives.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills




Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 7: Collecting Il - Examining Relationships

Rationale: Writers can examine the relationships with characters in their narratives to learn more ab >ut
themselves and others. Students will look closely at the relationships that evolve from their stoy \1eas
and analyze the dynamics of those relationships.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1, SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Se'r-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extenued Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Listen ai d Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Inteai ote information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Informatior, Ada}t Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Languaye

Lesson 8: Collecting lll - A Different Perspective

Rationale: Looking at an event from someone else’s Lerspective can help writers arrive at different
conclusions and see their stories in a different light. Students will develop their narratives by
considering the perspective of another chara ~te: in their stories and elaborate on it.

New Jersey Student Learning Star.da-ds: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.C 1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emctici.a1 Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Social Awareness, Respor sible Zecision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Cenzrate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Stricuiure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collab.rati13, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in
Diverse Media a.d Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly,
System and Strucwre of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lessor 9. D.afting | - Developing a Writing Plan

Rationale: Mapping out a writing plan before drafting can help a writer stay focused and organized.
Stuuents will consider the event, purpose, voice, and structure their narratives will take as they begin to
draft.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills




Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 10: Drafting Il - Moving the Story Along - Transition Words and Phrases

Rationale: Writers control the pacing and movement across time in their stories by using transiticn
words and phrases. Students will incorporate transition words and phrases to convey event se jucnce
as they continue to draft their narratives.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1, SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Se'r-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extenued Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Listen ai d Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Inteai ote information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Informatior, Ada}t Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Languaye

Lesson 11: Drafting lll - Concluding With Reflectior:

Rationale: Reflection is one way to conclude a pier=a uf writing. Students will craft their endings to
include this narrative technique.

New Jersey Student Learning Standarr's. W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.C 1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotiona! L.earning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsik'e Z2uision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Gancrate Ideas, Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Text and
Genre Features/Structur.. Edit and Revise Accordingly, Recall, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Forma.z, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of Engiish Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 12" hevising I: Precise Words and Descriptive Details

R~*iCnale: Revision is an integral part of the writing process because it allows writers to see their
w.iting 1n a new light. Students will revise their drafts using relevant descriptive details, including
precise words and sensory language. Students will recognize and integrate academic and domain
specific words and phrases important to comprehension or expression. With some guidance and
support from peers and adults, students will develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning;
flexibly making editing and revision choices; sustaining effort to fit composition needs and purposes;
and attempting to address purpose and audience.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2




New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Determine Importance, Strengthen Word Choice (Vocabulary), Listen and Respond,
Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented
in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly,
System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 13: Revising ll: Narrative Technique - Thought Shots

Rationale: Thought shots is a narrative technique used by writers to reveal more about t'ian celves or
their characters at a particular time. Students will add thought shots to their writing as: a s."zegy to
further develop their character(s) or events in their narratives. With some guidance and support from
peers and adults, students will develop and strengthen writing as needed by plarniny; flexibly making
editing and revision choices; sustaining effort to fit composition needs and purocces: and attempting to
address purpose and audience.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; WWP.6.4; W.Fw.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.1.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competenciez: Se f-Awareness, Self-Management,
Social Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationsh:n Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Write Over Exta1.12d Time Frames, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Determine Importance, Listen and Resr.o."d. Engage in Discussion/Collaborate,
Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Infoimation Presented in Diverse Media and Formats,
Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Spezch Accordingly, System and Structure of English
Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 14: Revising lll - Playing V.it}, Tii:ie - Slow Motion

Rationale: Writers can slow dowr t:me in a story to let the readers fully experience and live the details
of the scene. Students will cc. siaor the pacing of their narratives and determine where slowing down
the moment would be an effectiv = narrative technique for their stories. Students will integrate academic
and domain specific words and phrases important to comprehension or expression. With some
guidance and support frcm peers and adults, students will develop and strengthen writing as needed by
planning; flexibly meking editing and revision choices; sustaining effort to fit composition needs and
purposes; and att.mpuig to address purpose and audience.

New Jersey (%udent Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.2: S..P1.6.4; SL.UM.6.5; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New flei1caey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management,
Encial Awareness, Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Determine Importance, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate,
Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats,
Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly,
System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language




Rationale: Dialogue is often part of writing a personal narrative. Many students have difficulties
punctuating dialogue, which can result in confusion throughout the story for the readers. Students will
recognize spelling conventions and practice punctuating dialogue to demonstrate their command of this
convention. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, students will develop and
strengthen writing as needed by planning; flexibly making editing and revision choices; sustaining effort
to fit composition needs and purposes; and attempting to address purpose and audience.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Av.arcness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Edit ana Revise
Accordingly, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate F-noctively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Spea'ers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English La~guage, Use Knowledge of
Language

Lesson 16: Editing Il - Using Ellipses

Rationale: Ellipses are often misused or infrequently used punctuc tion mark that can improve writing
and eliminate unnecessary details. Students will determine wiy and where they can use ellipses in
their narratives.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW £.C° W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.€.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learnirq Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skiils

Skills and Strategies: Write Narrativec \Vrite Over Extended Time Frames, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Listen and Respond, £1yage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Pre<e)*<Z in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speect Acccraingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language

Lesson 17: Editing Il - The Final Edit

Rationale: The iast edit before publication is crucial. A thoroughly edited piece makes the writing more
intelligible and clear to the readers. Students will use an editing checklist and give their writing a final
look. With s011e guidance and support from peers and adults, students will develop and strengthen
writing s 1€ 2ded by planning; flexibly making editing and revision choices; sustaining effort to fit
compHsiuon needs and purposes; and attempting to address purpose and audience.

Nev' Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; W.WP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Interpret




and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language

Rationale: Students proceed through the writing process to learn and grow as writers. Before they
publish their work, they will carefully create a title and think about the presentation of their narratives.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.6.3; WWP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.UM.6.5; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Socia! Aw=reness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate E1r :ctively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluaw: Spzakers, Present
Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, < 5tem and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 19: Publishing Il - The Celebration

Rationale: Students need to feel and be a part of the writing «ommunity. Their work needs to be
valued, and their voices need to be heard. This is the life of a writer. Students will learn how
presentation embraces a more formal tone for sharing «nu celebrating their writing.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.N'v 5.5; WWP.6.4; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2;
SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.UM.6.5; SL.AS.6.6;1..2S.5.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learn:a Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relatiorichip Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Narrat.ves, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Public Speaking, L.isi21i and Respond, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate
Information Presented in Civerse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include
Multimedia Components. Aaant Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use
Knowledge of Language

L n 20: et Self-Reflection

Rationale: St :dent reflection is necessary in order to grow as a writer. Reflection enables students to
discover ti.=ir strengths and weaknesses and set goals for the future. It also allows students to learn
about thersetves.

inav/ Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management

Skills and Strategies: Reflection, Set Goals

Assessment:
Benchmark: Narrative Writing
IXL




Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Responses, Writer’'s Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student
Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, IXL

Summative: Personal Narrative
Supplemental Materials:

Student Performance Checklist
Student Friendly Rubrics

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, EL'., cnuior
G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead o: ieading print
versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a lory=r print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemcth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), aucitory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes will, one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture nctes
Be given a study guide to assist iri |.reparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of v 2rcal 1aaterial, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach ¢r acmonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials trenslated into native language
Response Accommodatinns
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answe-s to a scribe
Capture resporises on an audio recorder
Use a spolling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
LIse & calculator or table of “math facts”
Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setiing Accommodations
% Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs




Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications

Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications

Learn different material (such as continuing to work ¢n multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension cor cept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different stcnaaid than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to stude~t 1>2adiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations

e 6 6 o o ¢ o o

Listen to audio recordings istead of reading text

Learn content from ar«di> L,coks, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions

Use alternate tex*~ a‘ lower readability level

Work with fewer .*e:ns per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnificaiion device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use aud’o «mpl/fication device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may re.juie teacher use of microphone)

Be g: /en a written list of instructions

racurd a lesson, instead of taking notes

riave another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations




e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
e Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a ci.air’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
o Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over sceral days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time menagement
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assi¢ninents in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or “iifferant homework problems than peers
o Write shorter pane:s
o Answer fewer or aifferent test questions
e Create ali=rnal2 projects or assignments
Curriculum Mc.'ifications
e Learr. different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a ore skill)
» Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable
for a specific purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard Infusion:
e As an idea for a topic, students can connect memoirs to having and maintaining an allowance.
* 9.1.8.PB.2: Explain how different circumstances can affect one’s personal budget



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf

9.2 Career Awareness Infusion:
e Students can connect their memoirs to career choices or decisions made by themselves or
others.
+ 9.2.8.CAP.12: Assess personal strengths, talents, values, and interests to appropriate jobs and
careers to maximize career potential.

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,
Functioning, and Resilience:
e Texts used as read alouds have a plot or theme related to protecting our environment and
ecosystem.
e When brainstorming topics, students can connect their memoirs to a time they did son <tt ing
positive for the environment.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e Texts used as read alouds written by prominent LGBTQ authors.
e Texts used as read alouds have a plot or theme related to diversity and acceptance.
e Students' personal narrative could have a plot or theme related to {ivesiy and acceptance.

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 6
Language Arts



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Unit Name: Argument Writing Dates: February-April Time Frame: 9-10 Weeks

Lessons & Reading/Writing Activities:
Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: Exploring Argument Writing

Rationale: Argumentative texts support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. Moreovc: rgumentative
essays also address opposite viewpoints and use the evidence gathered to demonstrate why tha_= opposing views are
not effective. Students will examine and discuss all of the unit texts and mentor essays as they be:gin to explore the
purpose and structure of argumentative writing.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW.6.2; W.WP.6.4; WWR.C.5, W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE.6.1; SL.I1.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.PI.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.2: L.\'1.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Manage:.en’, Locial Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatcry Texts, Write Over Extended Time Frames,
Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Inter;.w<t and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Text and Genre Featur<-/Siructure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Speak to
Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/C:olle.horate, Participate Effectively, Present Information,
Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of Englisn Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acqui:ition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 2: The Writer’s Point of View!

Rationale: A thesis statement explicitly sumrrarzes the main point or claim of an essay. However, in literature this
main point is often implied. Students will use *he story Feathers and Fox by Mem Fox and the Essay Exemplar “Go
Outside and Play” by Tom Dawson to idzatih, the thesis statements and supportive evidence that is provided to support
the claims.

New Jersey Student Learning Stardards: W.AW.6.1; W.WP.6.4; W.WR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1;
SL.11.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.P).6.<" 51..AS.6.6; L.§S.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3; L.VI.6.4

New Jersey Social and Cm.tional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relatic~<hip Skills

Skills and Stratzyies: Write Arguments, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print
and Digital Setirees, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers,
Identify Authc’s Purpose, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Speak to Communicate,
Listen anu Re:spond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present Information, Adapt Speech
Accord'ng'y, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and
Uz~ ! iteral Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 3: Writer’s Technique

Rationale: Writers use various techniques to develop and support their claims. Students will use an essay by S. Beth
Atkin in the book Voices from the Fields to discuss how various writing techniques are used to clearly and effectively
present the claim and argument.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.WP.6.4; W.WR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1;
SL.II.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.PI1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3; L.VI.6.4




New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print
and Digital Sources, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers,
Analyzing Author’s Craft, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Speak to Communicate,
Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present Information, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and
Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 4: Wait to Formulate!

Rationale: To understand the writer’s position and form an opinion of his or her own, rezde:s must first read the text in
its entirety. Students will listen to the Foreward and “Running the River” in Father Water, Mother Woods by Garl
Paulsen. They will analyze the credibility of sources and how a writer’s personal €:x,. erience with a topic or issue can
provide relevant evidence that validates the author’s claims and sways readers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.WP.6.4; W.WR.6 5, W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1;
SL.11.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3,' .\i.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Sclt-A.vareness, Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Over Extendec Time Frames, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print
and Digital Sources, Evaluate Sources, Interpret and Inie arate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats,
Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s Craft, Text and Gzanre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Speak
to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Diccussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present Information,
Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structi:ve ot English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocaowary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 5: Strengthen Your Argument,

Rationale: Essay writers want to 2ny=ye readers as they build a strong argument. Students will explore how an
argumentative essay can use varicts techniques, such as quotes and descriptive language, to “hook” readers and
strengthen the argument. Stuacnts will integrate academic and domain specific words and phrases important to
comprehension or express,an.

New Jersey Studen? Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW.6.2; W.WP.6.4; W.WR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE.6.1; SL.IL& 2, S'..ES.6.3; SL.PI.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3; L.VI.6.4

New Jersey 5.c:al and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Mc X2y, Relationship Skills

Skills e ne. Scurategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Over Extended Time Frames,
Coracet Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Mudia and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s Craft, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively,
Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Mini-L

Generating Ideas I: Global and Current Events
Rationale: Essayists explain, explore, and argue ideas on topics that are current and often debatable. Students will




begin to generate their own ideas on discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical subjects,
English/Language Arts).

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW.6.2; W.WP.6.4; W.WR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE.6.1; SL.1.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.PI.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2; L.VL.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Wi 2Over Extended
Time Frames, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Interpret and Intey, a.c Information
Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s Craft, Text a2 Genre
Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Resncnd, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present Information, Adapt Speech Acco.dingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Litzral Meaning

Generating Ideas ll: Local and School Issues
Rationale: Responding to local and school issues enables students to write argumentative essays. Students will

examine topics and convey ideas about issues that have a direct impact an thzm, specifically discipline-specific content
(e.g., social studies, science, math, technical subjects, English/Language Arcs).

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW.6.2; W.VP.6.4; WWR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE.6.1; SL.11.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.A.1; L KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies. Self-Awareness, Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Argun.ents, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Over Extended
Time Frames, Conduct Research Projects, Gathe: Frint and Digital Sources, Interpret and Integrate Information
Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Cva'ua.e Speakers, Analyzing Author’s Craft, Text and Genre
Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Fffecu ey, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledgz »f '_anguage

Generating ldeas lll: Debatrp.2 (~tarests
Rationale: Writing about #.n ai>a of interest or hobby allows writers to express their expertise and opinions about

topics they care about. Students will consider topics that are both interesting and debatable as they generate ideas for
their essays, specifically aixcipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical subjects,
English/Language Ar!s).

New Jersey Stu.de % Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW.6.2; W.WP.6.4; WWR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE.6.1; S_.'l.c.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jerser Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Respai sitble Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Snills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Over Extended
Time Frames, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Interpret and Integrate Information
Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s Craft, Text and Genre
Features/Structure, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Rationale: Writers often take time to explore different ideas before they select the one they will develop further. Now




that your students have explored different ideas for their argumentative essays, it is time for them to select a topic,
specific to disciple-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, math, technical subjects, English/Language Arts), that
is important and has an angle or focus that is debatable.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW.6.2; W.WP.6.4; W.WR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE.6.1; SL.I1.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.PI.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management, Social Awareness,
Responsible Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Generate Ideas, Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, \iite Over Extended
Time Frames, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Interpret and I:*egrate Information
Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s Craft, Za:* and Revise Accordingly,
Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Pa:uciyat Effectively, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, use Knowledge of Language

Collecting I: Gathering Ideas
Rationale: Writers must use research and gather relevant information to ciat offective argumentative essays. They

must develop and produce content, often using the internet, and become exne.its on a topic before writing an
argumentative essay about it. Students will consider various sources a: il 6rganization tools as they begin to gather
research for their argumentative essay topics. Students will support c'aim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant,
accurate data and evidence, that demonstrate an understanding <f \hc topic or text, using credible sources.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W iv'/.6.., WWP.6.4; WWR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE.6.1; SL.II.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.i; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Comn.iencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, V/riww Iniormative/Explanatory Texts, Write Over Extended Time Frames,
Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print 2na Digital Sources, Evaluate Sources, Determine Importance, Summarize,
Interpret and Integrate Information Presei.ted in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s
Craft, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Sp~a:2to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate,
Participate Effectively, Present Infc:ri=tion, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language,
Use Knowledge of Language

Collecting ll: Both Sides of the Story
Rationale: Writers mus’ ui derstand and weigh the pros and cons of opposing and similar viewpoints before

formulating and arguiag ueir point or claim. Students will use resources and information they have gathered to explore
both sides of their ciira. Students will support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and
evidence, that dzmonistrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.

New Jersr., Ltudent Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW.6.2; W.WP.6.4; WWR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE.f 1, SL.Il.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.PI1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

Me.v Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Dcision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Over Extended Time Frames,
Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Evaluate Sources, Determine Importance, Summarize,
Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s
Craft, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate,
Participate Effectively, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language,
Use Knowledge of Language




Collecting lll: The Power of Anecdotes
Rationale: Argumentative essay writers use precise academic and domain specific words and phrases important to

comprehension or expression, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.
Students will connect current events and issues to their own personal experiences. Students will use words, phrases,
and clauses to link and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons and evidence. Students will establish and
maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.WP.6.4; W.WR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1;
SL.11.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awaie ess, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Use Sensory Details, Write Over Extended rin.= FFrames, Conduct Research
Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Evaluate Sources, Determine Importance, Summarize, Interpret and
Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speake:s, Analyzing Author’s Craft, Edit and
Revise Accordingly, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Cizcussion/Collaborate, Participate
Effectively, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Suicure or English Language, Use
Knowledge of Language

Drafting I: The Introduction
Rationale: Argumentative essays are developed and organized for cicrity. Students will begin drafting by composing

an introduction that engages their readers and clearly states th: u esis or claim of their essay. Students will introduce
claim(s) about a topic or issue and organize the reasons a:il eviuence logically.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1-\'.IW.6.2; W.WP.6.4; W.WR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE.6.1; SL.1.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.PI.6.4; SL.AS.A 5, L.5S5.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning ~ompetencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, "Nrite Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Over Extended Time Frames,
Conduct Research Projects, Gather !-:in. and Digital Sources, Evaluate Sources, Determine Importance, Summarize,
Interpret and Integrate Informatior. . ~<ented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s
Craft, Edit and Revise Accordinaly, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate,
Participate Effectively, Presen ‘nformation, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language,
Use Knowledge of Language

Drafting ll: The Body’
Rationale: The kcay ~f an argumentative essay contains clear and cohort evidence in which the development,

organization, anJ writing style support the thesis statement. Students will explore how to prioritize and organize their
research to for.nu'ate a strong arugment within the body of their essays. Students will support claim(s) with logical
reasoning a.u relevant, accurate data and evidence, that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using
credible so.rees.

Me.v Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.WP.6.4; W.WR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1;
SvL 11.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print
and Digital Sources, Organize/Sort Information, Determine Importance, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented
in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s Craft, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Speak to
Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present Information,




Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Drafting lll: Counterarguments
Rationale: Argumentative essays include an opposing view. Students will develop their counterarguments as they

continue to draft the body paragraphs of their essays. Students will support claim(s) with logical reasoning and
relevant, accurate data and evidence, that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.WP.6.4; W.WR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1;
SL.11.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awaie ess, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Condvct R=szarch Projects, Gather Print
and Digital Sources, Evaluate Sources, Determine Importance, Summarize, Interpret and Integrate Information
Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s, C-aft, Edit and Revise Accordingly,
Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborat. Farticipate Effectively, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Loigeage, Use Knowledge of Language

Drafting IV: Th nclusion - A Call to Action!

Rationale: The conclusion is the final opportunity for the essayist to coi \vey his or her opinions to the audience and to
do it with conviction. Students will work on creating a powerful corciis.on that is clear and concise and that
reemphasizes their claim.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW..,.2; WWP.6.4; WWR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE.6.1; SL.1.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.PI.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; 1.3S5.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Cemypetencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, \'ri.> Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Over Extended Time Frames,
Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Determine Importance, Summarize, Interpret and
Integrate Information Presented in Div=rs2 Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s Craft, Edit and
Revise Accordingly, Speak to Comm.ricate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate
Effectively, Present Informaticn, Ad=pt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use
Knowledge of Language

Rationale: Writers think avout their intended audience when revising. Students will use precise words and phrases to
convey relevant information and experiences in order to persuade their intended audience. Students will integrate
academic and domain specific words and phrases important to comprehension or expression. Students will use words,
phrases, and c'auses to link and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons and evidence. Students will establish
and maintzi> « ‘ormal/academic style, approach, and form.

New Jursi:y Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW.6.2; WWP.6.4; W.WR.6.5; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7;
SL.PE 6.1; SL.11.6.2; SL.ES.6.3; SL.P1.6.4; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Over Extended Time Frames,
Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Determine Importance, Interpret and Integrate
Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Analyzing Author’s Craft, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively,
Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of




Language

Editing I: Citing Sources
Rationale: Editors need to ensure that their references used to support the author’s claim and develop the argument

have been cited. Students will learn how to cite their references and sources accurately.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW.6.2; W.WP.6.4; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1;
SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareress, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Over Extended Time Frames,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Cite Sources, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Speak (o C~mmunicate, Listen and
Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present Informaton, Adapt Speech Accordingly,
System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Editing II: P ting Quotati
Rationale: In an argumentative essay, writers often quote information fro'n ariicles and people that help support their
views. Students will demonstrate command of the conventions of stancia:d Znglish by using punctuation correctly when
quoting information. Students will establish and maintain a formal/accde mic style, approach, and form.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.WP.6.4, W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.AS.6.6;
L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Compete. cies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Ove! Extended Time Frames, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Speak to Commuiiicate, cisten and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate
Effectively, Present Information, Adapt Spzac» Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use
Knowledge of Language

Rationale: Writers edit their wo 'k :» prepare for publication. Students will utilize editing practices and tools such as
peer editing, an editing chzcklict, and a proofreading guide. With some guidance and support from peers and adults,
students will develop and s:tengthen writing as needed by planning; flexibly making editing and revision choices;
sustaining effort to fit co np 2sition needs and purposes; and attempting to address purpose and audience. Students will
establish and maintaia a rurmal/academic style, approach, and form.

New Jersey St..de»% Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.WP.6.4; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.AS.6.6;
L.SS.6.1; LKL S.2

New Jer<er Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decisicn-Maiing, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate
Effectively, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use
Knowledge of Language

Publishing I: The Final Touc
Rationale: Crafting a powerful title is part of publishing a piece that will be presented to an audience of readers.
Students will craft an enticing title, considering their purpose and audience.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; WWP.6.4; W.SE.6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1; SL.UM.6.5;
SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.LKL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present
Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of Cnglish Language,
Use Knowledge of Language

Rationale: Celebrating students’ published essays is an important final step in the writing p:ocess. Students will
present argumentative essays as part of a writing community and so that their listeners car follow the line of reasoning
and the organization of their ideas.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.6.1; W.IW.6.2; W.WP.6.4; V.St 6.6; W.RW.6.7; SL.PE.6.1;
SL.UM.6.5; SL.AS.6.6; L.SS.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Mzi.agement, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Exgiai.atory Texts, Write Over Extended Time Frames,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Edit and Revise Accordinig'v, Listen and Respond, Participate Effectively, Present
Information, Include Multimedia Components, Public Speaking, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Student Self-Reflection
Rationale: Reflection is necessary in order for ~tude:nts to grow as writers. Students will reflect on their strengths and
weaknesses and set goals for future writing oraiewts.

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learving Competencies: Self-Awareness, Self-Management

Skills and Strategies: Reflecting, Scotting Goals

Assessment:
Benchmark: Argument Writing

Formative: Observauons, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences, Turn-and-Talks, Written
Responses, Write*'s 1:atebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes,
Reflection Shee's, Coar Sheets, IXL

Summative. ~ gument Writing
Suprie.mzntal Materials:

Studert Performance Checklist
Student Friendly Rubrics

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print versions




Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which may require
teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual orzanizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technoloyy, or native language other than English
Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses 'n class

Use a calculator or table of “math facts”

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than 01 an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations

Work or take a test in a different setting, su :h c2 a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, ne=: the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an execise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so fidgety kids can kick
it and quietly get their energy i,

Use noise buffers such as readphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to ~omgiete a task or a test
Have extra time . orocess oral information and directions
Take frequenr’ breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accomihdations

Take mre ume to complete a project

Take = test in several timed sessions or over several days
Tc ke sections of a test in a different order

Teke a test at a specific time of day

Cryanvization Skills Accommodations

]

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications

Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter papers




e Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on to fractions, or
moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead o re~uing print versions

e Use alternate texts at lower readability level

e Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger priiit si7e

e Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

e Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trairer s3und-field system (which may require
teacher use of microphone)

e Be given a written list of instructions

e Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

e Have another student share class notes with one aroth~r

e Be given an outline of a lesson

e Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

e Be given a study guide to assist in preparing ivr assessments

e Use visual presentations of verbal materiai. s':ch as word webs and visual organizers

e Use manipulatives to teach or demonsu ate concepts

e Have curriculum materials translated in:o native language
Response Accommodations
Use sign language, a commut.nication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other than English
Dictate answers to a scribc
Capture responses 01 «.n cudio recorder
Use a spelling dic’ionai 7 or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processr to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond diractly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accomracdations
e Work cr ke a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
e Silwhcre he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
e Use special lighting or acoustics
> Take a test in small group setting
e Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so fidgety kids can kick
it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations




Take more time to complete a project
Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
e Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test questions
o Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplicatior. wt.ile classmates move on to fractions, or
moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates conuiit.e to work on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the cna for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technaicgy:
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collectec using computational tools to make it usable for a specific
purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard i-fusion:
e Students can research topics related to fii.ari~ial literacy and financial literacy management.
* 9.1.8.PB.2: Explain how different circumstanccs czan affect one’s personal budget

9.2 Career Awareness Infusion:
e Students can research and celcct Jopics based on particular careers.

Science - MS-ESS3-D Glohzl Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics, Functioning, and

Resilience Infusion:
e Students can rese~rch und select topics based around environmental issues.
e Students can geicrate an argument in support of increased efforts for environmental conservation.

LGBTQ Awaren2«s Infusion:
e Students cor rusearch and select topics based around LGBTQ inclusion, awareness, and legislation.



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 6
Language Arts

Unit Name: Poetry Dates: May-June Time Frame: 9 - 10 Weeks

Lessons & Reading/Writing Activities:

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: Exploring the World of Poetry
Rationale: Readers of poetry need to have an overall understanding of the ricr.necs of the genre. Students will be

introduced to the study of poetry and notice the range of structural elemen: ai 4 .opics of poems.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.TS.6.4; SL."E.€.1

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Seli-iv!anagement, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Analy.:e Text Structures of Literary Texts, Make Inferences,
Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage ir Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively

Lesson 2: Reading With Your Ears!

Rationale: Readers pay attention to the scur..! de vices used in poetry to create mood and meaning. Students will
identify these techniques and their effects nn hoetry.

New Jersey Student Learning Star.'aiJs: RL.CR.6.1; SL.PE.6.1; L.KL.6.2

New Jersey Social and Emotionl _earning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship >k lIs

Skills and Strategies: Cicse Reading of Literary Texts, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Visualize, Make
Inferences, Finding Worau Meaning, (Vocabulary),Use Knowledge of Language, Speak to Communicate, Listen and
Respond, Engage i, Niscussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively

Lesson 3: Pzint Me a Picture

Rationale. Visualizing helps readers connect what they know to what they read. Students will use their senses to
create \mages as they read poetry to help deepen their understanding and build meaning.

Now Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: SL.PE.6.1; L.VL.6.3; L.VI.6.4
Skills and Strategies: Use Schema, Visualize, Make Inferences, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond,

Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning




Lesson 4: Thinking Big Thoughts

Rationale: Readers of poetry build meaning both while reading and after reading. Students will build meaning of what
is said explicitly and by making inferences that help them determine meaning of words and phrases as they are used,
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2; SL.PE.6.1; L.VL.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awarenes:. Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Making Inferences, Determining !mznr.2iice, Determine
Themes in Literary Texts, Synthesizing, Speaking to Communicate, Listening and Responaing, Engaging in
Discussion/Collaborating, Participate Effectively, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Litera, Mzaning

Lesson 5: Means of Connection

Rationale: Readers’ understanding of the text is based on unique conneciicis they make while reading. Students will
ask questions and make connections and inferences to discover and deenen \heir understanding of poems.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI1.6.2; S...'’"E.6.1; L.VL.6.3

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Sc'f-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts ('se Schema, Questioning, Determine Themes in Literary
Texts, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond. Erigage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Rationale: Readers of poetry use backqgrcurd knowledge and the context of a poem to figure out unfamiliar vocabulary.
Students will uncover the meanings o1 ur.familiar and multiple-meaning words and phrases as they are used, including
figurative, connotative, and technizal m2anings, by using schema and context clues.

New Jersey Student Lea ning S:andards: RL.CR.6.1; SL.PE.6.1; L.VL.6.3

New Jersey Social and Einotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Stratzg.~>s: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Use Schema, Make Inferences, Monitor and Repair
Comprehension, Cpeak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate
Effectively 'acapulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Mini-Lossons

Le-son 1: Close Reading of Poetry

Rationale: Readers of poetry need to build a literal understanding of each line by paying attention to words and
phrases. Students will determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used, including figurative, connotative,
and technical meanings. Students will learn to paraphrase by paying close attention to the details they read.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; L.VL.6.3; L.V|.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible Decision-Making




Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Make Inferences, Monitor and Repair Comprehension,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 2: What Does That Really Mean?

Rationale: Readers understand that poets use figurative language to capture a specific meaning. Students will
determine the meaning of words and phrases through gathering vocabulary knowledge, including figurative language,
to deepen their understanding of poems

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: L.VI.6.4

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Respensible Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Use Schema, Visualize, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, voc.abulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 3: Analyzing Structure

Rationale: Readers of poetry need to analyze the role of each stanzc a~a how they build on one another to create the
overall meaning of the poem. Students will pay attention to how star.zcs fit together to develop the overall meaning of
the text. Students will analyze how a particular piece (e.g., chapte. scene, stanza, sentence, paragraph, chapter, or
section) fits into the overall structure of a text and contribute. to uie development of the ideas, plot, setting, or theme.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI.6.2° R'.IT.6.3; RL.TS.6.4
New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Comy etencies: Self-Management, Responsible Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Make Inferences, Cete:mi.ie Importance, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Interactions
Among Text Elements in Literature, Analy=> 1oxt Structures of Literary Texts

Lesson 4: Selecting: Examining Na.vaive Poetry

Rationale: Readers of poetrv nave =n understanding of how a narrative can be written in the form of poetry. Students
will build understanding across na/rative. Students will analyze how a particular piece (e.g., chapter, scene, stanza,
sentence, paragraph, chag.=r, or section) fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of
the ideas, plot, setting, cr t,eme.

New Jersey Studzni ! earning Standards: RL.TS.6.4

New Jersey 5. cial and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible Decision-Making

Skills a»1 Strategies: Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts

J.essen 5: Collecting What's This Really About?

Rationale: Readers know that being able to connect to a writer’'s message is vital to comprehending poetry. Students
will make inferences to determine the big idea of a poem.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI.6.2
New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Determine Importance, Synthesize, Determine Themes in Literary Texts




Rationale:Readers need to be able to support their thinking with textual evidence from the poems they read. Students
will support their interpretation of a poem’s central idea by citing evidence.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2
New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible Dec'sion-Making

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Make Inferences, Determine Importarce Cetermine Themes in
Literary Texts

Rationale: Readers need to monitor their understanding as they are reading. Stuaents will use a variety of fix-up
strategies to clear up confusion.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.6.4, RL.6.5, RL.6.10, SL.5.1. ..6.5

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-- woreness, Self-Management, Responsible
Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Use Schema, Visualize, Monitor ara Repair Comprehension, Find Word Meaning(Vocabulary)
I 3: Why D This Fit?

Rationale: Readers uncover a poem’s theme in crde~ to have a deeper understanding of the poem and of the world.
Students will determine possible themes of the noenis after reading them.

New Jersey Student Learning Standardz: 1L.CR.6.1; RL.CI.6.2
New Jersey Social and Emotional L~aining Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Close ~2ading of Literary Texts, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Determine Themes in
Literary Texts

Rationale: Readars c-.nnect poems by determining common themes. Students will make connections across poems by
identifying comm.on the.ne and how each poem connects to the theme. Students will determine how an author conveys
or develops pespzctive in a text (through the narrator or speaker when appropriate).

New Jerser Student Learning Standards: RL.CI.6.2; RL.PP.6.5

Me\vr corsey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Responsible Decision-Making

Skills and Strategies: Determine Importance, Synthesize, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Determine
Perspective(s)

Lesson 10: The Power of Performance

Rationale: Readers of poetry compare what they understand and experience when reading a poem to what they
understand and experience when hearing the poem performed. Students will perform a self-selected poem and will
compare the reading and performance of the poem. Students will compare and contrast information or texts to develop




a coherent understanding of a theme, topic, or issue when reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an
audio, video, or live version of the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.MF.6.6

New Jersey Social and Emotional Learning Competencies: Self-Management, Social Awareness, Responsible
Decision-Making, Relationship Skills

Skills and Strategies: Make Inferences, Synthesize, Compare and Contrast using Diverse Media a~d Formats in
Literature

Assessment:

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences Tu.m-and-Talks, Written
Responses, Writer's Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student Performz nce “liecklists, Sticky Notes,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Written Pieces (Prompts), IXL

Summative: Students will read “Nesterenko” and “Fixer” by Paul B. Janeczko ir. order to answer selected and
constructed response questions
Poetry

Supplemental Materials:
Student Performance Checklist
Student Friendly Rubrics

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness'in.*2rest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or G&T:

Presentation Accommodations

e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

e Learn content from audio books, moviey, videos and digital media instead of reading print versions

e Use alternate texts at lower rearichily level

e Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

e Use magnification device =2 22n reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

e Use audio amplification 2=vice (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which may require
teacher use of microphcrie)

e Be given a writter lis* of instructions

e Record a lesson, irstead of taking notes

e Have anathicr student share class notes with one another

e Be giver. ai ouline of a lesson

e Be given 1 copy of teacher’s lecture notes

e B~ given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

e ULuoe visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers

« use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”




e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so fidgety kids can kick it
and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planier
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework przui2ms than peers
e Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test quectios
e Create alternate projects or ascgr.ments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on to fractions, or
moving ahead to an e.-ci sion concept/skill while classmates continue to work on a core skill)
e Get graded or ass. ssec using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Inst-uciion:
Instruction will vury according to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentatior: r.c..ommodations

Liste w0 audio recordings instead of reading text

Loana content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print versions
<« use alternate texts at lower readability level

e  Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

e Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

e Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which may require
teacher use of microphone)

e Be given a written list of instructions

e Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

e Have another student share class notes with one another

e Be given an outline of a lesson




Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few ('isw.-actions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from \‘isu-actions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be Incc=~d around a chair’s legs (so fidgety kids can kick it
and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, ar earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral informatior and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after comp!zing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a proi~ci
e Take a test in several timed sessiuns or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a cinarent order
e Take a test at a specific time or day
Organization Skills Accomn.ca.tions
e Use an alarm to ht 'p witn time management
e Mark texts with 4 1.'guilighter
e Have help ccordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive ¢'uay skills instruction
Assignment Mcdihcations
e Compiete fewer or different homework problems than peers
e \\ite shorter papers
e Ai swer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Cu-riculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on to fractions, or
moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific
purpose.




9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard Infusion:
e Students can research topics related to financial literacy and financial literacy management for their
biographies.
* 9.1.8.PB.2: Explain how different circumstances can affect one’s personal budget

9.2 Career Awareness Infusion:
e Students can write about the careers of the people they are focusing on in their biographies.
* 9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics. Functioning, and
Resilience Infusion:
e Students can select and write about pursuing an environmental-friendly initiative.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e During immersion, students will study prominent LGBTQ poets.
e Poems used as read alouds will feature LGBTQ characters and/or writton &y prominent LGBTQ authors.
e Independent reading poems will feature LGBTQ characters and/oi wvriier by prominent LGBTQ authors.

Subject Area: English Grade cevel: 7
Language Arts
Unit Name: Reading - Nzrec: September - Early Time Frame: 4-5 weeks
Launching October
(
\

Lessons & Writing A tivities:

Mentor Texts & Supj.lemental Resources Can Include:
e First Crossiny: Stories About Teen Immigrants
e Phineas Gage Ly John Fleischman
o Wheri 1 Was Your Age: Original Stories About Growing Up
e [fYui/iss A Boy by Alex Sanchez
*See Schnc'wide Unit for Additional Options

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

L n 1: What Is Reading Workshop?

Rationale: Reading workshop is a time to learn and grow as readers. Reading workshop is a time to
learn and grow as readers. Students will reflect on their own reading histories to understand their
reading identities and begin to build a reading community.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: SL.PE.7.1



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Skills and Strategies: Use Schema, Make Inferences, Participate Effectively, Listen and Respond,
Engage in Discussion/Collaborate

Lesson 2: Readers Are Active Thinkers

Rationale: Readers are active thinkers as they read, using a variety of comprehension strategies to
support understanding. Students will learn to synthesize their thinking in order to make inferences and
comprehend texts as they read.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Monitor and Repair Comprehensiari, ' )Jse
Schema, Question, Make Inferences, Synthesize, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate

Lesson 3: Crafting a Reading Life

Rationale: Readers are individuals with various strengths, challenges, and intarests and they choose
books at different times for different purposes. Students will begin crafting their 12ading lives by using
their own identities as readers to select well-matched texts across genres.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1
Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Text ani C enre Features/Structure, Monitor

and Repair Comprehension, Use Schema, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Find
Word Meaning (Vocabulary)

Lesson 4: Building Reading Stamina

Rationale: Readers cultivate habits that help *hem overcome obstacles as they are reading. Students
will notice and react to new information as thev 12ad to help them understand their reading more deeply
and stay focused.

New Jersey Student Learning Star dads: RI.CR.7.1; RLIT.7.3
Skills and Strategies: Close 2zaling of Informational Texts, Analyze Interactions Among

Informational Text Elemen.~, Mo:iitor and Repair Comprehension, Use Schema, Question, Make
Inferences, Visualize, Text a2 Genre Features/Structure

Lesson 5: Using Siraegies to Understand Complex Text

Rationale: Recdurs know what it feels like to understand what they read. Students will pay attention
when mearing bieaks down and use strategies to help clarify their understanding, especially with
complex te.t.

Nz Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.7.1; RI.Cl.7.2; L.VL.7.3
Skilis and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Determine Central Ideas in Informational

Texts, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Use Schema, Visualize, Make Inferences, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Rationale: Readers bring what they know or have experienced to their reading. Students will activate
their prior knowledge about the genre, author, and topic before reading and combine their prior




knowledge with the clues in the text to infer meaning as they read.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; SL.PE.7.1

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Use Schema, Make Inferences, Text and
Genre Features/Structure, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively

Lesson 7: Growing Ideas Through Conversation

Rationale: Readers synthesize how their thinking develops from the beginning to the end of a te> t tc
infer themes or big ideas. Students will grow ideas by talking with other readers and using evicer ze
from the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RI.CIl.7.2; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I..7.2

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Central Ideas n \nformational Texts,
Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Interpret and Integrate Information Precei.<ed in Diverse
Media and Formats, Synthesize, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Speak ‘o Communicate, Listen
and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively

Lesson 8: Engaging With Complex Text Through Conversation

Rationale: Readers read complex texts closely, inferring meanig rom the writer’s language choices
and analyzing ideas across texts. Students will benefit fron. building on each other’s thinking to take
meaning to a deeper level.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards:RL.CR.”.1, RL.Cl.7.2; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2; L.VI.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literziry Tcxts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Make
Inferences, Analyze and Integrate Informatic.x + -esented in Diverse Media and Formats, Synthesize,
Use Schema, Engage in Discussion/Coll~oc-awe, Participate Effectively, Vocabulary, Acquisition and
Use: Interpretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons

Rationale: Readers s=t ¢ ~als to support their individual growth. Students will reflect on their learning in
order to set goals ar.1 make plans for themselves.

New Jersey S*tul'ent Learning Standards: RL.7.10, R1.7.10, SL.7.1

Skills anu Strategies: Monitoring and Repairing Comprehension

Lessen 2: Making Reading Plans

Rationale: Readers are always prepared with books to read next; they have a plan for keeping new
reading ideas at hand. Students will consider how to generate ideas for reading.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.7.10, RI.7.10

Skills and Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure

Lesson 3: Expanding Our Reading Worlds




Rationale: Readers share books they love and expect to get recommendations from other readers.
Students will understand the importance of book recommendations and create meaningful book talks.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CI.7.2; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1l.7.2; SL.UM.7.5; W.RW.7.7

Skills and Strategies: Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Determine Importance, Synthesize,
Analyze and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Text and Genre
Features/Structure, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond.
Participate Effectively, Include Multimedia Components

Lesson 4: Using Plot Structure to Understand Fiction

Rationale: Readers of fiction recognize how plots are structured and use their understanding to
navigate through the text. Students will create a plot diagram to visually represent the structure of a
story.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.Cl.7.2; RL.IT.7.C. ki.TS.7.4; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Th~mus in Literary Texts,
Interactions Among Text Elements in Literature, Analyze Text Struct'ires of Literary Texts, Make
Inferences, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Text and Genre Feotures/Structure, Use Knowledge of
Language

Lesson 5: Talking About Fiction

Rationale: Readers of fiction notice characters, sei''ng, ulot, and themes as they read. Students will
deepen their understanding of fiction by sharing their uiinking about these elements through
discussions with each other. Students will analy2~ iow particular elements of a text interact including
how particular lines or dialogue or incidents i a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a decision.

New Jersey Student Learning Stardarus:RL.CR.7.1; RL.CIl.7.2; RL.IT.7.3; RL.TS.7.4; SL.PE.7.1;
L.KL.7.2;L.VI.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Clcse Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Interactions Among Text Flements in Literature, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts, Monitor and
Repair Comprehension, ' Isi: Schema, Question, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Listen and
Respond, Engage ir Liscussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Use Knowledge of Language,
Vocabulary, Acquicition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 6: M¢<ting Challenges in Reading Nonfiction

Rationile. k~aders expect challenges when reading in order to learn new information. Students will
car~ivlly examine all the clues that writers provide to help them gain knowledge.

Nev. Jersey Student Learning Standards:RI.CR.7.1; RI.Cl.7.2; RI.TS.7.4; L.KL.7.2
Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Determine Central Ideas in Informational

Texts, Use Text Structures in Informational Texts, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Use Schema,
Visualize, Make Inferences, Find Word Meaning (Vocabulary), Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 7: Determining What’s Important in Nonfiction




Rationale: Readers sift and sort through the information in nonfiction texts to understand how
important ideas are developed. Students will determine important ideas and details that support major
concepts. Students will cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant connections to
support analysis of what an informational text says explicitly as well as inferences.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.7.1; RI.CL.7.2; RI.TS.7.4; L.KL.7.2
Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Determine Central Ideas in Informational

Texts, Use Text Structures in Informational Texts, Determine Importance, Question, Make Inferences
Use Schema, Visualize, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 8: Expanding Content Knowledge Using Other Media

Rationale: Readers gain information from multiple sources, including visual texts. St ider.'c will identify
additional information needed and use multimedia sources to supplement understandiro derived from
written texts. Students will use knowledge of text structures (e.g., cause-effect. propc sition-support)
and genre features (e.g., graphics, captions, indexes) to organize and analyze ir.»octant information.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.7.1; RI.Cl.7.2; RL.TS.7 4; Ki.MF.7.6; L.KL.7.2
Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Visualize, .Jse Schema, Question,

Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Analyze Text Struciives in Informational Texts,
Compare and Contrast Information Presented in Different Medi¢: oi Formats

Lesson 9: Relating Form and Content in Poetry

Rationale: Readers of poetry recognize how poets "se Zifferent structures to convey their thoughts
and emotions. Students will notice how the structiire ¢ a poem impacts the feelings and ideas that are
conveyed.

New Jersey Student Learning Standarr's. R_..CR.7.1; RL.C1.7.2; RL.TS.7.4; LKL.7.2; L.VIl.7.4
Skills and Strategies: Close Readir g of Literary Texts, Make Inferences, Visualize, Determine

Themes in Literary Texts, Analvze Texu Structures in Literature, Use Knowledge of Language,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and U=e: nwerpretive Meaning

Lesson 10: Reflecting ¢i: krading Goals and Habits

Rationale: Readers reflect on their goals in order to gain insight into their habits and behaviors as
readers. Students .vill present evidence to support their reflections and then set new goals.

New Jersev Jiudent Learning Standards: RL.7.10, RI.7.10

Skills ena Scrategies: Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Synthesize

Isessment:
Berchmark: District Benchmark Assessment
Reading Assessments

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Reading Responses, Reading Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools,
Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reading Logs, Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets and
Reading Strategies Checklists, IXL




Summative: Reading Assessments
IXL

Supplemental Materials:

Student Performance Checklist

Where are My Students in the Reading Process? (Formative Assessment Note Sheet)
Reading Notebook Checklist

My Reading Life: Reflection and Goals

Reading Response Rubric

Fiction Writing Rubric

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, =nd/or
G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media ins‘ead of reading print
versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in 2 laiger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / {{e me h Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), a.'ditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class note< with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lectiire nutes
Be given a study guide to ascis. in greparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of \ert.al material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to tcac o demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum mater:als translated into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign languae, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate aricwers to a scribe
Captur= iv2sponses on an audio recorder
Use a <relling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
IIsc 2 word processor to type notes or give responses in class
‘Ise a calculator or table of “math facts”
Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Set.ing Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)




Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications

Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications

Learn different material (such as continuing to werk on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different =*cndard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to stuaent /eadiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations

N

Listen to audio recordinus .~stead of reading text

Learn content frorm aua:n books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fo'wer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use macniication device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audic amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
M=y “eguire teacher use of microphone)

o y'ven a written list of instructions

inecord a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations




e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
e Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a ci.air’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
o Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over sceral days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time menagement
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assi¢ninents in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or “iifferant homework problems than peers
o Write shorter pane:s
o Answer fewer or aifferent test questions
e Create ali=rnal2 projects or assignments
Curriculum Mc.'ifications
e Learr. different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a ore skill)
» Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing devices in order to improve the ways
users interact with the devices.
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable
for a specific purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard:



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf

e Characters in read alouds and independent reading texts learn money management skills.
e The plot or theme in read alouds and independent reading texts revolves around money
management skills and financial independence.

* 9.1.5.FP.4: Explain the role of spending money and how it affects wellbeing and happiness (e.g.,
"happy money," experiences over things, donating to causes, anticipation, etc.).

9.2 Career Awareness: Integrated throughout the unit, including but not limited to:
NewsELA current event texts highlighting various careers

Scope magazine texts highlighting various careers

Career Day presentations highlighting and explaining a variety of professions
Presentation skills through summative assessment forms

» 9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditini:<, and
personal behavior affect income.

+ 9.2.8.CAP.4: Explain how an individual’s online behavior (e.g., social networking pioto exchanges,
video postings) may impact opportunities for employment or advancement

9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills
* 9.4.8.Cl.4: Explore the role of creativity and innovation in career path.vays and industries

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts
o Recognize the importance of self-conficanze in handling daily tasks and challenges
e Self-Management
o Identify and apply ways to persever2 or overcome barriers through alternative methods
to achieve one’s goals
o Recognize the skills needeu ‘9 vstablish and achieve personal and educational goals
e Social Awareness
o Recognize and idenuv \he thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an awe rei.2ss of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrouinas
o Demonstrate ori understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ
e Responsible Decison Miking
o Develop, imi.'ament, and model effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
o ldentify \re consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive
choices
o Fvaluat= personal, ethical, safety, and civic impact of decisions
e Relatinn hip Skills
o lJtilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others
o Identify who, when, where, or how to seek help for oneself or others when needed

Szience - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,

Fuactioning, and Resilience Infusion:
e Nonfiction texts used as read aloud and for independent reading raises awareness on global
climate change.
e Fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent reading revolve around protecting our
environment and ecosystem, whether it's specific characters or the plot.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e Fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent reading will feature LGBTQ characters
and/or written by prominent LGBTQ authors.



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

o Non-fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent reading are based on prominent
LGBTQ figures and/or about the history and progression of the LGBTQ movement.

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 7
Language Arts
Unit Name: Dates: Time Frame: 3-1. Weeks
Reading-Fiction October-December/Januar
y

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Mentor Texts & Supplemental Resources Can Include:
Ghost by Jason Reynolds
Among the Hidden by Margaret Haddix
A Christmas Carol adapted by Israel Horovitz
First Crossing: Stories About Teen Immigrants
Junkyard Wonders by Patricia Polacco

e Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen
*See Schoolwide Unit for Additional Options

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: The Life of the Story

Rationale: Readers understanA thac there are different types of fiction texts that share the same
purpose of enlightening, enter{=ini1g, and involving the audience in the life of the story. Students will
build their understanding b7 aski.ig questions and gathering information about the subgenres of fiction.

New Jersey Student Le-~rriing Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.IT.7.3; RL.TS.7.4; SL.PE.7.1; L.KL.7.2;
L.VL.7.3

Skills and Stratcgies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Interactions Among Text Elements in
Literature, An~iyze Text Structures of Literary Texts, Use Schema, Question, Monitor and Repair
Comprehcasion, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate,
Participate E*zctively, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Les 2: Structuring the World of Ficti

Rationale: Readers understand that fiction texts have particular elements and chronological structures.
Students will explore fiction texts, paying particular attention to the story elements and how scenes or
chapters fit together to create an overall narrative structure. Students will analyze how particular
elements of a text interact including how particular lines or dialogue or incidents in a story or drama
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.IT.7.3; RL.TS.7.4; SL.PE.7.1; L.KL.7.2;




L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Interactions Among Text Elements in
Literature, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts, Use Schema, Question, Determine Importance,
Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition
and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 3: Analyzing the Elements of Drama

Rationale: Readers recognize that different fiction subgenres, such as drama, contain various
elements that are necessary to shape the story. Students will analyze the structure of a picv enu now
the elements of drama contribute to the development of the play and the ideas it conveys. S. raents will
analyze how particular elements of a text interact including how particular lines or diztoan2 or incidents
in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decisior.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards:RL.CR.7.1; RL.IT.7.3; RL.TS.7.4; SL P 7.1; SL.P1.7.4;
SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Interactions A'ncny Text Elements in
Literature, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts, Question, Visuali.;e, Make Inferences, Determine
Importance, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Speak to Commiunicate, Listen and Respond,
Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present .nformation, Include Multimedia
Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, Use Knowledge «f . anguage, Vocabulary, Acquisition and
Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 4: Exploring Conflicts

Rationale: Readers understand that there are aiferent types of conflicts present in fiction. Students will
analyze fiction stories to identify the type, nzare, and resolution of conflicts in order to understand how
they affect the plot and characters. Students will determine how an author conveys or develops
perspective or purpose in a text throual, cositrasting the points of view of different characters or
narrators in a text.

New Jersey Student Learni..q C*andards:RL.CR.7.1; RL.IT.7.3; RL.PP.7.5; SL.PE.7.1; L.KL.7.2;
L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Interactions Among Text Elements in
Literature, Determine Perspective(s), Use Schema, Visualize, Make Inferences, Determine Importance,
Speak to Commue .'cate. Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively,
Use Knowledge ~f Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 5. Exploring Characters and Points of View

R~*icnale: Readers pay close attention to who is narrating a story and consider how the narrator
in‘izences how the story is told. Students will explore how the author of the historical fiction text The
Mosy True Adventures of Homer P. Figg develops and contrasts the points of view of two different
narrators. Students will determine how an author conveys or develops perspective or purpose in a text
through contrasting the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.TS.7.4; RL.PP.7.5; SL.PE.7.1; L.KL.7.2;
L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts,




Determine Perspective(s), Use Schema, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Speak
to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/ Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Use
Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

L n 6: The Power of Historical in

Rationale: Readers recognize the power of historical settings and how fiction writers use history in
their stories to shape characters and plot development. Students will analyze the relationships among
historical settings, characters, and plot development. Students will compare and contrast a fictional
portrayal of an event, time, place, or character and a historical or scientific account of the same pricd
or event as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history and/or events.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards:RL.IT.7.3; RL.TS.7.4; RL.PP.7.5; RL.CT.7.8; GL.”E.7.1;
L.VL.7.3; L.VL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Interactions Among Text Elements in Literature, Analyze Tex. Structures of
Literary Texts, Determine Perspective(s), Use Schema, Make Inferences, Deterrinc Importance,
Synthesize, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discus:ior /Collaborate,
Participate Effectively, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisiti~~ and Use: Literal Meaning,
Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interprative Meaning

Lesson 7: Identifying the Theme or Central Idea

Rationale: Readers of fiction recognize that many stories «du-ess and are connected by particular
themes and central ideas. Students will identify the theme.s and consider the central idea(s) in terms of
morals, lessons, and themes across a text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR 7.; RL.CIl.7.2; RL.TS.7.4; SL.PE.7.1; L.KL.7.2;
L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of _incorary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Analyze
Text Structures of Literary Texts, Usc Scheinia, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Synthesize,
Speak to Communicate, Listen and Ftez~ond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively,
Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabuiary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

| o Acking CritickouN

Rationale: Reading with ~riiical questions in mind is an important part of analytical and close reading.
Students will analyz~ tiction stories to identify the critical questions that emerge from characters’
actions and dialogue.

New Jersev Jiudent Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.CI.7.2; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6

Skill. anu Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Question,
fviake liferences, Determine Importance, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Interpret and Integrate
Info. mation Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Speak to Communicate,
Listen and Respond, Participate Effectively, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly

Mini-Lessons

Lesson 1: Constructing Our Reading Knowledge

Rationale: Readers actively construct their understanding about a text by utilizing their background




knowledge. Students will focus on actively drawing upon their schema of fiction texts prior to reading.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; SL.PE.7.1
Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Use

Schema, Make Inferences, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Speak to Communicate, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively

Lesson 2: Active Reading

Rationale: Readers actively monitor their comprehension by keeping track of the events in a sto ¢,
raising questions as they read, and articulating their understanding. Students will focus o1 zciveiy
monitoring their reading.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.CI.7.2; RL.IT.7.3; SL.PE.7 1

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Litercry Texts,
Interactions Among Text Elements in Literature, Text and Genre Features/Suucuvire, Use Schema,
Question, Visualize, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Marnitor and Repair
Comprehension, Speak to Communicate, Engage in Discussion/Collahorcte, Participate Effectively

Lesson 3: Comprehension Challenges

Rationale: Readers expect comprehension challenges when -eading fiction. Students will identify and
use a range of strategies, such as predicting, visualizing and clarifying in order to determine meaning
and enhance their comprehension. Students will acquiic ad use accurately grade-appropriate general
academic and domain-specific words and phrases «aa “ill gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to compre:haension or expression.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.TS.7.4; RL.PP.7.5; SL.PE.7.1; L.KL.7.2;
L.VL.7.3; L.VL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Close Readir g of Literary Texts, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts, Use
Schema, Visualize, Make Inferences, uetermine Perspective(s), Determine Importance, Find Word
Meaning (Vocabulary), Monitcr zi.1 Repair Comprehension, Participate Effectively, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acwiisitivin and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 4: Vocabul«ry Challenges

Rationale: Reaaucrs expect vocabulary or word-level challenges when reading fiction. Students will
acquire and u~e accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases ai d v/ill gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprenension or expression.

inav/ Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.TS.7.4; SL.PE.7.1; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3;
LWV.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts, Use
Schema, Make Inferences, Synthesize, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Find Word Meaning
(Vocabulary), Participate Effectively, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 5: Examining Multiple Points of View




Rationale: Readers of fiction evaluate multiple characters’ points of view and examine how the
different perspectives influence the mood and tone of the story. Students will analyze how writers
develop contrasting points of view over the course of the text, which leads the readers to begin to infer
the writers’ message or purpose. Students will determine how an author conveys or develops
perspective or purpose in a text through contrasting the points of view of different characters or
narrators in a text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.IT.7.3; RL.TS.7.4; RL.PP.7.5; SL.PE.7.1,
L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Interactions Among Text Elements i
Literature, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts, Determine Perspective(s), Make Infereices,
Determine Importance, Synthesize, Speak to Communicate, Engage in Discussion/Coiiavorate,
Participate Effectively, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

L n 6: Eff f Literary Techni

Rationale: Readers interpret and analyze literature by paying attention to =z =cific words and phrases
in order to determine the mood and tone and how they shape the auth~r's nieaning in a text. Students
will discover how to determine a text’s tone and mood by analyzing hcow an author uses figurative
language, word choice, and imagery across a text. Students will acauvire and use accurately
grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific woids ar d phrases and will gather
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase ‘n.nortant to comprehension or expression.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1: K'..CIl.7.2; RL.IT.7.3; RL.TS.7.4; RL.PP.7.5;
SL.PE.7.1; LKL.7.2; LVL.7.3; L.VIL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Litere.  [=xts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Interactions Among Text Elements in Literau:re, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts, Determine
Perspective(s), Use Schema, Determine I'nhortance, Synthesize, Find Word Meaning (Vocabulary),
Speak to Communicate, Engage in Diszuscion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition aia Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 7: Analyzing Theme fcr Deeper Understanding

Rationale: Readers of ficticn recognize that many stories are connected by particular themes or central
ideas. Students will igentify themes or central ideas across a variety of texts.

New Jersey Stu-denc Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.CI.7.2; RL.TS.7.4; SL.PE.7.1; LVL.7.3

Skills anc¢! Siv-ategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Analyze
Text Strucui s of Literary Texts, Use Schema, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Synthesize,
Find *Vo.a Meaning (Vocabulary), Speak to Communicate, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate,
Fart.cipate Effectively, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

I 8: Collaborative C .

Rationale: Readers engage in collaborative discussions on a range of texts, topics, and issues.
Students will consider critical questions as they write about their reading in preparation for
conversations with peers, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.7.1; RL.TS.7.4; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I..7.2; SL.P1.7.4;




SL.AS.7.6; LKL.7.2; W.RW.7.7

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts,
Question, Visualize, Synthesize, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in
Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, Use
Knowledge of Language

Lesson 9: Reading With Expression

Rationale: Readers consider pacing, tone, and fluency when reading performative fiction. Stucier ts will
analyze the structure of a play and understand how reading this type of fiction with expreszion
enhances their engagement and comprehension.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.TS.7.4; RL.MF.7.6; SL.PE.7.1; SL.P1.7 4, SL.AS.7.6;
L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts, Compare ad Zontrast using Diverse
Media and Formats in Literature, Make Inferences, Determine Importance *"anitor and Repair
Comprehension, Speak to Communicate, Engage in Discussion/Collahorcte, Participate Effectively,
Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, Use Knowledge of ! anguage, Vocabulary, Acquisition
and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 10: Comparing Fiction Texts to Other Media Versions

Rationale: Readers of fiction compare and contrast texis v«ith movie, staged, audio, or multimedia
versions that address similar stories and themes. S*idcis will identify and analyze distinct ways
various media address a familiar story through disci'ssion and writing. Students will compare and
contrast texts (e.g., a written story, drama, or poem) to its audio, filmed, stages, or multimedia version
and analyze qualities of different mediums, i. <l.ding the effects of techniques unique to each medium
e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera foc!'s ond angles in a film).

New Jersey Student Learning Stardwrus: RL.CR.7.1; RL.TS.7.4; RL.MF.7.6; SL.PE.7.1; SL.P1.7.4;
SL.AS.7.6; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Clcse Reading of Literary Texts, Analyze Text Structures of Literary Texts,
Compare and Contrast using Diverse Media and Formats in Literature, Use Schema, Visualize,
Synthesize, Speak to Ccmniunicate, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Participate Effectively, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Literal Meaning

Extension of lastruction Through Optional Book Clubs:
How Can %ic.'on Books Bring Real Societal Issues to Light?

Posc<ible Text Options:
» After Zero by Christina Collins
Anything But Typical by Nora Raleigh Baskin
Bystander by James Preller
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Drums, Girls, & Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick
Game Changer by Tommy Greenwald
Nothing But The Truth by Avi
The Giver by Lois Lowry
Whatever Happened to Janine? by Caroline B. Cooney

e 6 6 06 06 0 0




Assessment:
Benchmark: District Benchmark Assessment

Reading Assessments

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Reading Responses, Reading Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools,
Formative Assessment Note Sheets, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reading Logs,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Reading Strategies Checklists, IXL

Summative: Fiction Reading Skills/Strategies Assessment

IXL

Supplemental Materials:

Student Performance Checklist

Essay Writing Rubric

Summative Assessment Scoring Rubric
Summative Assessment Item Analysis
Reading Response Rubric

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/lea.ning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or

G&T:

Presentation Accommodations

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading tex.

Learn content from audio books, movies, videcs and digital media instead of reading print
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readabilitv icve!

Work with fewer items per page or lii.e < nd/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification device, screer. recder, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification devico (e g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of n.icrophone)

Be given a written list o1 inctructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another stude: t share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a «ary of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a ~tudy guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visua' presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use meanipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

rave curriculum materials translated into native language

Respanse¢ Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator or table of “math facts”

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.




Setting Accommodations
e Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
o Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
o Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or piane:
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework prok'en.z than peers
o Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test questio:'s
e Create alternate projects or assigrments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such «s continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahi:ad w an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assuvssed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruc:iion:
Instruction will v2ry 2scording to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation F.cc uommodations
e Lisien w audio recordings instead of reading text
e L.oam content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another




Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language o.her
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator or table of “math facts”

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations

Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room witl. 'c & distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away i-on. distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that cai. be iwvoped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energ'' out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphcnez, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a te<*
Have extra time to process oral infcrrr.aticn and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after cumipleting a task

Scheduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a precject

Take a test in several time d sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test iri o aifferent order

Take a test at a spvcific .ime of day

Organization Skills Acc.o: r1odations

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark text:> wiut a highlighter

Have hc n cuordinating assignments in a book or planner
Rece ve study skills instruction

Assignmcnt Modifications

Ccmy.iete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications

Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate




8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing devices in order to improve the ways
users interact with the devices.
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable
for a specific purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard:

e 0.1.8.B.4 Relate the concept of deferred gratification to [investment,] meeting financial goai=,
and building wealth.

e 0.1.8.B.5 Explain the effect of the economy on personal income, individual and family sec trity,
and consumer decisions.

e 9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences or, finoncial
practice.

e 9.1.8.B.7 Construct a budget to save for long-term, short-term, and charitable g ais.

9.2 Career Awareness: Integrated throughout the unit, including but not imiwd to:
o NewsELA current event texts highlighting various careers
e Scope magazine texts highlighting various careers
e Students’ independent reading book involving characters with sz=cific careers, based on
student interest

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS”..C Ecosystem Dynamics,

Functioning, and Resilience Infusion:
e Texts used as read alouds and for independent reading revolve around protecting our
environment and ecosystem, whether it's specific ~haracters or the plot.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e Texts used as read alouds and for indepondent reading will feature LGBTQ characters and/or
written by prominent LGBTQ authorz

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s ‘eclings and thoughts
Self-Management
o Identify ar.d app’y ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative methods
to achievz one’s goals
Social Awarenes=
o Receagnize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Dcmornstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrounds
o Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ
R&sponsible Decision Making
< - Develop, implement, and model effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
rrelationship Skills
o Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others

3]

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 7
Language Arts
Unit Name: Dates: January-March Time Frame: 8-10 Weeks
Reading-Nonfiction



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Mentor Texts & Supplemental Resources Can Include:
e Inthe Shadow of Liberty by Kenneth C. Davis
e Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen
e Immigration and Migration: The Story of America
*See Schoolwide Unit for Additional Options

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: Introduction to Nonfiction

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction have endless opportunities to learn information #out the real world.
Students will recognize the characteristics of different types of nonfiction, including reference nonfiction
and various forms of literary nonfiction. Students will use knowledge of text stiuctures (e.g.,
cause-effect, proposition-support) and genre features (e.g., graphics, capticns indexes) to organize
and analyze important information.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.7.1; RI.TS.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Textc Us2 Text Structures in Informational
Texts, Use Schema, Make Inferences, Find Word Meaning (Vo:abulary), Listen and Respond

Lesson 2: How Do We Read Nonfiction?

Rationale: Readers understand the challenges m nonfiction text. They monitor their comprehension
and take action if they are losing meaning. Studer.is will use reading comprehension strategies before,
during, and after reading to support their learring.

New Jersey Student Learning StarJar's: RI.CR.7.1; L.VL.7.3
Skills and Strategies: Close cvadirg of Informational Texts, Use Schema, Question, Visualize, Make

Inferences, Determine Importa: e, Synthesize, Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Listen and
Respond, Engage in Discuc.sion/Collaborate, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 3: Nonfictioi. Text Features

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction use text features to help them more fully understand information they
encounter. Stuceris will identify text features and their purposes and will analyze how the features
support coiny feilension.

New .e.<zy Student Learning Standards:RI.CR.7.1; LVL.7.3

Sk.'ls and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Use
Schema, Question, Visualize, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Monitor and Repair
Comprehension, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Vocabulary, Acquisition and
Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 4: Structures of Nonfiction

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction pay attention to text structures to support their understanding.




Students will identify various text structures and how they support a writer’s intentions in a text.
Students will use knowledge of text structures (e.g., cause-effect, proposition-support) and genre
features (e.g., graphics, captions, indexes) to organize and analyze important information.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.TS.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Use Text Structures in Informational Texts, Use Schema, Make Inferences,
Monitor and Repair Comprehension, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate

Lesson 5: Vocabulary in Nonfiction Texts

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction encounter particular challenges with vocabulary. Studeriis will use a
variety of approaches to handle these challenges.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: L.VL.7.3; L.VI.7.4
Skills and Strategies: Use Schema, Visualize, Make Inferences, Monitor and k2o 'r Comprehension,

Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Vocabulary, Acquisi‘ior, and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 6: Learning From and About Biographies

Rationale: Literary nonfiction takes many forms, including biogiapny. Students will note characteristics
of this genre to support their understanding as they read biog, aphies.Students will analyze how
particular elements of a text interact including how a text ‘nakes connections and distinctions among
individuals, events, and ideas.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.IT.7 3, RI.LPP.7.5

Skills and Strategies: Analyze Interactions .An.>ng Informational Text Elements, Determine
Perspective(s), Use Schema, Make Inferenc=s, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate

Lesson 7: Author’s Point of View

Rationale: Writers of nonfictich 01'en have perspectives that determine how they present their topics.
Students will infer authors’ ~oints, of view to gain deeper insights into texts. Students will determine how
an author conveys or devc'op s perspective or purpose in a text through distinguishing their position
from that of others using ~v.dence.

New Jersey Stunwnt Leoarning Standards: RI.CI.7.2; RI.PP.7.5; L.VL.7.3

Skills and St ategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Determine Perspective(s),
Question, “/isualize, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Listen and Respond,
Engage in Diccussion/Collaborate, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Le<son 8: Understanding Authors’ Messages in Nonfiction

Rationale: Readers develop their understanding of a writer’s central messages as they continue
reading a nonfiction text. Students will think, write, and talk as they gather evidence to support, expand,
and revise their interpretations of an author’s messages. Students will analyze how particular elements
of a text interact including how a text makes connections and distinctions among individuals, events,
and ideas. Students will determine how an author conveys or develops perspective or purpose in a text
through distinguishing their position from that of others using evidence.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CI.7.2; RLIT.7.3; RI.PP.7.5

Skills and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Analyze Interactions Among
Informational Text Elements, Determine Perspective(s), Make Inferences, Determine Importance,
Synthesize, Speak to Communicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate

L n 9: Exploring Authors’ f Lan

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction notice the style and tone created by writers’ use of language.
Students will examine the effects of writers’ language choices in literary nonfiction. Students will
analyze and reflect on how two or more authors writing informational texts about the same topic shape
their presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing diffcrei .t
interpretations of facts.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CT.7.8; L.VL.7.3
Skills and Strategies: Compare and Contrast Different Forms’ Approaches, Usc Schema, Visualize,

Make Inferences, Synthesize, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/C. llacorate, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 10: Understanding the Power of a Speech

Rationale: Speeches can be powerful forms of literary nonficion. Students will examine the
characteristics of a speech and note their reactions to reaa.ny and listening to one. Students will also
build background knowledge by watching and listening to video clips about the speaker. Students will
compare and contrast to analyze the unique qualities o1 dii*2rent mediums, including the integration of
information from multiple formats and sources to de el deeper understanding of the concept, topic or
subject and resolve conflicting information.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: R1.Mr.7.6; L.VL.7.3; L.VI.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Compare an< Contiast Information Presented in Different Media or Formats,
Text and Genre Features/Structure, |Jsing Schema, Determining Importance, Synthesizing, Listening
and Responding, Engaging in Disci:ssion/Collaborating, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisiioi and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons

Lesson 1: Analyzit.> o Speech

Rationale: Recaurs of literary nonfiction notice how a speech is structured to support their
understanding of its central points. Students will summarize each part of a speech, note its main lesson
or message «nd make connections to the author’s ideas. Students will analyze how particular
elemen's f & text interact including how a text makes connections and distinctions among individuals,
evenll and ideas.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.7.1; RI.Cl.7.2; RL.IT.7.3; RL.TS.7.4; LVL.7.3;
LVI7.4

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Determine Central Ideas in Informational
Texts, Analyze Interactions Among Informational Text Elements, Use Text Structures in Informational
Texts, Use Schema, Question, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Listen and
Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning




Lesson 2: Analyzing Rhetorical Devices in a Speech

Rationale: Speeches are designed to hold the audience’s interest and clearly make their points.
Students will analyze a speech to discover how speakers make use of rhetorical devices.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: L.VL.7.3; L.VI.7.4
Skills and Strategies: Text and Genre Features/Structure, Use Schema, Visualize, Make Inferences

Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 3: Understanding an Essay

Rationale: Essays are another powerful form of literary nonfiction. Students will examiirz the
characteristics of an essay and summarize the main parts of an essay.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.7.1; RI.CI.7.2
Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Determiz.e Cantral Ideas in Informational

Texts, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Determine Importance, S /nthesize, Listen and Respond,
Engage in Discussion/Collaborate

Lesson 4: Analyzing an Essay

Rationale: Readers use their knowledge of the structure 0. an essay to help them understand a writer’s
big ideas. Students will analyze an essay to determ..ne 1.ow the introduction, thesis, body, and
conclusion present and support the author’'s mesc=ge.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: 21.21.7.2; RI.TS.7.4
Skills and Strategies: Determine Cenucl Ideas in Informational Texts, Use Text Structures in

Informational Texts, Question, Make 'ntt.;ences, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Listen and
Respond, Engage in Discussior/Ccilaborate

Lesson 5: Discussing Es_ays

Rationale: Readers recogrize that an essay can be understood more deeply through sharing ideas.
Students will engage ir. group conversations about an essay to probe its meaning.

New Jersey Stulent Learning Standards: RI.CR.7.1; RI.C1.7.2; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
SL.PI.7.4; &' "IM(7.5; SL.AS.7.6

Skills ena S ategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Determine Central Ideas in Informational
Tea's, Use Schema, Question, Make Inferences, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Interpret and
In.=grate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Speak to
Conimunicate, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborating, Participate Effectively,
Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly

Lesson 6: Analyzing an Argument

Rationale: Readers of persuasive essays are critical readers. Students will identify the claim, reasons,
and evidence in a persuasive essay to discern how an author has supported his argument about a
topic. Students will determine how an author conveys or develops perspective or purpose in a text




through distinguishing their position from that of others using evidence.
New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.7.1; RI.TS.7.4; RI.PP.7.5; RI.LAA.7.7
Skills and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Use Text Structures in

Informational Texts, Use Schema, Determine Importance, Synthesize, Determine Perspective(s),
Analysis of an Argument, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborate

Lesson 7: Evaluating an Argument

Rationale: Readers of persuasive essays study both sides of the argument and analyze the validity of
each writer’s perspective. Students will compare the reasons and evidence writers provide @i,
evaluate which better support the writers’ claims. Students will analyze and reflect on how tw~ or more
authors writing informational texts about the same topic shape their presentations of xev .~formation by
emphasizing different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.7.1; RI.TS.7.4; RI.PP.7.5; Ri.AA.7.7; RI.CT.7.8

Skills and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Use Text Structures in
Informational Texts, Text and Genre Features/Structure, Question, Male \~ferences, Synthesize,
Determine Perspective(s), Analysis of an Argument, Compare and Conti ast Different Forms’
Approaches, Listen and Respond, Engage in Discussion/Collaborat=

Lesson 8: Reexamining Nonfiction
Rationale: Readers develop more sophisticated unders*ai dings of nonfiction as they read different

types of texts included in this genre. Students will e ‘alu~te their goals for this unit and what they have
learned about reading nonfiction.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: SL.7.1, W.7.1, RI.7.10

Skills and Strategies: Synthesizing, Muonivsring and Repairing Comprehension, Listening and
Responding, Engaging in Discussior/Cuollaborating

Extension of Instruction Thia1:gh Optional Book Clubs:
How Did This Event/Inveniion/1:7ie Period Impact the World?
How Does This Event/Inve~n/Time Period Impact Me? My Future Decision-Making?
Possible Text Options Baced on Events/Inventions/Time Periods, for example:
WWII
e The Comrp.=te Guide to WWII by Richard Panchyk and Simon Adams (Informational Nonfiction)
paired with
e Grencde by Alan Gratz (Historical Fiction) or Invasion (Historical Fiction) by Walter Dean Myers

Assessnent:
Bz ci-mark: District Benchmark Assessment
Reading Assessments

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Reading Responses, Reading Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools,
Formative Assessment Note Sheets, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reading Logs,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Reading Strategies Checklists, IXL

Summative: Nonfiction Reading Skills/Strategies Assessment
IXL




Supplemental Materials:

Student Performance Checklist
Biography Project Rubric

Essay Writing Rubric

Summative Assessment Scoring Rubric
Summative Assessment Item Analysis

Differentiate Instruction:

Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, andi»r
G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead . reading print
versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a large. z.'rit size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Cde
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory *rainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with ore another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture note:
Be given a study guide to assist in nrena,ing for assessments
Use visual presentations of verbal meteiial, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or deiorstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials trarsleted into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, & ~crn munication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers ic a scribe
Capture resprnsces on an audio recorder
Use a spelling Jdictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a wora srocessor to type notes or give responses in class
Use ¢ calculator or table of “math facts”
e Rcospond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accummodations
e Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a task or a test




e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
o Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
o Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
o Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multi..!'\=ation while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/s«i. wiile classmates continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard thar the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student reacir~ss/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings inste2< o1 "eading text
e Learn content from audio boc:'s, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions
Use alternate texts at io ve: readability level
Work with fewer it:ms .=r page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification acvvice, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplii‘cation device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a writt2n list of instructions
Recoru a !zsson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another
o> y'ven an outline of a lesson
Ce given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
e Dictate answers to a scribe

N o o o o




Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s le1s (<0
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over several deys
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time managemer.:
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments ii* a 300k or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different hoirework problems than peers
o Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or differarit est questions
e Create alternate pi “jects or assignments
Curriculum Modificaticns
e Learn differert maierial (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractior,», 01 .moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a coi > skil)
e Get gradad or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Cemputier Science & Design Thinking Technology:
¢ 8.1.8.CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing devices in order to improve the ways
users interact with the devices.
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable
for a specific purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard:
e Financial Literacy as Related to Careers
e Career Research Report
e Nonfiction texts and articles relating to particular careers or individuals relating to financial
literacy



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf

* 9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various financial scenarios.
» 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making
financial decisions

9.2 Career Awareness:
e 0.2.8.B.1 Research careers within the 16 Career Clusters® and determine attributes of career
success.
e 9.2.8.B.2 Develop a Personalized Student Learning Plan with the assistance of an adult mer.tor
that includes information about career areas of interest, goals and an educational plan.
e 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be develcned
through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career.

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Cvrx:iics,
Functioning, and Resilience:

e Nonfiction texts used as read aloud and for independent reading raises av'araness on global
climate change.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e Non-fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent rezuing are based on prominent
LGBTAQ figures and/or about the history and progression of &1,= LGBTQ movement.

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts
o Recognize the importance of self-con.idience in handling daily tasks and challenges
e Self-Management
o Understand and practice stratenics yor managing one’s own emotions, thoughts, and
behaviors
o Recognize the skills needed o establish and achieve personal and educational goals
e Social Awareness
o Recognize and identi .2 thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an aareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgicur.ds
o Demonstrate a1 uaderstanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ
e Responsible Decis.\n Making
o Develop, napiement, and model effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
o ldenti®y t1.& consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive
choiens
o [tvcluata personal, ethical, safety, and civic impact of decisions
e Relativnship Skills
~ Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others
o Demonstrate the ability to prevent and resolve interpersonal conflicts in constructive
ways



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 7
Language Arts

Unit Name: Writing-How | Dates: September-October [ Time Frame: 4-5 Weeks
Writers Work

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Mentor Texts & Supplemental Resources Can Include:
e [ ocal News Stories by Gary Soto

e Funny Business: Conversations With Writers Of Corm.ac'v Ly Leonard S. Marcus
*See Schoolwide Unit for Additional Options

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: Uncovering the Writing Process

Rationale: Students will listen to excerpts from the mentor texts and begin to discuss how writers work
and the processes they use to generate a:d revise their ideas.

New Jersey Student Learning Stardcras: W.AW.7.1; W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; $51..R3.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; LVIL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Wr'te Arcuments, Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Write Ov=r Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers,
Present Information, Ade ot Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use
Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition
and Use: Interprei‘ve ni2aning

Lesson 2: Tk« Place Where Writing Starts: Keeping a Writer’s Notebook

Rationale: S*udents will question and reflect on what inspires and motivates authors as they listen to,
dis~uss, and compare various texts, as well as understand the importance of keeping a Writer’s
Ivntebeok.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; W.NW.7.3; W.WP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3; L.VI.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively,
Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English
Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,




Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

I 3: Nonfiction Possibiliti

Rationale: Students will analyze the mentor texts for writing forms and genres and reflect on the
nonfiction topic contained in a piece of narrative fiction.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; W.IW.7.2; W.NW.7.3; W.WP.7.4; WWR.7.5
W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; LVIL7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, £ it
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Raiticipate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System wnd Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use Lite:2i Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 4: Reflecting on Life’s Conflicts

Rationale: Students will examine the many life experiences that inspired i-.c authors of the mentor
texts in this unit, and they will analyze and understand the importance f ¢znflict in narrative.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7 4: \\ WR.7.5; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1;
SL.I.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7 2, L V1..7.3; LVI.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectivc'y, Analyze and Integrate Information
Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Spczkers, Present Information, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Larai'aye, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 5: Turning Ordinary Into Poetiz

Rationale: Students will analyze poetry from A Fire in My Hands: Poems by Gary Soto to see how
ordinary or common experiences and events have been transformed into beautiful verse through the
use of author’s craft.

New Jersey Student Lezni~g Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS$.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; L.VI.7.4

Skills and Stratey‘es: Nrite Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Write Over Exter.ded Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information,
Adapt Speecl Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language,
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive
Meaniny

Mvi-Lessons

Lesson 1: Generating Ideas | - Using Objects to Spark Ideas

Rationale: Writers find inspiration in meaningful objects. Students will generate ideas for writing as
they focus on keepsakes in their own lives.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; W.WP.7 4; WWR.7.5; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1;
SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; LVI.7.4




Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Integrate Information
Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 2: Generating Ideas Il - Quick Writes & Filling up the Notebook With Ideas

Rationale: Writers often get writing ideas from other writers. Students will revisit mentor texts for ‘he
purpose of making connections to jump-start their writing and quickly get their ideas down in then
notebooks.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7 4; WWR.7.5; W.RW.7.7, S_L.PE.7.1;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; L.VI.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct r*es:arch Projects,
Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speake.s, i"’resent Information,
Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Uz~ Xnowledge of Language,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisitior. and Use: Interpretive
Meaning

Lesson 3: Generating Ideas lll - Sketching Ideas — Storykca-d nspirations

Rationale: Writers sometimes begin with illustrations as « way of prewriting and planning the flow of
their stories. Students will create storyboards to use as nsziration for the development of possible
narratives.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.\W.7.3; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1;
SL.I1.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL AS.7.6; L.S: 7.1; LKL.7.2; LVL.7.3; L.VI.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Narrativ=s, Ecit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Write Over Extended Time Frames, [’ai ‘icipate Effectively, Analyze and Integrate Information
Presented in Diverse Media and Fo:mats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structiiic ur English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Litere | Mea~ing, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Rationale: Writers 'ise 'heir notebooks as a tool to record their thinking, observations, and memories,
and they revisit tese ideas often to select one idea that they think is worthy of being developed and
published. Students will look at the mentor texts, confer with peers, and thoughtfully reread their
notebooks to select one of their ideas to stick with, develop, and publish.

Ne'v ersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; W.IW.7.2; W.NW.7.3; W.WP.7.4; WWR.7.5;
W RW.r7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.LKL.7.2; LVIL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Analyze and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate
Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language,
Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 5: Collecting - What Do | Need to Begin My Draft?




Rationale: Writers collect details and relevant information needed before they begin their first draft.
Students will discuss ways writers research their ideas in order to collect information to develop their
writing.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; W.IW.7.2; W.NW.7.3; W.WP.7.4; WWR.7.5;
W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.S§S.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edi
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Ove:r
Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 6: Drafting - Organizing According to Form

Rationale: Writers begin to draft their pieces with a form and organization plar ir miad. Students will
examine how the different forms are organized, select the form they feel is apnrcante for their writing,
and begin their drafts. Students will recognize spelling conventions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; W.IW.7.2; W.NW.7.5; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5;
W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LK..../.2; LVL.7.3; LVIL7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/E;:nianatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write C ‘er extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adart Spcech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vezaculary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Mean'r.g

Lesson 7: Revising | - Re-Seeing Your Writiriy, fc BIG Revisions

Rationale: Writers use many effective revisian techniques to ensure that their writing will develop into
what they want it to sound like to thei- reaacrs. Students will revise for a clear and coherent piece of
writing that is focused, well developed, ond organized. Students will recognize spelling conventions.

New Jersey Student Learni:.q9 Ctandards: W.AW.7.1; W.IW.7.2; W.NW.7.3; W.WP.7.4; WWR.7.5;
W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL..=S.7.0; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; L.VIL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: \ rit2 Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordirgiv, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluz.'e Spzakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Lanauage, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acguisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lessor 8. kyvising Il - Precise Words

Raotionale: Writers use precise words, phrases, and clauses to clearly convey ideas, experiences, and
eve:ts. Students will replace vague language with specific nouns and vivid verbs. Students will
recognize spelling conventions. Students will acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general
academic and domain-specific words and phrases and will gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; W.IW.7.2; W.NW.7.3; W.WP.7.4; WWR.7.5;
W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; LVIL.7.4




Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

L n 9: Editing - n nten

Rationale: At the end of the writing process, writers focus on grammar and conventions so their piec>s
can be easily read by all. Students will learn to identify and correct run-on sentences and sentenc=
fragments. Students will recognize spelling conventions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; W.IW.7.2; W.NW.7.3; W.WP.7.4; W/.V'R.7.5;
W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Wr'te Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frcmes, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordir.aly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisiticr ord Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 10: Publishing - What Should My Piece Look Like?

Rationale: Writers produce and publish a final piece with the: ncne and intention of appealing to their
readers. Students will examine the choices made by the menur text authors to be better able to decide
on an approach for their pieces.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.” .1, YW.IW.7.2; W.NW.7.3; W.WP.7.4; WWR.7.5;
W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES ./ 3, SL.P1.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1;
L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments. W.ite Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Recec.rct. Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over
Extended Time Frames, Participate [-fte ~lively, Analyze and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Soea:ers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System cna Suucture of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 11: Student Self Re “lection

Rationale: Students sihould feel a real sense of accomplishment now that they have completed their
first piece of writing and taken it through the entire writing process. It is important that they now reflect
on and evaluate his experience and the results of their efforts.

Assessient:
Benchinai k: 3enchmark Writing Sample
IXL

Forinative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Responses, Writer’'s Notebook, Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student
Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, IXL

Summative: Written Pieces (Prompts)

Supplemental Materials:
Student Performance Checklist




Student Friendly Rubrics

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or

G&T:

Presentation Accommodations

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for asszssmeats

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as wrd webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate conc::pts

Have curriculum materials translated into native lainguage

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication dcvice, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an aud'io ecorder

Use a spelling dictionary or e'ecronic spell-checker

Use a word processor w t,ne notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator o tabio of “math facts”

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations

Work or tak~ & test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where 1.2 lez rns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use sg~ci2l lighting or acoustics

Take @ test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
“dgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Tim.ng Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a project
Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days




e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
o Write shorter papers
o Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while; c'assmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classnictes continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one fc: c'assmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interes*/icaiaing profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading tex.
e Learn content from audio books, movies, vide~s and digital media instead of reading print
versions
Use alternate texts at lower readabilitv icve!
Work with fewer items per page or lii.2 < nd/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screer. recder, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification devic. (¢ 9., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of n.icrophone)
Be given a written list o1 inctructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another stude: t share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a «ary of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a ~tudy guide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visua' presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use meanipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e r.ave curriculum materials translated into native language
Respanse¢ Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.




Setting Accommodations
e Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a project
o Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or gia.ner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework prok:=m than peers
o Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test ques’io:.s
e Create alternate projects or assigr.ments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such a~ continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving Aahizd 10 an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or asst ssed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.CS.1. haommend improvements to computing devices in order to improve the ways
users irteract with the devices.
e 8.1.8 UA. ! Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable
for a specific purpose.

9.1 Fer<onal Financial Literacy Standard:
» Writing prompts for all genres - narrative, informational, and argumentative - can be centered
around financial literacy.
e Any research conducted during the writing process can focus on a topic related to financial
literacy.
* 9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various financial scenarios.
+ 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making
financial decisions

9.2 Career Awareness: Integrated throughout the unit, including but not limited to:



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf

e Researching how writers brainstorm ideas and the entire process of publishing their writing.
e Learning about well-known writers and their craft.

9.2.8.CAP.1: Identify offerings such as high school and county career and technical school courses,
apprenticeships, military programs, and dual enrollment courses that support career or occupational
areas of interest.

* 9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

+ 9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational choices, skills, economic conditions, and
personal behavior affect income.

9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills
* 9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.

* 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating mefia r.-2ducts (e.g.,
W.6.8).

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosvstein {'ynamics,

Functioning, and Resilience:
e Texts used as read alouds have a plot or theme related to protertiig our environment and
ecosystem.
e \When brainstorming topics, students can connect their writii.g to a time they did something
positive for the environment.
e Students can generate an argument in support of in-:rez.zed efforts for environmental
conservation.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:

e Texts used as read alouds written by promiii>nt LGBTQ authors.

e Texts used as read alouds have a plot or .= me related to diversity and acceptance.

e Students' narrative could have a plot <~ ti.2me related to diversity and acceptance.

e Students can research and select topios based around LGBTQ inclusion, awareness, and
legislation.

e Students can generate an ar¢, in.2nit in support of increased efforts for LGBTQ inclusion,
awareness, and legislation

Social Emotional Learni:ug.
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize ore’s feelings and thoughts
o Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths, and limitations
o Reccanize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges
e Self-Mar.ag~ment
o k-zcognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals
> .dentify and apply ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative methods
to achieve one’s goals
e  Scociai Awareness
o Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrounds
o Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ
e Responsible Decision Making
o Develop, implement, and model effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
o ldentify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive
choices
o Evaluate personal, ethical, safety, and civic impact of decisions
e Relationship Skills



https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

o Establish and maintain healthy relationships

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 7
Language Arts

Unit Name: Writing-Book | Dates: October-November | Time Frame: 4-8 Weeks
Review

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Mentor Tex lemental R r n Incl :
e Concussion by Jeanne Marie Laskas
*See Schoolwide Unit for Additional Options

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons
Lesson 1: Book Review - Making a Claim

Rationale: Book reviews are texts that examine or assess books . itr a critical eye. Students will
examine a book review and parts of the reviewed text to determn.& if the reviewer states his claim
clearly and successfully.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7." - W.WP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS 7.C: )_.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; LVIL7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, EJit ono Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Ovar =xtended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in [iverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech According.,. Jystem and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition 214 JUse: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 2: Purpose of ¢ Bhouk Review

Rationale: The book ~viewers’ purpose is to effectively argue their claims or opinions (enthusiastic or
cautionary) aboric a ~ock, using clear reasons and relevant evidence to prove their point and convince
an audience o1 jec.ders. Students will listen to Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco and a book review
about the tza* .o determine whether the review successfully argues the reviewer’s claim.

New e scy student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE7.1; SLUIL7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; LVIL7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 3: Identifying Theme




Rationale: Writers have a general theme to their stories and often imply or state the theme via
character and/or plot development throughout the course of the stories. Students will discuss how
identifying the theme of a text is an important feature of book reviews.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7 4; W.WR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.II.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3; L.VIL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interprot
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Presein
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Krcw.2uge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and L.e:
Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 4: Structure of a Book Review

Rationale: Book reviewers need to present clear and coherent reviews that :rre srganized and
appropriate to purpose and audience to be effective. Students will analyze -2 structure of book
reviews and how it contributes to the overall effectiveness in getting th~ reviewer’s point across.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7.4, ‘N \WR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1 L.<L.7.2; L.VL.7.3; L.VIL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended 1.me Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media ::nd Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System 2iid Z*ructure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Litcval Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 5: Audience Engagement

Rationale: Book review writers he vz a strong awareness of audience and purpose when writing their
book reviews. Conveying strc.ho coulions, ideas, and details in an engaging manner will pique readers’
interest and motivate them to recu the entire review. Students will look closely at how a reviewer crafts
his review using precise |2ny'1age and details to engage the readers.

New Jersey Studert (.earning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; LVIL7.4

Skills and St-ategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print < nd Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Inte:gi ate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Informauci, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Lanyuege, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:

Inte pretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons

Lesson 1: Generating Ideas | - Books That Made a Difference

Rationale: Book reviewers write informative, explanatory reviews about meaningful texts they feel
strongly about. Students will generate a list of meaningful and important books that have had a strong




effect on them.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; LVIL7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 2: Generating Ideas Il - Claiming the Theme

Rationale: Book reviewers make claims about the themes of the books being reviewed Ly arguing their
points of view with clear reasons and relevant evidence. Students will make clainms ahout the themes of
the books they have selected by citing supporting evidence.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7.4; WWR.7 5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2, L. VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordii.2iv, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time F1an2s, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and ~c mats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Strurture of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Mezning

Lesson 3: Generating Ideas lll - Genre Charactcristics

Rationale: When writing a book review, boo! reviewers think about the genre and the style of the
text—how it is written. Students will examino ti.e books they are considering reviewing to identify the
genre and explore the authors’ style an<’ text structure.

New Jersey Student Learning Staadards: WAW.7.1; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2; SL.ES.7 3; S_."|.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Informaivon Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adap* Spcach Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocehula:y, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 4: Sclecting - Deciding on a Book to Review

Ratinaa.c. Writers consider their purpose and audience when selecting the book they will review.
Ctuc.enss will look over and discuss their choice of books and thoughtfully choose the one book they will
revicw.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present




Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language

Lesson 5: Collecting | - Discovering the Connection

Rationale: Book reviewers oftentimes connect a book they’re reviewing to other similar texts. Students
will research and gather relevant information from multiple sources—digital and print—and quote or
paraphrase the similarities or differences to their books to support their claims.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7 7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6;L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research P\ ~jects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effactivaly, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers. Present
Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System ar.4 Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Us<: [ iteral Meaning

Lesson 6: Collecting Il - Gathering the Information and Evidence

Rationale: Book reviewers support their claims with logical reasonira and relevant evidence from the
text itself and additional sources. Students will develop the content &' their book reviews by gathering
relevant evidence, including quotes, excerpts, and informaticr, fion. the books they are reviewing.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; V. WP.7 4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; . S3.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit anci Pevise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Exi=r.aed Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Dive: e Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, Svstern and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition a.>d (Ise: Literal Meaning

Lesson 7: Collecting lll - Usirq Daline Resources

Rationale: Book reviewers< gather relevant information to write rich and complete reviews from multiple
print and digital sources. Ctud'znts will use online resources to conduct additional research and collect
credible and accurate intormiation to include in their book reviews.

New Jersey Stunwnt Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL .7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3; L.VI.7.4

Skills ana Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Priat ond Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
an< itegrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
in‘o.mation, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Lanyuage, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 8: Drafting | - Organizing the Book Review

Rationale: Book reviewers plan, organize, and craft clear and coherent writing to engage and inform
their reading audience. Students will plan and organize their book review information to craft an
engaging, informative, and argumentative review.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language

Lesson 9: Drafting Il - Connecting the Points

Rationale: Book review writers connect and clarify their reviews to create a cohesive relaiior: ship
among their ideas and concepts. Students will use words, phrases, and clauses to creat= ~vhesion and
clarify the relationships among claims, reasons, and evidence.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7.4; WWR.7.5: W S 7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.\/L.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly. ccnuuct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Pcrticipate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formaic, Svaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structurc ¢f English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meanir.g

Lesson 10: Revising | - Insertin uotes

Rationale: Book reviewers develop and strengthen their writing by planning and revising their reviews
to include direct quotes from the reviewed text. Students will review the quotes and excerpts they plan
on including in their reviews and embed the cuc*zs correctly into their book reviews. Students will
recognize spelling conventions.

New Jersey Student Learning Stardarus: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7 4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3: SL.”\1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Wr te Arcuments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Souines, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Informatioi® P esented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocab.'ary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 11: R~vising ll: A Formal Writing Style

Rationile. A book reviewer maintains a formal writing style by using precise words, phrases, and
cl2's0s w introduce the claim, create cohesion, and clarify the relationship among the claim and
reasons or evidence. Students will revise their book reviews to maintain a formal writing style by
deliverately using precise words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and to strengthen their
arguments. Students will recognize spelling conventions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7 4; W.WR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.I..7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3;
L.VL7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,




Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

L n 12: Editing - Peer Editin

Rationale: Book reviewers strengthen their writing by seeking guidance and support from peers. Pecr
editing allows both the readers and the reviewers to focus on the mechanical decisions they have
made. Students will work with a partner to use a peer editing checklist that establishes the rulesor
correct use of conventions and grammatical structures. Students will recognize spelling ccnvenuuns.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.7.1; WWP.7 4; WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6: N.RW.7.7;
SL.PE.7.1; SL.II.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conducti 2e.=2arch Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Particina.s Effectively, Interpret
and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, EvalL=*> Gpeakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of Engli<h { anguage, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 13: Publishing - Adding “About the Reviewer” Irfcr.mation

Rationale: When a book reviewer’s work is published, it is often accompanied by information about the
reviewer. Students will compose “About the Reviewer” iox. to accompany their reviews.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.Wer 7., WWR.7.5; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1;
SL.I.7.2; SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; Sl AR.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Edit and Revise A :coraingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and
Digital Sources, Write Over Extended 7:me Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate
Information Presented in Diverse Mediz. and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include
Multimedia Components, Adapt Sheecn Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use
Knowledge of Language, Vocobuiary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 14: Student Self Reflection

Rationale: Students have worked diligently on crafting their book reviews. It is important for them to be
reflective now that *he process is complete. In this way they will become even better writers.

Assessma,t:
Benchmai <: 3enchmark Book Review of Summer Reading Book
Reading Assessments

Fcrmative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turrn-and-Talks, Written Responses, Writer’'s Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student
Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, IXL

Summative: Written Pieces (Prompts) and Published Book Review
Reading Assessments
IXL

Supplemental Materials:




Student Performance Checklist
Student Friendly Rubrics

Differentiate Instruction:

Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or
G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading prim
versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, scund-fi2ld system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of verbal material, suct. as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate ccncepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into nauve language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communicatio acvice, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an 2ulio vecorder
Use a spelling dictionzi ;' ¢ eiectronic spell-checker
Use a word processor 1 type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or .able of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommocaiions
Work or ta,'e aiest in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit whcre he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Usz sp=cial lighting or acoustics
Tako a test in small group setting
se sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
+ Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project

9 ¢ 0 o




Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order
Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications

Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications

Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication wii'e classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while clarsm.ztes continue to work
on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the oric fo classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/intz. est/izarning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations

N

Listen to audio recordings instead of readirc t~xt

Learn content from audio books, movies, vide~s and digital media instead of reading print
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readabintv iovel

Work with fewer items per page <+ li>2 and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification device, scroeir. reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification devic= /e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher 1’se n, ~iicrophone)

Be given a written iist o/ instructions

Record a lesson. ins‘ead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given ar nitline of a lesson

Be given a ~opy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given o study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Usec 1sual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers

U e ‘nanipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

1idve curriculum materials translated into native language

Rosponse Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator or table of “math facts”




e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a project
o Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
o Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planrner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework prcticms than peers
o Write shorter papers
o Answer fewer or different test queztior.s
e Create alternate projects or nssigriments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (syzh as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving =ne ad to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)
o Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Scicnce & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.CT 1: Xecommend improvements to computing devices in order to improve the ways
users inte.act with the devices.
e 8.7.5.UA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable
i « specific purpose.

€ 1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard:
» In reviewing a book’s plot or conflict, students can analyze the motives of characters’ financial
literacy.
e Students can make connections to one’s own financial literacy and decision-making to those
characters in the books being analyzed.
* 9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various financial scenarios.
» 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making
financial decisions



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf

9.2 Career Awareness:
e Inread alouds and independent reading texts, students are introduced to a variety of careers
that characters have.
e In reviewing a book’s plot of conflict, students can make connections or create career goals to
specific characters in the text.

9.2.12.CAP.3: Investigate how continuing education contributes to one's career and personal growth

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,
Functioning, and Resilience Infusion:

e Texts used to review revolve around protecting our environment and ecosystem, whetl er it's
specific characters or the plot.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:

o Texts used to review will feature LGBTQ characters and/or written by pror.inenc LGBTQ
authors.

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts
o Recognize the importance of self-confidence in hznui:.g daily tasks and challenges
e Self-Management
o Recognize the skills needed to establish ari aciicve personal and educational goals
o Identify and apply ways to persevere or overcc.ine barriers through alternative methods
to achieve one’s goals
e Social Awareness
o Recognize and identify the thougkhts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an awareness of the afferences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrounds
o Demonstrate an understarir.> of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ
e Responsible Decision Making
o Develop, implement. <nu model effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
o ldentify the conser e nres associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive
choices
e Relationship Skills
o Utilize pos.:'ve communication and social skills to interact effectively with others



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 7

Language Arts .
_i._
Unit Name: Dates: Time Frame: 8-12 Weeks
Writing-Memoir December-February

Lessons & Writing Activities:

7w Inzlude:
e When | Was Your Age: Original Storias 4bout Growing Up
o  Guys Write for Guys Read by Jon s -ieszka
o The Great Rat Hunt by Laurcnc 2 Yop
*See Schoolwide Unit for Additional Opticns

Interactive Read Aloud Lossons

Lesson 1: Exploring Memc¢'r

Rationale: Writers cof imemoirs usually focus on a period of time, reflecting on the implications of a
maijor event in the: lives or a specific historical period. Students will explore the purposes and features
of memoir writing as they preview the mentor texts and closely read The Other Side by Jacqueline
Woodson.

New Jersoy Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1.7.2;
SL ES.7.2, SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3; L.VI.7.4

Ski's and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 2: Strong Sense of Place




Rationale: Writers can make a place seem real and alive through the descriptive language they use in
their memoirs. Students will notice how memoir writers include sensory details and descriptive details
to convey an experience and reflect a strong sense of place.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.11.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; L.VL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structire cr
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meain g,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 3: People Who Make a Difference

Rationale: Memoir writers often write about the people in their lives who have m~de an impact on
them. Students will consider how memoirs often include and/or focus on significe.nt ,»eople in the
writer’s life.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.Rw.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3; LVL.7 .4

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordinyly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Info.mation Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocahuiary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Mean'r.g

Lesson 4: Forms of Memoir

Rationale: Memoir writers need to decide o, riot just what to include in their stories, but how they will
tell the stories of their lives. Students wx' explore how writers consider their audience and purpose
when deciding on the form their writing viil take.

New Jersey Student Learni..q C*andards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1l.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6. L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; LVL.7.3; LVIL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: \ rit2 Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Si‘ectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speckers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Languay =, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acguisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lessor 5. kovealing Reflections

Rationale: Memoir writers reflect on the significance of the memories they write about. Students will
thin:. about why memoirs are written, what makes them so significant, and why the use of reflection
enhances the memoirs that are being shared.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PL.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3; L.VIL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and




Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons
I 11 G ing Id l-Z . Your Id

Rationale: Memoirists usually focus on a single period of time or on significant events, places, and
ideas. Students will use a series of questions to help them focus on a writing idea and think about the
inside and outside story.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1, SL !1.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LLKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Ex ended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Divorse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingi,’ System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 2: Generating Ideas Il - Using Pictures to Spark Memori:s

Rationale: Writers use photographs to help unlock memories aid 'nspire them to generate ideas.
Students will use photographic images to help inspire ideas fo: memoir writing.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.5, W.\VP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.11.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.~

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit 2anc Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret anc 'nicgrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Infrrn.ation, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge ©f Longuage

Lesson 3: Generating Ideas 1! ;Wgﬁ_tllngﬂ.qm.e.n.ts

Rationale: Writers think al <sut iniportant events from their lives as a way to generate ideas for their
memoirs. Students will ide.tii, defining moments in their own lives in order to record possible ideas for
their memoirs.

New Jersey Student Lirarning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7 4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills anu Stirategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames Fanizipate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Fcimicts, evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
Erqiish Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 4: Generating Ideas IV - A Special Place

Rationale: Writers write about places where they have spent time that hold a special place in their
hearts. Students will recall important memories of special places to help them generate possible
memoir writing ideas.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1..7.2;




SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 5: Generating Ideas V - Lasting Impressions

Rationale: Writers think about the people in their lives who have made a lasting impression and tae
traditions they have experienced that have helped create memorable moments. Students will thir
about special people in their lives, along with the traditions they have grown to appreciate, to heip
generate ideas for their memoirs.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7 1, SL.1..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write “ver Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Present=Z i1 Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accerdingiy, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 6: Selecting - Rereading to Find a Focus

Rationale: Memoir writers write about many topics. Thev often identify a theme or pattern in what they
write about and focus their memoir around that theme o contral idea. Students will thoughtfully select
an idea from their Writers’ Notebooks that they will ’eva!op and publish.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.\W.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.11.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL 7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narrativ<s, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpre: and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Preseat information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Know..a.y 2 of Language

Lesson 7: Collecting | - C'o ving Down a Moment

Rationale: Writers cnliact additional information about their memories to help them flesh out their
ideas. Students va.! thin < about a significant part of their memories that they might want to slow down in
order to provide vmphasis and highlight the importance.

New Jerscv Vitudent Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1.7.2;
SL.ES.”.5, SL.PI1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Sil-ilis and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Fraiies, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 8: Collecting Il - The Art of Reflection

Rationale: Writers recognize that reflection is an important part of memoir writing and that this will help
readers understand and appreciate the meaning or significance behind their memories. Students will




discover how reflection impacts the strength of how their memories are presented.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.11.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 9: Collecting lll - Filling in the Background Information

Rationale: Writers include background information about the events and people in their riaroirs to
help the readers understand the meaning and significance of their memories. Studerts w..' gather
relevant background information about the people and events connected to their memcrizs for the
purpose of giving their readers “the complete picture.”

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7: £'..PE.7.1; SL.I..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise According'v, W -ite Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Informatiori Rresented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speach + ccordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 10: Drafting | - Narrative Text Structure

Rationale: Memoir writers think about their purpcse. c.udience, and the best way to organize their
ideas when drafting. Students will think about the organization of narrative writing, explore different
options for structuring their memoirs, and sei~cu 2 structure that matches their purpose and will connect
well with their audience.

New Jersey Student Learning Stardarus: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; 1 ..55.7.1; LKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Wr te Na.ratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effective'v, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Spea.-er:s, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, l!se Knowledge of Language

Lesson 11: Draxing Il - Bold Beginnings

Rationale. M::moir writers consider how to best introduce their memoirs because the beginning, or
lead, sets ‘he tone for their writing. Students will think about the best way to orient their readers by
cr2ftiinq an engaging and inviting lead.

Nev. Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.11.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language




Lesson 12: Drafting lll - The Important Role of Transition Words

Rationale: Writers use a variety of transition words and phrases to convey sequence and signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another. Students will determine the type of transition words, phrases,
or clauses they will use as they continue to draft their memoirs. Students will recognize spelling
conventions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Tiriie
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Mezia ond
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System ard Ctructure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 13: Drafting IV - Reflective Endings

Rationale: Writers often use a reflective stance in their memoirs to provide < desper understanding of
the person, place, event, or experience. Students will provide a conclusior: *-a. follows from narrated
experiences or events and shows a reflective stance.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4, \W.kW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.11.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accoidingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate !ntcrmation Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adent Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 14: Revising | - Details Make a Differcnce

Rationale: Writers include relevant ¢2scripiive details in their memoirs to help readers picture what is
written and make the writing interesting =id unique. Students will look at their drafts to identify places
that need more opportunities for readers to visualize what is happening, and then they will add details
and specific examples of the cveits, experiences, memories, and people in their memoir. Students will
flexibly make editing and ravisio.™ choices and sustain effort to complete complex writing tasks; and
focusing on how well purrase and audience have been addressed. Students will recognize spelling
conventions.

New Jersey Stuc.ont Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.11.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.F. 7.4, SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2

Skills anc! Sy -ategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, railcipate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Form:ats, Cvaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
Eng.ist. Language, Use Knowledge of Language

I 15: Revising Il - Including Thoughts & Feeli

Rationale: Writers include the use of internal dialogue to allow readers to better understand the
characters and to make personal connections. Students will identify places where they can add internal
dialogue—thoughts and feelings—for the purpose of making their memoirs relatable, engaging, and
interesting to read.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 16: Editing | - Correct Comma Use

Rationale: Writers use pause punctuation, such as commas, for a variety of purposes. Students v
edit their drafts to ensure proper usage of commas when separating adjectives or phrases ¢r viien
listing things in a series. Students will recognize spelling conventions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7 1, SL.1..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write “ver Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Present=Z i1 Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accerdingiy, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 17: Editing Il - You Can Quote Me

Rationale: Memoir writers often include dialogue in their pieces to enhance the readers’ experience.
Students will flexibly make editing and revision choices anJ sustain effort to complete complex writing
tasks; and focusing on how well purpose and audie “ce “ave been addressed. Students will use the
conventions of standard English to edit their drafts for correct punctuation of dialogue.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: ‘V.>!W.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.11.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PL.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narrativves kdit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Infe’pret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, 2rzoent Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Krowledge of Language

| 1 Publishinae X vab Your Readers With a Memorable Ti

Rationale: Writers knov' that a title is the first thing readers read and that it needs to include intriguing
and attention-orahbing words or phrases. Students will recognize the important role that titles play and
decide on a til'e that will engage and encourage readers to want to read their memoirs.

New Jersuy Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.1..7.2;
SIL.El.7.5; SL.PI.L7.4; SL AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skius and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 19: Publishing Il - Who Is the Author?

Rationale: Writers base personal narrative stories on experiences from their lives and often include an




Author’s Note to provide readers with information about where their story ideas came from. Students
will write an Author’s Note that best reflects where their idea or memory came from and that puts
special finishing touches on their pieces.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.7.3; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.11.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PL.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Interpret and Integrate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speecn
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 20: Student Self-Reflection

Rationale: All writers use self-reflection to learn and grow as writers. Reflecting on the writing process
as well as their published memoirs will help students understand how they have ¢rov'n as writers over
the course of the unit of study.

Assessment:
Benchmark: Narrative
IXL

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Stude nt-3tudent Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Responses, Writer's Notebook Chech'ists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student
Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reflection Sheets, Goai Sheets, IXL

Summative: Written Pieces (Prompts)
Published Memoir
IXL

Supplemental Materials:
Student Performance Checklist
Student Friendly Rubrics

Differentiate Instructio::
Instruction will vary acccrding (o student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or
G&T:

Presentation Acrs.»nodations
e Listen tn auio :ecordings instead of reading text
e Learr conent from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions
u.e alternate texts at lower readability level
vvork with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

e o ¢ o




Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator or table of “math facts”

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations

Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few <isu=ctions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from Uisti actions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be Ico;.2d around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, ar eaiplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information anJ uirections
Take frequent breaks, such as after comp'2ting a task

Scheduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a proi~ct

Take a test in several timed sessicns or over several days
Take sections of a test in a dificrent order

Take a test at a specific tirn.: o day

Organization Skills Accomii.ouac tions

Use an alarm to he'o wit.i time management

Mark texts with & 1.'quiighter

Have help courdinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive stuay skills instruction

Assignment Mcdihcations

Comylzte fewer or different homework problems than peers
W.ite shorter papers

Ar.swzr fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Cu -riculum Modifications

Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:




Presentation Accommodations

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (vh. sk
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs ai*~ “‘isual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braillz, othcr technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spe:ll-~hecker

Use a word processor to type notes o7 gi.e responses in class

Use a calculator or table of “math fac.s”

Respond directly in the test boolict rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations

Work or take a test in a difie re it setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns kst (‘o example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lightin or acoustics

Take a test in sma!' g-oup setting

Use sensory tool. such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids car kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise bLuifers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommudations

Te'xe more time to complete a task or a test
Hec ve 2xtra time to process oral information and directions
‘lake frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Sc%eduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations

Use an alarm to help with time management
Mark texts with a highlighter




e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
o Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates mcve on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue ‘o vork
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing devices in order tc irwrove the ways
users interact with the devices.
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computaiione.i tools to make it usable
for a specific purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard:
e Students can connect memoirs to having and maintaining an allowance or demonstrating
responsibility with one’s money.
* 9.1.8.CP.2: Analyze how spending habits affect one’s akility to save.

9.2 Career Awareness:
e Students can connect their memoirs to carear choices or decisions made by themselves or
others.
9.2.8.CAP.11: Analyze potential career oppcrtu.ities by considering different types of resources,
including occupation databases, and state: ana national labor market statistics.
+ 9.2.8.CAP.12: Assess personal strengihs, talents, values, and interests to appropriate jobs and
careers to maximize career potential

Science - MS-ESS3-I!' Glcbal Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,
Functioning, and Rzcihvience:
e Texts used as re” alouds have a plot or theme related to protecting our environment and
ecosystem
e When bran:storiming topics, students can connect their memoirs to a time they did something
positiv21or the environment.

LGBTQ ~Awareness Infusion:
e Te«ts used as read alouds written by prominent LGBTQ authors.
s Texts used as read alouds have a plot or theme related to diversity and acceptance.
e Students' personal narrative could have a plot or theme related to diversity and acceptance.

Social Emotional Learning:
o Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts
o Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths, and limitations
o Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges
e Self-Management
o Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

e Social Awareness
o Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrounds
e Responsible Decision Making
o Develop, implement, and model effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
o ldentify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive
choices
e Relationship Skills
o Establish and maintain healthy relationships
o Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 7
Language Arts
Unit Name: Writing-Photo Dates: Feorvary-May Time Frame: 10-12 Weeks
Essay

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Mentor Texts & Supplemental Resourz~s Zan Include:
e Hungry Planet: What The Wc o Eats by Peter Menzel and Faith D’Aluisio
e When The Wolves Returnea: k:storing Nature’s Balance In Yellowstone by Dorothy Hinshaw Patent
e Every Human Has Rio*ts. A Photographic Declaration For Kids
e A Cool Drink Of Wate, by Sarbara Kerley
e One World, One L~y by Barbara Kerley
*See Schoolwide Unit for ,* dd'itional Options

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: Whkat s a Photo Essay?

Rationale. W iters of photo essays create texts that examine a topic (including the narration of historical events,
scientifi~ p;ocedures/ experiments, or technical processes) through a series or collection of photographs and

wining —both of which are descriptive and informative. Students will begin to explore how this genre engages readers
w1t fascinating facts, concrete details, quotes, and other relevant information through the use of stunning photographs
and precise language.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; LVL.7.3; LVIL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition




and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

I 2 Photo E Considerati

Rationale: Writers of photo essays need to consider their purpose and audience when deciding how to present or
organize their information. Students will compare and contrast two mentor texts, focusing on each author’s topic,
audience, purpose, photographs, and organization.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; CL.Il.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3; L.VI.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Faihe: Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers °re<sent Information, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of ‘_any,::uge, Vocabulary, Acquisition
and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 3: What Is a Photobiography?

Rationale: Photo essayists can tell a story about a significant subject whi.c wiking readers through the chronology of
events that reflect the subject’s life. Students will discuss the purpose <na structure of a photobiography as they learn
about a fascinating and inspiring historical figure.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WW™=7.1; \W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LK!.." 2; L.VL.7.3; LVIL7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Tuxiw, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Parti-ipc.t~ Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include
Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordirai: System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Lieai Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 4: Organization and Structure

Rationale: Writers of photo essays con.ider their topics (including the narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/ experiments, or techr ical processes) when selecting the structure they will use in order to find the best way
to organize their text and photus to increase readers’ comprehension by helping them envision and understand the
main point or purpose of th,+ essay. Students will examine the organization and formatting of a photo essay and
consider why certain striicuir.s work best for the author’s topic.

New Jersey Stude::* \ earning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.II.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P'./ .4: S_AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3; L.VIL.7.4

Skills and <t.atagies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources. \Mri.e Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt
Speect Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition
and use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 5: Text Features Enhance Topics and Themes

Rationale: Photo essays are a form of writing that often addresses contemporary issues or themes (including the
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes) that evoke emotion in the
readers. Students will explore how particular features of photo essays help inform readers and enhance their viewing
experience about current issues that impact humanity and the planet.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I..7.2;




SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; LVL.7.3; LVL.7.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition
and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons

Lesson 1: Generating Ideas | - Topics Close to Home

Rationale: Writers get ideas for their writing by thinking about the people and things in thet parsonal lives that are
“close to home” and matter most to them. Students will consider the special people, their cor:munities, and the things
that are personally important to them as possible ideas for their photo essays.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; VW.K'N.,".7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revicc Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, E raicate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Uc= Krowledge of Language

Lesson 2: Generating Ideas Il - Contemporary and Glob:liscues

Rationale: Writers write about recurring themes that are contemporary, personal, or universal. Students will discuss
and share contemporary or global issues (including th= ha:ration of historical events, scientific procedures/
experiments, or technical processes) that matter to «ern and think about how to best communicate how these issues
have a significant impact on individuals and socie:, at large.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: \\V.x1W.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.II.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7..- LKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informztiviz/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extendec Tivie Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System a~d .3tructure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 3: Generating Ideag lll - History and Human Interest

Rationale: Writers scnetimes use different historical events and pieces of information when thinking about ideas for
their photo essays. Stuuents will think about how interesting images and relatable words help bring historical events to
life and consizic ¥ viem as possible topics or ideas to use in a photo essay. During topic selection, students have a
choice to sci~ct their own (including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical
processcR). These topics could include, but are not limited to: environmental awareness, The Holocaust and the
exper.e, o« oi those imprisoned, Civil Rights Movement, Gender Equality, slavery/Amistad, and/or the evolution of a
ran'cu'ar trend in sports.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.II.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.b, 6.1.8.CivicsHR.4.a, * 6.1.8.HistoryCC.4.b




Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88

Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the history and contributions of African Americans
to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and secondary school students. This law was
updated via N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.43 to include: Every board of education shall include, in the curriculum of all elementary
and secondary school students, instruction that infuses into all courses on the United States, the centuries of
accomplishments by African Americans in the building and development of America including, but not limited to, the
areas of industry, military, government, and the professions; local communities; math, science, medicine, and space;
architecture and the arts; social institutions and culture; and other aspects of life in America.

Lesson 4: Generating Ideas IV - Using Photos to Spark Ideas

Rationale: Writers are often inspired by looking at photographs for possible topics or idec..2. Students will view photos
from mentor texts and digital sources to generate possible ideas for their photo essays

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.."W.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.§S.7.1; LKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Pevise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively t-vc.iuate Speakers, Present Information, Include
Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Ctructure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language

Lesson 5: Selecting - Deciding on Your Photo Essay ~opic

Rationale: Writers analyze their ideas and topics ir or!<: to decide on the one that matches their intended purpose,
audience, and interests. Students will look over the incas they generated and select the one that evokes a passion and
a spark within them and that will best create a incamingful and informative photo essay.

New Jersey Student Learning Standarris. W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.II.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.PI.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL. A’ 7.3; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extendcd Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include
Multimedia Components, /\dapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language

Lesson 6: Collectira | - Gathering Engaging Photos

Rationale: Write.s identify the types of photos they need in order to communicate their topics effectively and powerfully.
Students will ~egin to develop criteria for selecting photos for their photo essays.

New Jersoy Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2;
SILEQ.7.5; SL.PI.7.4; SLUM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Ski:is and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include
Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 7: Collecting Il - Finding the Facts

Rationale: Writers research multiple sources in order to locate pertinent facts and information to develop their topics




and record their notes to help them organize their thoughts, facts, and ideas. Students will conduct research and take
notes from multiple sources in order to investigate their topics, generate and answer questions, and locate and record
relevant information.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Iniaormation, Include
Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, L. e Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 8: Collecting lll - Relevant Details Add Depth

Rationale: Writers look for relevant details to enrich their research and add “flavor” to their essays. Students will
continue to gather information that supports their topics by identifying relevant detail.: from the sources they are using.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6, W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I..7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; LVL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Re.ise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectivel;’ Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include
Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System aid Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaniirg

Lesson 9: Drafting | - Organization and Structure

Rationale: Writers organize their photos carefully 2na think about the structure of their essays in order to clearly
convey the central topic or idea of their photo e:scays. Students will think about the structure of their essays and the
organization of their photos to ensure that thoy \match the intended purpose, audience, and meaning.

New Jersey Student Learning Sta:. da-ds: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
SL.PI.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.3S.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write .nformiative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, s-valuate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, Systen. 2and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 10: Draftin I - Introducing Your Photo Essay

Rationale: Phntc essays begin with an introduction, or lead, that grabs readers’ attention and introduces them to the
topic. Studen.s will try out different ways to craft an engaging lead while also being mindful of introducing their topics in
a clear ar.' in‘ormative way.

New lersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
S0 .°L7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 11: Drafting lll - Transitions Connect Ideas and Concepts

Rationale: Writers use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas,




information, and concepts. Students will incorporate transition words and phrases into their writing for the purpose of
conveying information clearly and providing a smooth flow to the piece.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; W.WP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I..7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
SL.P1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 12: Drafting IV - The Importance of the Wrap-Up

Rationale: Photo essayists think about how to conclude their essays by providing their rzaacrs with a conclusion that
makes them think, evokes an emotion, encourages additional research, entertains, and/r. iiistills a call to action.
Students will determine the best way to conclude their photo essays and draft a conclusion that wraps up their central
topic or idea in a way that generates a strong reaction from readers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; WRW.7.,. S..PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
SL.PI1.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Re.ise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Inforrn.aiion, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Languzge, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 13: Revising | - Precise Language and Domai'i-Specific

Rationale: Writers use precise language and dome’a-cecific vocabulary to inform readers about or explain their
topics. Students will acquire and accurately use precise and domain-specific words and phrases to convey clear
meaning and aid in the deeper understanding o *hcir photo essays. Students will recognize spelling conventions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standarris. W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.SE.7.6; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.II.7.2;
SL.ES.7.3; SL.P1.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AC 7.3; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2; L.VL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Gather Print and Digital
Sources, Write Over Extendcd Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include
Multimedia Components, /\dapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Arqiisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 14: Revisira !l - Peer Review

Rationale: Whe . writers revise their drafts, they keep in mind the central topic or idea of their photo essays by making
sure they are ~onveying it clearly to their readers in an engaging and informative manner. Students will share their
photo esscvs with a partner using a peer review checklist for the purpose of listening to and providing constructive
feedback.

in v/ Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
SL..*1.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; LKL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 15: Editing | - Creating Tone With Pause Punctuation




Rationale: Writers use punctuation creatively to add meaning and voice to their writing. Students will recognize how
the em dash and ellipses are used for the purpose of creating tone and crafting more meaningful, interesting, and
rhythmic sentences. Students will recognize spelling conventions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; W.WP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I.7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
SL.PI.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 16: Editing Il - Peer Editing

Rationale: Writers recognize the importance of having editors or peers listen to or review *eir writing to ensure the
application of the correct standards of English grammar, spelling, and conventions. Studznts will use an editing
checklist to guide them as they work in partnerships to look over their work and prepare to publish their photo essays.
Students will recognize spelling conventions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; WRW.” 7; LL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
SL.PI1.7.4; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2; LVL.7.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit anci kevise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present !~forn ation, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 17: Publishing | - Creating a Mock-Up

Rationale: Writers visualize their final product befora finalizing the placement of photos and text when creating a photo
essay. Students will create a mock-up of their nrintc essays for the purpose of seeing variations of how photographs
and text could be formatted or laid out in orcar  reflect a clear representation of their information and topics.

New Jersey Student Learning Sta:. da-ds: W.IW.7.2; WWP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.Il.7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
SL.PI.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.3S.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write .nformiative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, s-valuate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, Systen. 2and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 18: Publistinq Il - One Last Look
Rationale: Write.'s know that in a successful photo essay, the photographs can explain or inform the readers about
their topics if fiey are placed carefully with the text. Students will take one last look at their photo essays and decide if
the visual \mgression of their topics matches their purpose, intent, and central ideas; make sure that they introduced
their topic. ci=arly by organizing ideas, concepts, and information into categories; and review their layouts to make sure
thev cre useful in aiding comprehension.

Nev. Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.7.2; W.WP.7.4; W.RW.7.7; SL.PE.7.1; SL.I..7.2; SL.ES.7.3;
SL.PL.7.4; SL.UM.7.5; SL.AS.7.6; L.SS.7.1; L.KL.7.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Assessment:




Benchmark: Benchmark Informational Essay

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences, Turn-and-Talks, Written
Responses, Writer’'s Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, IXL

Summative: Written Pieces (Prompts) and Published Photo Essay
Supplemental Materials:

Student Performance Checklist
Student Friendly Rubrics

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP. FL ', and/or G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print versions

e Use alternate texts at lower readability level

e Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a iarger print size

e Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemcth Code

e Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), =il'itoy trainer, sound-field system (which may require
teacher use of microphone)

e Be given a written list of instructions

e Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

e Have another student share class notes witi. one another

e Be given an outline of a lesson

e Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture nctes

e Be given a study guide to assist iri preparing for assessments

e Use visual presentations of v =r.al »naterial, such as word webs and visual organizers

e Use manipulatives to teach ¢r c2monstrate concepts

e Have curriculum materials iranslated into native language
Response Accommodations
Use sign language, a2 communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other than English
Dictate answers to 1 scribe
Capture resncnses on an audio recorder
Use a speling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a wurd processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use = eslculator or table of “math facts”
e Reroond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Settir.g Acommodations
» Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so fidgety kids can kick it
and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations

N\




Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications

Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications

Learn different material (such as continuing to work cn nu'tiplication while classmates move on to fractions, or
moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while ciacsmates continue to work on a core skill)
Get graded or assessed using a different standard thain the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student reac'i~.ass/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations

Listen to audio recordings instes.. o1 reading text

Learn content from audio bori‘s, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print versions
Use alternate texts at lowe: re~dability level

Work with fewer item~ p2r cage or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magnification devic >, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplifizau~n device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which may require
teacher use of m.~rophone)

Be given a v.riten list of instructions

Record « lezs0!), instead of taking notes

Have a.0:her student share class notes with one another

Be. gi/en an outline of a lesson

b yven a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers

Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other than English
Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker




e Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
e Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so fia jety kids can kick it
and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a bcok o planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different home.arx problems than peers
e Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test ¢ 1e:stions
e Create alternate projects > assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different ma~rial {such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on to fractions, or
moving ahead ta a. extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work on a core skill)
e Get graded ci assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computc - Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8 CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing devices in order to improve the ways users interact with
th anvices.
e 5.1.C DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific
purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard:
e Students can research topics related to financial literacy and financial literacy management.
* 9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various financial scenarios.
* 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making financial decisions

9.2 Career Awareness: Integrated throughout the unit, including but not limited to:
e Students selecting a photo essay topic based around a career they are interested in.
e Students conducting research on a career they are interested in.



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf

9.2.8.CAP-1: Identify offerings such as high school and county career and technical school courses, apprenticeships,
military programs, and dual enrollment courses that support career or occupational areas of interest.
* 9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics, Functioning, and
Resilience Infusion:
e Students can research and select topics based around environmental issues.

e Students can present their informational writing to raise awareness for increased efforts of er.vironmental
conservation.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e Students can research and select topics based around LGBTQ inclusion, awareness, and legislation.
e Students can present their informational writing to raise awareness for increc.~2J erforts on LGBTQ inclusion
and/or legislation.

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths, and limitatics
o Recognize the importance of self-confidence in hand’ir.a caily tasks and challenges
e Self-Management
o Recognize the skills needed to establish and acin2ve personal and educational goals
o ldentify and apply ways to persevere or ove-cor.:2 barriers through alternative methods to achieve
one’s goals
e Social Awareness
o Recognize and identify the thoughts, ‘ezlirigs, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an awareness of the ufferences among individuals, groups, and others’ cultural
backgrounds
e Responsible Decision Making
o Develop, implement, and modJe: effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
o Identify the consequencc= azsociated with one’s actions in order to make constructive choices
e Relationship Skills
o Establish and maintcin iiealthy relationships
o Utilize positive ~omimunication and social skills to interact effectively with others

Subject &rea: English Grade Level: 8
Language Arts
Cnit Name/Theme: Dates: September-Early Time Frame: 4-5 weeks
Reading- Launching October

Lessons & Writing Activities

Mentor Texts & Supplemental Resources Can Include:
e “Companion” by Manjush Dasgupta
e This Same Sky by Naomi Shihab Nye (Ed.)



https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

How Reading Changed My Life by Anna Quindlen
145th Street: Short Stories by Walter Dean Myers
Cars on Mars: Roving the Red Planet by Alexandra Siy
“Your Question for Author Here” by Kate DiCamillo
Guys Read: Funny Business by Jon Scieszka (Ed.)
e Knock at a Star by X.J. Kennedy and Dorothy M. Kennedy (Eds.)
*See Schoolwide Unit for Additional Options

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: What is Reading Workshop?

Rationale: Reading workshop is a time to learn and grow as readers. Students will reflect on their own
reading histories to understand their reading identities and begin to build a reading cc~. . unity.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: SL.PE.8.1

Skills and Strategies: Participate Effectively

Lesson 2: Readers Are Active Thinkers

Rationale: Readers are active thinkers as they read, using = va:iely of comprehension strategies to
support understanding. Students will learn about the tools anu expectations of the reading workshop.
Students will cite a range of textual evidence and make r'ear and relevant connections that strongly
support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an infcriaaiional text says explicitly, as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: P_.CR.8.1; RI.CR.8.1

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of '.itcrary Texts, Close Reading of Informational Texts

Lesson 3: Crafting a Readin> «.i'e

Rationale: Readers chocce Jdifferent books for different purposes. Readers are individuals with various
strengths, challenges, ar.1 iaterests. Students will use their own identities to select well-matched texts
across genres.

New Jersey Stuldent Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; SL.PE.8.1

Skills anc St-ategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Participate Effectively

I_o_ss_on 4: Building Reading Stamina

Rationale: Readers cultivate habits that help them overcome obstacles as they are reading. Students
will notice and react to new information as they read to help them understand their reading more
deeply. Students will cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections that
strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly, as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.8.1; RI.IT.8.3




Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Analyze Interactions Among Text
Elements

I 5 Using S . Und | Complex T

Rationale: Readers know what it feels like to understand what they read Students will pay attention
when meaning breaks down and use strategies to help clarify their understanding, especially with
complex text. Students will cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connection.
that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says explicitly, os well
as inferences drawn from the text. Students will determine or clarify the meaning of unkncwr, a1.2
multiple-meaning words or phrases—including technical meanings. Students will analyze thc irpact or
specific word choices on meaning and tone.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.8.1; RI.CI.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Determine Certre! Ideas in Informational
Texts, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Rationale: Readers bring what they know or have experiericd tu their reading. Students will activate
their prior knowledge about the genre, author, and topic bafore reading and combine their prior
knowledge with the clues in the text to infer meaning as u ev read.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.C 1; SL.PE.8.1

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Li.eic.y Texts, Participate Effectively

Lesson 7: Growing Ideas Through i;n.versation
Rationale: Readers synthesize 1o * their thinking develops from the beginning to the end of a text to

infer themes or big ideas. Stuacnts will grow ideas by talking with other readers and using evidence
from the text.

New Jersey Student Leaining Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI.8.2; SL.PE.8.1

Skills and Strat:gios: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Participate Effc ctively

LessyL_B:TEr.gaging With Complex Text Through Conversation

Ra’‘ionale: Readers read complex texts closely. They infer meaning from the writer’s language choices
and analyze ideas across texts. Students will benefit from building on each other’s thinking to take
meaning to a deeper level.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI1.8.2; RL.TS.8.4; SL.PE.8.1; L.VI.8.4
Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Compare

and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Participate Effectively, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning




Mini-Lessons

Lesson 1: Setting Goals for Qurselves as Readers

Rationale: Readers set goals to support their individual growth. Students will reflect on their learning in
order to set goals and make plans for themselves.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.8.10, R1.8.10, SL.8.1

Skills and Strategies:

Lesson 2: Making Reading Plans

Rationale: Readers are always prepared with books to read next; they have 2 picn =r keeping new
reading ideas at hand. Students will consider how to generate ideas for reaa.ng.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.8.10, R1.8.10

Skills and Strategies:

Lesson 3: Expanding Our Reading Worlds

Rationale: Readers share books that they love anc exg<ct to get recommendations from other
readers. Students will understand the importance of buok recommendations and create meaningful
book talks.

New Jersey Student Learning Standarr's.RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI.8.2; RL.IT.8.3; SL.PE.8.1

Skills and Strategies: Close Readir g of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Interactions Among Text Elements, :2aiticipate Effectively

Lesson 4: Exploring Confi~t in the World of Fiction

Rationale: Readers o fiction consider the types of conflict that are developed in a text. Readers pay
attention to the ch.oracwer’s actions and thoughts as well as how the character deals with events and
other characters. Students will analyze internal and external conflicts in fiction.

New Jers~y Jtudent Learning Standards:RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI1.8.2; RL.IT.8.3; RL.TS.8.4; L.KL.8.2
Skillz an.a Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,

literac.ions Among Text Elements, Compare and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Use
Kncvledge of Language

Lesson 5: Talking About Fiction

Rationale: Readers of fiction notice characters, setting, plot, and themes as they read. They deepen
their understanding of fiction by sharing their thinking about these elements through discussions with
each other. Students will formulate topics for conversation and discuss with partners to further their




comprehension of stories.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI.8.2; RL.IT.8.3; RL.TS.8.4; SL.PE.8.1;
L.KL.8.2; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Interactions Among Text Elements, Compare and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Participate
Effectively, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 6: Meeting Challenges in Reading Nonfiction

Rationale: Readers expect challenges in reading to learn new information. They carefully e.-arnine all
the clues that writers provide to help them gain knowledge. Students will examine how w.ite;s’
language choices convey their messages. Students will acquire and use grade-appropria:e general
academic and domain-specific words and phrases.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Use Knowicdge of Language,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Rationale: Readers sift and sort through the information .1 nonfiction texts to understand how
important ideas are developed. Students will determin> 1mportant ideas and details that support major
concepts. Students will cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections that
strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects m wnat an informational text says explicitly, as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standa:a>: RI.CR.8.1; RI.CI.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Readil.2 of Informational Texts, Determine Central Ideas in Informational
Texts, Vocabulary, Acquisition and “Ise: Literal Meaning

Lesson 8: Expanding C o1 .tent Knowledge Using Other Media

Rationale: Readers y='n information from multiple sources, including visual texts. Students will identify
additional inform atic~ tr.ey need and use multimedia sources to supplement the understanding derived
from written te:x‘s. Students will cite a range of textual evidence and make clear and relevant
connections *hat strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says
explicitly, ax well as inferences drawn from the text. Students will evaluate the choices made when
presentna an idea in different mediums, including the representation/s or various perspectives of a
sup;2¢ or a key scene in two different artistic mediums.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.8.1; RL.MF.8.6; SL.11.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Evaluate Diverse Media and Formats in
Literature, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats

L n 9: Relating Form an ntent in P




Rationale: Readers of poetry recognize how poets use different structures to convey their thoughts
and emotions. Students will notice how the structure of a poem impacts the feelings and ideas that are
conveyed.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI.8.2; L.KL.8.2; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Use
Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 10: Reflecting on Reading Goals

Rationale: Readers reflect on their goals in order to gain insight into their habits and behzviars as
readers. Students will present evidence to support their reflections on their goals and set new goals.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.8.10, RI.8.10

Skills and Strategies:

Assessment:
Benchmark: District Benchmark Assessment
Reading Assessments

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Gtudent-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Reading Responses, Reading Nctebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools,
Formative Assessment Note Sheets, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reading Logs,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Reading Strategiec Crecklists, IXL

Summative: Literary Terms Definitions Test
Fiction Writing Rubric
Short Story Assessment on Giory Elements
Open-Ended Responsns
Reading Assessments
IXL

Supplemental Materials:

Fiction Writing Rubric
Open-Ended Response Rubric
Essay/Extended Response Rubric

Differentiate (nscruction:
Instruction wiil vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or
G&T:

Pr<sentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)




Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native larquage other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses on an audio recorder

Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator or table of “math facts”

Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accommodations

Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet rconi with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teaci er, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise ban.’ that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get the.r 2nergy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphcne, e=rphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a t=sk oi a test
Have extra time to process cra! ir.iormation and directions
Take frequent breaks, sucn as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodatici.s

Take more time to ~omp:cte a project

Take a test in severa) timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a tect au & specific time of day

Organization €' ills Accommodations

Use ¢ alarm to help with time management

Mork texts with a highlighter

Heve help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications

Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
Write shorter papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications




Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reacing it
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print siz=

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory traine:, ¢ inJ-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for cssessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, sL~n as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstratc cericepts

Have curriculum materials translated iriw native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a communicz‘ioi; device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers to a scribe

Capture responses or an <''dio recorder

Use a spelling dictionar,” or electronic spell-checker

Use a word processur to type notes or give responses in class

Use a calculator ~r @able of “math facts”

Respond diz=c'ly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Accomriodzatinns

Work o tc ke a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit wheie he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

U e special lighting or acoustics

1ake a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodations




Take more time to complete a project
Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
o Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication ‘wh’ie classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while cias smates continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than th~ i for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Tec':ology:
e 8.1.8.CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing aevices in order to improve the ways
users interact with the devices.
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data colie -ted using computational tools to make it usable
for a specific purpose.

Standard 9 -

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy

9.2 Career Awareness, Explo-aion, Preparation, and Training
9.4 Life Literacies and Key Si ilis

9.1 Personal Financiil Literacy Standard:
e Characters in read @'ouds and independent reading texts learn money management skills.
e The plot or them= it. read alouds and independent reading texts revolves around money
managemenrt ckills and financial independence.
+ 9.1.8.CP.2: Anal, ze now spending habits affect one’s ability to save
* 9.1.8.FP.1: Deccribe the impact of personal values on various financial scenarios.
+ 9.1.8.FP.2: [-valuate the role of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making
financial d«=cicions.
* 9.1.8.Fr.3. =xplain how self-regulation is important to managing money (e.g., delayed gratification,
impu'se cuying, peer pressure, etc.).
+9.1.8.7P.4: Analyze how familial and cultural values influence savings rates, spending, and other
fina~cial decisions.
* 9.1.8.FP.5: Determine how spending, investing, and using credit wisely contributes to financial
well-being

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training:
e Inread alouds and independent reading texts, students are introduced to a variety of careers
that characters have.



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf

9.2.8.CAP.11: Analyze potential career opportunities by considering different types of resources,
including occupation databases, and state and national labor market statistics.

9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills

+9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.
* 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g.,
W.6.8).

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,

Functioning, and Resilience Infusion:
e Nonfiction texts used as read aloud and for independent reading raises awareness an jlobal
climate change.
e Fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent reading revolve around .. »ecting our
environment and ecosystem, whether it's specific characters or the plot.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e Fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent reading will iea*ure LGBTQ characters
and/or written by prominent LGBTQ authors.
e Non-fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent rezia:ng are based on prominent
LGBTAQ figures and/or about the history and progression of iv.= LGBTQ movement.

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts
o Recognize the importance of self-coniizience in handling daily tasks and challenges
e Self-Management
o Identify and apply ways to persavere, or overcome barriers through alternative methods
to achieve one’s goals
o Recognize the skills needz o> establish and achieve personal and educational goals
e Social Awareness
o Recognize and identii .2 thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an avaeness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backcicur.ds
o Demonstrate ax uaderstanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ
e Responsible Decis.n"n Making
o Develop. napiement, and model effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
o ldentiy th¢ consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive
choie=a
o [Eveluata personal, ethical, safety, and civic impact of decisions
e Relativaship Skills
~Jtilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others
o Identify who, when, where, or how to seek help for oneself or others when needed

Cubject Area: English Grade Level: 8
Language Arts
Unit Name: Dates: October - Time Frame:

Reading-Fiction December/January Approximately 8-12 Weeks



https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Lessons & Writing Activities

Mentor Texts & Supplemental Resources Can Include:

e Patrol: An American Soldier in Vietnam by Walter Dean Myers
13 by James Howe (Ed.)
“Life Changing” by Mark Hamilton, “Invincible” by Mark Hamilton
A Sound of Thunder & Other Stories by Ray Bradbury
Along the River: A Chinese Cinderella Novel by Adeline Yen Mah
The Tell-Tale Heart and Other Stories by Edgar Allan Poe
“Sarah’s Triumph” by Lisa Trow

e “Cinderella” by Charles Perrault
*See Schoolwide Unit for Additional Options

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

I {: The World of Ficti
Rationale: Readers understand that there are subgenres of fiction texts th:=1 snare the same purpose
of enlightening, entertaining, and involving the audience in the life of th2 story. Students will expand
their understanding of fiction by asking questions and gathering infern.at.on about fiction subgenres.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.!T € 3; RL.TS.8.4; SL.PE.8.1; SL.AS.8.6

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Iriteractions Among Text Elements, Compare
and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Participste Cffectively, Adapt Speech Accordingly

Lesson 2: Story Elements and Structure

Rationale: Readers understand that fiction :exs have particular elements and chronological structures.
Students will explore a realistic fictior tcxt, saying particular attention to the story elements, as well as
how scenes or chapters fit together t> create an overall narrative structure.

New Jersey Student Learni»'q S*a.idards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.IT.8.3; RL.TS.8.4; SL.PE.8.1; SL.AS.8.6;
L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Interactions Among Text Elements, Compare
and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Participate Effectively, Adapt Speech Accordingly, Use
Knowledge of Lar tuaye

Lesson 3: E. pioring Conflicts and Resolutions

Ratinna:>. Readers understand that there are different types of conflicts present in fiction. Students will
anaiyze. fiction stories to identify the type, nature, and resolution of conflicts in order to understand how
the, move the stories along and reveal aspects of the characters. Students will compare and contrast
the structure of texts, analyzing how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning, tone
and style.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.IT.8.3; RL.TS.8.4; SL.PE.8.1; SL.AS.8.6;
L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Interactions Among Text Elements, Compare
and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Participate Effectively, Adapt Speech Accordingly, Use




Knowledge of Language

I - The P F Settings in a Historical F I

Rationale: Readers recognize the power of historical settings and how fiction writers use history in
their stories to shape characters and plot development. Students will analyze the relationship among
historical settings, characters, and plot development. Students will analyze and reflect on how the
author’s idea in fiction and literary nonfiction texts is shaped by the author’s emphasis on different
evidence, advancing different interpretations of facts, or fictional portrayal of a time, place, or charac‘e:
and a historical account of the same period.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.IT.8.3; RL.TS.8.4; RL.CT.8.8: S. P=.8.1;
SL.AS.8.6; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Interactions Among Text =it ments, Compare
and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Comparison of Texts, Participate =hoctively, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, Use Knowledge of Language

Lesson 5: Exploring Characters and Their Points of View

Rationale: Readers of fiction explore and evaluate characters’ noiats of view and the effects differing
points of view or perspective have on a story. Students will e.'vloie, evaluate, and analyze characters
and their points of view, citing implicit and explicit textual evideice. Students will analyze how an author
conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text through the use of different perspectives of
the characters and that of the audience or reader. Studzents will analyze the impact or specific word
choices on meaning and tone.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards. k. .CR.8.1; RL.IT.8.3; RL.PP.8.5; SL.PE.8.1; SL.AS.8.6;
L.VL.8.3; W.RW.8.7

Skills and Strategies: Close Readiny 2t iterary Texts, Interactions Among Text Elements, Determine
Perspective(s) and Purpose(s), Pa:iticinate Effectively, Adapt Speech Accordingly, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Literal Mzenio, Write Over Extended Time Frames

I 6 Identifving e Tt Central Idea of a Fiction T

Rationale: Readers  f fiction understand that the theme of a text is often a repeated idea that is
extracted by the .ea”ars as they explore and analyze a text. Students will determine the theme or the
central idea of <. tt xt and analyze its development and relationship to the characters, setting, and plot
over the scu.w.c of the story. Students will analyze and reflect on how the author’s idea in fiction and
literary noniicion texts is shaped by the author’s emphasis on different evidence, advancing different
interpreations of facts, or fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the
s4n e period.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI.8.2; RL.IT.8.3; RL.TS.8.4; RL.PP.8.5;
RL.CT.8.8; SL.PE.8.1; SL.I1.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Interactions Among Text Elements, Compare and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Determine
Perspective(s) and Purpose(s), Comparison of Texts, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate
Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt
Speech Accordingly




Lesson 7: Asking Critical Questions

Rationale: Readers question what they read with the goal of developing a deep understanding of the
text and the author’s purpose. Students will analyze what they read to identify the critical questions that
emerge from characters’ actions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI.8.2; SL.PE.8.1; SL.AS.8.6

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Participate Effectively, Adapt Speech Accordingly

Lesson 8: Active Reading

Rationale: Readers actively read by keeping track of key events in a story and crticulating their
understanding by summarizing, posing questions, and seeking answers. Stuents will focus on reading
actively and critically, paying attention to what they are thinking as they read a.id annotate a text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI.8.2; SL.F£.8.1; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Participate Effectively, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Lit=ial Mcaning

Lesson 9: Dialogue Develops Characters and Preg<is_the Action

Rationale: Readers recognize that fictional stories contain dialogue that propels the action, reveals
aspects of the characters, and/or provokes a uacision. Students will analyze the dialogue in a drama
and how it builds characterization and moyas ~e story forward. Students will analyze the impact or
specific word choices on meaning and tonQ.

New Jersey Student Learning Stand=rds: RL.CR.8.1; RL.IT.8.3; RL.PP.8.5; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.AS.8.6; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Clc.= Reading of Literary Texts, Interactions Among Text Elements, Determine
Perspective(s) and Purp st (s), Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in
Diverse Media and Fcrmaus, Adapt Speech Accordingly, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning

Mini-Lcsyons

Lassoln 1: Tone, Mood, and Meaning

Rationale: Readers interpret and analyze literature by paying attention to specific words and phrases
in order to determine the effect these words have in creating the mood and tone. Students will analyze
the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone by exploring how an author uses literary
language and devices across a text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.IT.8.3; SL.PE.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4




Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Interactions Among Text Elements, Participate
Effectively, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

I 2: Monitoring C i -
Rationale: Effective readers expect comprehension challenges when reading fiction texts. Students will
identify textual challenges and flexibly use a range of strategies in order to determine meaning and
enhance their comprehension.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; SL.PE.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.V1.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Participate Effectively, Vocatuiaiy Acquisition
and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

I 3 Examining Poi Vi

Rationale: Readers of fiction consider who is telling the story and from wha! perspective it is being told
as they read critically. Students will analyze how writers develop reliavle 2nd unreliable points of view
over the course of a text, which leads the readers to begin to infer tha .sriters’ message or purpose.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; R'..T.8.5, RL.TS.8.4; SL.PE.8.1; W.RW.8.7
Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts 1 teractions Among Text Elements, Compare

and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Particip=ie Effectively, Write Over Extended Time
Frames

Lesson 4: Motif and Theme

Rationale: Readers of fiction recogni.> tat stories have particular themes illustrated by motifs or the
repetition of images and phrases. C*u<nts will identify the repetition of images, words, and/or phrases
that illustrate the motif, which sri2a- light on the theme.

New Jersey Student Lear. ing Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI.8.2; RL.TS.8.4; SL.PE.8.1

Skills and Strategies: Ciuse Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Compare
and Contrast Text Su < tures of Literary Texts, Participate Effectively

Lesson 5: Andlyzing Structure and Meaning

Ratione 'e: Readers of fiction compare and contrast the structure of texts and analyze how the different
strustures contribute to the texts’ meaning, tone and style. Students will analyze the impact or specific
wcd choices on meaning and tone.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI1.8.2; RL.TS.8.4; SL.PE.8.1; L.VL.8.3
Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts, Compare

and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Participate Effectively, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Literal Meaning




Lesson 6: A Modern Take on a Traditional Tale

Rationale: Readers take notice of modern-day literature that draws on the themes, characters, and
patterns of traditional tales, Students will reflect on, analyze, and discuss how archetypal elements can
be found in both traditional and modern-day fiction. Students will analyze and reflect on how the
author’s idea in fiction and literary nonfiction texts is shaped by the author’s emphasis on different
evidence, advancing different interpretations of facts, or fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character
and a historical account of the same period. Students will evaluate the choices made when presenting
an idea in different mediums, including the representation/s or various perspectives of a subject or a
key scene in two different artistic mediums.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.TS.8.4; RL.PP.8.5; RL.MF.8.€: it .CT.8.8;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.PI.8.4; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Compare and Contrast Text Structures of
Literary Texts, Determine Perspective(s) and Purpose(s), Evaluate Diverse Media aid Formats in
Literature, Comparison of Texts, Participate Effectively, Present Information, Vocab.tary, Acquisition
and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 7: Reflect, Write, Discuss

Rationale: Readers engage in collaborative discussions on e reing2 of texts, topics, and issues.
Students will consider critical questions, record their ideas, a.d participate in conversations with peers,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1, RL.CI.8.2; RL.IT.8.3; RL.TS.8.4; SL.PE.8.1;
SL.PI.8.4; L.VL.8.3;L.VI..8.4

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Li.eic."y Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Interactions Among Text Elements, Compz:e «<nd Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Participate
Effectively, Present Information, Vocabu'ai .. Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Mezu.ing

I a. g ] E- & _Tg I I QII II I- !! -

Rationale: Readers of fiztiLn compare and contrast texts with movie, stage, audio, or multimedia
versions that address simuar stories and themes. Students will identify and analyze distinct ways
various media addresc a familiar story through discussion and writing. Students will evaluate the
choices made wtier, nresenting an idea in different mediums, including the representation/s or various
perspectives i a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums.

New Jer=e; Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI.8.2; RL.IT.8.3; RL.TS.8.4; RL.PP.8.5;
RL.MF.¢ 6; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; L.VI.8.4; W.RW.8.7

Skils and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Interactions Among Text Elements, Compare and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Texts, Determine
Perspective(s) and Purpose(s), Evaluate Diverse Media and Formats in Literature, Participate
Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

L n9: nthesizing-An Exten Written R n




Rationale: Readers use writing as a tool to reflect upon, synthesize, and communicate ideas they have
drawn from analyzing and making connections across texts. Students will interpret, analyze, and make
connections across two mentor texts and synthesize the new information in a written response.
Students will analyze how particular elements of a text interact across multiple text types, including
across literary and informational texts. Students will compare and contrast the structure of texts,
analyzing how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning, tone and style.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RL.CR.8.1; RL.CI.8.2; RL.IT.8.3; RL.TS.8.4; RL.MF.8.6;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.8.2; SL.P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; L.KL.8.2; L.VI.8.4; W.RW.8.7

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Literary Texts, Determine Themes in Literary Texts,
Interactions Among Text Elements, Compare and Contrast Text Structures of Literary Tex!s, Tve!uate
Diverse Media and Formats in Literature, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Inforimadon
Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Present Information, Include Multimedia Cornp~nants, Use
Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning, Write O ver Extended
Time Frames

Assessment:
Benchmark: District Benchmark Assessment
Reading Assessments

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student- Stuuent Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Reading Responses, Reading Notebco'< Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools,
Formative Assessment Note Sheets, Student Performance Checkiists, Sticky Notes, Reading Logs,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Reading Strategies Checklists, IXL

Summative: Fiction Reading Skills/Strategies Asse<sient
IXL

Supplemental Materials:
Fiction Reading Skills/Strategies Assessrmie:t

Differentiate Instruction:

Instruction will vary accordi.g ) student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or
G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to auuin recordings instead of reading text
e Learn cnnteni fiom audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions
U-e < lternate texts at lower readability level
Worn: with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

e € o o




e Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
e Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few disucctions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distiacuns)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be loops' aiound a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or cza.nlugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and ai-ections
e Take frequent breaks, such as after compleing = task
Scheduling Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a project
o Take atest in several timed sessicns or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a differer .t order
e Take a test at a specific time oy duy
Organization Skills Accommodiitrons
e Use an alarm to help .vitii ime management
e Mark texts with a t.ighlig:iter
e Have help coordinctii.,g assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skiis instruction
Assignment Moc'ificarions
e Completa fewer or different homework problems than peers
o Write snoiter papers
e A:swar fewer or different test questions
e Ci2a,z alternate projects or assignments
Cuvviculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:




Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (whi-h
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs ana ‘isval organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, othie. technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell- :hezier
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math fact:”
e Respond directly in the test bookle* ra‘her than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a differei .t cetting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (‘0. example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting o 2Gc ustics
Take a test in sma.' group setting
Use sensory too's cu.h as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids czn kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise bui=rs such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accom:moautions
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Hcve extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take “requent breaks, such as after completing a task
Szi.eduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter




e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
o Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates mcve on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue ‘o vork
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing devices in order tc irwrove the ways
users interact with the devices.

Standard 9 -

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparaticn, and Training
9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard.
e Characters in read alouds and indeperd=nt ieading texts learn money management skills.
e The plot or theme in read alouds anA ir.1ependent reading texts revolves around money
management skills and financial iriep zndence.

* 9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affecls spznding decisions.

» 9.1.8.CP.2: Analyze how spendiry habits affect one’s ability to save

* 9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impac: 2. zersonal values on various financial scenarios.

» 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role ¢ emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making
financial decisions.

* 9.1.8.FP.3: Explain hov' st If-regulation is important to managing money (e.g., delayed gratification,
impulse buying, peer pressure, etc.).

* 9.1.8.FP.4: Anali'ze i.>w familial and cultural values influence savings rates, spending, and other
financial decisic:s.

* 9.1.8.FP.5: Determine how spending, investing, and using credit wisely contributes to financial
well-being

9.2 r.a,<er Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training:
» Inread alouds and independent reading texts, students are introduced to a variety of careers
that characters have.

9.2.8.CAP.11: Analyze potential career opportunities by considering different types of resources,
including occupation databases, and state and national labor market statistics.

9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills

+9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf

* 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g.,
W.6.8).

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,
Functioning, and Resilience Infusion:

e Texts used as read alouds and for independent reading revolve around protecting our
environment and ecosystem, whether it’'s specific characters or the plot.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:

e Texts used as read alouds and for independent reading will feature LGBTQ characters an/cr
written by prominent LGBTQ authors.

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts
e Self-Management
o Identify and apply ways to persevere or overcome barriers *b,cugh citernative methods
to achieve one’s goals
e Social Awareness
o Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an awareness of the differences amor., ‘ndividuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrounds
o Demonstrate an understanding of the need -or 1.::1wual respect when viewpoints differ
e Responsible Decision Making
o Develop, implement, and model effective broblem-solving and critical thinking skills
e Relationship Skills
o Ultilize positive communication and < acial skills to interact effectively with others

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 8



https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Language Arts

Unit Name: Dates: January-March Time Frame: 6 - 8 weeks
Reading-Nonfiction

Lessons & Writing Activities

Don’t Sweat It!: Regulating Body Temperature by Mary Kay Carson

Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World by Jennifer Armstrong

Roughing It by Mark Twain

“Queasy?” by Ruth Tenzer Feldman from ODYSSEY Magazine, “Stay Hungry, Stay Foolish” by
Susan Barnes from ODYSSEY Magazine

The Trouble Begins at 8 by Sid Fleischman

“Steve Jobs’s 2005 Stanford Commencement Address”

“Troubled Daughter Grows Up” by Mary Schmich from the Chicaqu 1 ibune
“Violence in Video Games Causes Desensitization to Violencs in Reality” by Hannah Garry
from the South High Southerner
e “Op-Ed: In Defense of Gaming” by Trevor Butterworth frcm 7e Daily
*See Schoolwide Unit for Additional Options

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Lesson 1: Introduction to Nonfiction

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction have oppc.*ui.ities to learn about every imaginable topic. Students
will recognize the characteristics of differznt tvpes of nonfiction, including references nonfiction and
various forms of literary nonfiction.

New Jersey Student Learnirg Si>rdards: RI.CR.8.1, RI.TS.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Clnsc Reading of Informational Texts, Analyze and Explain Based on Text
Structure

Lesson 2: How Do We Read Nonfiction?

Rationala: Re:aders understand the challenges of nonfiction text. They monitor their comprehension
and te ke action if they are losing meaning. Students will use reading comprehension strategies before,
d4aring, and after reading to support their learning. Students will cite a range of textual evidence and
ma < clear and relevant connections that strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an
informational text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.8.1; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning




L n 3: Nonfiction Text F r

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction use text features to help them more fully understand information they
encounter. Students will identify text features, their purposes, and how the features support
comprehension. Students will evaluate the choices made when presenting an idea in different mediums
and the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums or formats to address a question or
solve a problem.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.8.1; RI.MF.8.6; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Analyze and Evaluate Info.mation
Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Mcaiing

Lesson 4: Structures of Nonfiction

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction pay attention to text structures to surno.* \neir understanding.
Students will analyze and explain how an author organizes, develog s and presents ideas, establishes a
point of view or builds supporting arguments through text structu:~.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: R1.TS.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Analyze and Explain Based cn Text Structure

Lesson 5: Vocabulary in Nonfiction Texts

Rationale: Readers of nonfiction enc.ur.tei particular challenges with vocabulary. Students will use a
variety of approaches to handle thesu challenges. Students will determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meanirg vo: s or phrases—including technical meanings. Students will analyze
the impact or specific worc choices on meaning and tone.

New Jersey Student Le xrriing Standards: R1.TS.8.4; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Stratr.g:25: \nalyze and Explain Based on Text Structure, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Literal Meanirg \'~cabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

LesS(&_‘?'T_earning From and About Biographies

Ravonale: Literary nonfiction takes many forms, including biography. Students will note characteristics
of this genre to support their understanding as they read biographies. Students will analyze how
particular elements of a text interact across multiple text types, including across literary and
informational texts.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.IT.8.3




Skills and Strategies: Analyze Interactions Among Text Elements

Lesson 7: Author’s Point of View

Rationale: Authors of nonfiction often have perspectives that determine how they present their topics.
Students will infer the author’s point of view to gain deeper insights into the text. Students will analyze
how an author conveys or develops their perspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging anc
responding to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. Students will analyze the impact or specific worc
choices on meaning and tone.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CI.8.2; RI.PP.8.5; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Determine "arspective(s) and
Purpose(s), Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Lesson 8: Understanding Authors’ Messages in Nonfiction

Rationale: Readers develop their understanding of a writer’s certre! messages as they continue
reading a nonfiction text. Students will think, write, and talk =s tt.~v gather evidence to support, expand,
and revise their interpretations of an author’s messages.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CI.8.2, R1.7S.8.4; SL.PE.8.1

Skills and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas ‘n 'formational Texts, Analyze and Explain Based on
Text Structure, Participate Effectively

Lesson 9: Exploring Authors’ Use_oi_‘._anguage

Rationale: Readers of norfictiun r.otice the style and tone created by writers’ use of language.
Students will examine the ¢fects of writers’ language choices in literary nonfiction. Students will
analyze the impact or sp=ci’ic word choices on meaning and tone.

New Jersey Stunuont Learning Standards: RI.TS.8.4; RI.CT.8.8; L.VL.8.3

Skills and €t ~tagies: Analyze and Explain Based on Text Structure, Compare Multiple Informational
Texts, Vocehilary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Le.son 10: Understanding the Power of a Speech

Rationale: Speeches can be powerful forms of literary nonfiction. Students will examine the
characteristics of a speech and note their reactions to watching and listening to a speech and to
reading one. Students will evaluate the choices made when presenting an idea in different mediums
and the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums or formats to address a question or
solve a problem.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.MF.8.6; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons

I - Analyzi S I

Rationale: Readers of literary nonfiction notice how a speech is structured to support their
understanding of its central points. Students will summarize each part of a speech, note itz 11ain lesson
or message, and make connections to the author’s ideas. Students will analyze and explcin how an
author organizes, develops and presents ideas, establishes a point of view or builds supr.orting
arguments through text structure. Students will analyze how particular elements of @ text interact
across multiple text types, including across literary and informational texts.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.8.1; RI.CI|.8.2; RLIT.8.3: Ri1.TS.8.4; L.Vl.8.4
Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Determine Central Ideas in Informational

Texts, Analyze Interactions Among Text Elements, Analyze and E: man Based on Text Structure,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

I 2. Analvzing Rhetorical Devices in a Speech

Rationale: Speeches are designed to hold the audie.ce’s interest and clearly make their points.
Students will analyze a speech to discover how speckers make use of rhetorical devices. Students will
analyze the impact or specific word choices nin meaning and tone.

New Jersey Student Learning Standaac>: RI.CR.8.1; RI.TS.8.4; L.VL.8.3; L.V1.8.4
Skills and Strategies: Close Reazing 21 Informational Texts, Analyze and Explain Based on Text

Structure, Vocabulary, Acquisiticn ond Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Lesson 3: Understar‘din_g an Essay

Rationale: Essays ore another powerful form of literary nonfiction. Students will examine the
characteristics of cin essay and summarize the main parts of an essay.

New Jer=e, $tudent Learning Standards: RI.CR.8.1; RI.CI.8.2

Skin's and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Determine Central Ideas in Informational
Te.ts

I - Analvzi E

Rationale: Readers use their knowledge of the structure of an essay to help them understand a writer’s
big ideas. Students will analyze and explain an essay to determine how the introduction, thesis, body,
and conclusion present and support the author’'s message.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.C|.8.2; RI.TS.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Determine Central Ideas in Informational Texts, Analyze and Explain Based on
Text Structure

Lesson 5: Discussing Essays

Rationale: Readers recognize that an essay can be understood more deeply through sharing ideas.
Students will engage in group conversations about an essay to probe its meaning. Students will
analyze how particular elements of a text interact across multiple text types, including across litevaiy
and informational texts.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.8.1; RI.IT.8.3; SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.5.3; 3l .P1.8.4;
SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Analyze Interacticas .~mong Text
Elements, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, 11> clu1e Multimedia
Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly

Lesson 6: Analyzing an Argument

Rationale: Readers of persuasive essays are critical readere Students will identify the claim, reasons,
and evidence in a persuasive essay to discern how an author t.as supported his or her argument about
a topic. Students will analyze and explain how an author crganizes, develops and presents ideas,
establishes a point of view or builds supporting argum-its through text structure. Students will analyze
and reflect on two or more informational texts that prcvide conflicting information on the same topic and
identify where the texts disagree on matters of fac. 0. interpretation .

New Jersey Student Learning Standardz: h'.CR.8.1; RI.TS.8.4; RI.LAA.8.7; RI.CT.8.8

Skills and Strategies: Close Readiry 21 'nformational Texts, Analyze and Explain Based on Text
Structure, Analysis of an Argument

Lesson 7: Evaluating an .- rqument

Rationale: Readers c¢* peisuasive essays study both sides of the argument and analyze the validity of
each writer’s persracive. Students will compare the reasons and evidence writers provide and
evaluate which heticr support the writers’ claims. Students will analyze how an author conveys or
develops their } erspective or purpose in a text and by acknowledging and responding to conflicting
evidence o: ivwvpoints. Students will analyze and reflect on two or more informational texts that
provide 2nr.flicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of
fact or inte pretation.

Ne v Jersey Student Learning Standards: RI.CR.8.1; RI.TS.8.4; RI.PP.8.5; RI.AA.8.7; RI.CT.8.8

Skills and Strategies: Close Reading of Informational Texts, Analyze and Explain Based on Text
Structure, Determine Perspective(s) and Purpose(s), Analysis of an Argument

Lesson 8: Reexamining Nonfiction

Rationale: Readers develop more sophisticated understandings of nonfiction as they read different




types of texts included in this genre. Students will evaluate their goals for this unit and what they have
learned about reading nonfiction.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: SL.PE.8.1; W.RW.8.7

Skills and Strategies: Participate Effectively, Write Over Extended Time Frames

Assessment:
Benchmark: District Benchmark Assessment

Reading Assessments

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Reading Responses, Reading Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessi~2<nt Tools,
Formative Assessment Note Sheets, Student Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Rezding Logs,
Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, Reading Strategies Checklists, IXL

Summative: Nonfiction Summative Assessment

Book Review
Group Project Presentation
IXL

Supplemental Materials:
Nonfiction Summative Assessment
Book Review Rubric

Group Presentation Rubric

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student recdiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or

G&T:

Presentation Accommodations

e 0 ° e o o o

Listen to audio recordinqs instead of reading text

Learn content from aud'‘o »ooks, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions

Use alternate te:'ts ai lower readability level

Work with few2r items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

Use magr. ficauon device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use ar'ai» amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may toauire teacher use of microphone)

Re aiven a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

rave another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts

Have curriculum materials translated into native language

Response Accommodations




e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
e Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a ci.air’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over sceral days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time manag=rnent
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assicnimeats in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruct.on
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or “ifferznt homework problems than peers
e Write shorter pane:s
e Answer fewer or uiiferent test questions
e Create aliernat2 projects or assignments
Curriculum Mc:(ifications
e Learr aifferent material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
tc fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a sore skill)
o Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions




Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technologV, v native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give resporses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather thar: 2y =n answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, ¢''ch as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for examrple, neor the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group settirg
Use sensory tools such as a’ vxercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it anc' uictly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such a5 headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to ~o.nplete a task or a test
e Have extra tine tu process oral information and directions
e Take freqi’eni ! reaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Ac:om.nodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Tuc<e atestin several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
» Take a test at a specific time of day
Oryanization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers




o Write shorter papers

e Answer fewer or different test questions

e Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications

e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)

e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing devices in order to improve \"e vays
users interact with the devices.
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools tr ™uke it usable
for a specific purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard Infusion:

e 9.1.8.E.3 Compare and contrast product facts versus advertising c!aims.

e 9.1.8.E.4 Prioritize personal wants and needs when making purchase:s.

e 9.1.8.E.6 Compare the value of goods or services from differe.* scilers when purchasing large
quantities and small quantities.

e 9.1.8.E.7 Evaluate how fraudulent activities impact consume:s, and justify the creation of
consumer protection laws.

e 9.1.8.E.8 Recognize the techniques and effects of dec2ptive advertising.

e 9.1.8.F.1 Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to
achieve significant societal goals.

e 9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal .na cthical behaviors when making financial
decisions.

e 9.1.8.F.3 Relate the impact of busines«, yovernment, and consumer fiscal responsibility to the
economy and to personal finance.

9.2 Career Awareness Infusicn:
e 0.2.8.B.1 Research careers \vithin the 16 Career Clusters® and determine attributes of career
success.
e 0.2.8.B.2 Develop a Fuiscnalized Student Learning Plan with the assistance of an adult mentor
that includes inforr,~ation about career areas of interest, goals and an educational plan.
e 9.2.8.B.3 Evaluaic <c:nmunication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed
through school, t.2rne, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career.

Science - MS -£SS’;-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,
Functioning, «nd Resilience:
e Nciisuun texts used as read aloud and for independent reading raises awareness on global
c'in.=e change.

L.G31Q Awareness Infusion:
« Non-fiction texts used as read alouds and for independent reading are based on prominent
LGBTAQ figures and/or about the history and progression of the LGBTQ movement.

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts
o Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges
e Self-Management



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

o Understand and practice strategies for managing one’s own emotions, thoughts, and

behaviors
o Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals
e Social Awareness
o Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrounds
o Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ
e Responsible Decision Making
o Develop, implement, and model effective problem-solving and critical thinking ski'is
o Identify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make consu.'cive
choices
o Evaluate personal, ethical, safety, and civic impact of decisions
e Relationship Skills
o Ultilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others
o Demonstrate the ability to prevent and resolve interpersonal conflic.x in constructive

ways
Subject a,ea: English Grade Level: 8th
Leaguage Arts
I!r.it Name: How Writers Dates: September - Time Frame: 6 - 8 weeks
Work October

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Mentor Tex lemental R r n Incl :
e  Writing Down the Bones by Natalie Goldberg

e Crow Call by Lois Lowry
e Chicken Soup for the Soul Inspiration for Writers by Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Amy

Newmark, and Susan M. Heim (Eds.)




e Jackie’s Nine: Jackie Robinson’s Values to Live By by Sharon Robinson
e Walking on the Boundaries of Change: Poems of Transition by Sara Holbrook
*See Schoolwide Unit for Additional Options

Interactive Read Aloud Lessons

Day 1: Why Do Writers Write?

Rationale: There are many reasons why writers write. Students will listen to excerpts from some of \~e
mentor texts, think about the reasons the authors wrote them, and then draw evidence from the texts to
support and reflect on the reasons for their own writing.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; VV.>W.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct R-:search Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participaic Ei’actively, Analyze
and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluaiwc Sy zakers, Present
Information, System and Structure of English Language, Vocabulary, Acquici*iun and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 2: Keeping a Writer’s Notebook and Filling It With Possib..itles

Rationale: Writers use their notebooks to gather and recoid \1eas, or “seeds,” to consider developing
into a published piece of writing. Students will discover th2 purpose of keeping a Writer's Notebook and
begin using it for quick writes to record their ideas in a chct amount of time.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NVv.86.?; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1;
SL.I1.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI1.8.4; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.C 3;L..VIl.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Eu’t ziid Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Write Over Extended Time Frames, Par'icipate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented
in Diverse Media and Formats, Evalua.» Speakers, Present Information, System and Structure of
English Language, Vocabulary, Acg.iiciion and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Day 3: Discovering the Many Forms of Writing

Rationale: Students will listen to different genres/forms of writing from a few of the mentor texts, draw
evidence from the-a to :dentify how they are different, and also explore how form, features, and
purpose are all conr.zcted.

New Jerscy Swdent Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; WWP.8.4; WWR.8.5; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1- CL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.Vl.8.4

£«il's ond Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit and Revise
Acuordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively,
Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers,
Present Information, System and Structure of English Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 4: Writing as Inspiration — Looking at Authors’ Messages

Rationale: Students will listen to inspirational stories and think about the authors’ messages, as well as
draw evidence from the text to support their thoughts and ideas. They will also reflect on values they




think are important and explore how best to relate those values in their own writing.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.Vl.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze
and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, System and Structure of English Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Rationale: Poets find inspiration from everyday experiences and emotions. Students will dis.cover how
poets use emotive language as well as poetic devices in their writing. They will also learn how to find
and use their own voice in their writing. Students will analyze the impact or specific \'ord choices on
meaning and tone.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; WWR & 5, W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1;
SL.I1.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordir.aly, Conduct Research Projects,
Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Aral/ze and Evaluate Information Presented
in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Presert .~forination, System and Structure of
English Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons

Generating ldeas |: Using Lists to Spark Wrnting Ideas

Rationale: Writers fill their notebook= v.’th lists of ideas and possible topics that they can take through
the writing process and develop into ouhblished pieces. Students will create lists of possible topics or
ideas to write about and then creaie a.: idea web or entry using one of these ideas.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.8.2; SL.ES.R.3; SL.PI.8.4; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conc"ict i:2search Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively,
Analyze and Evzuace Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers,
Present Inforrnaticn, System and Structure of English Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Literal Me=niny, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Gene . a.ng Ideas lI: Writing Ideas From a Photograph

Ra.ionale: Another way writers can generate ideas is by using photographs as a springboard for
writing since each one holds so many stories and memories. Students will generate ideas for their
writing by using photographs to reflect on an experience that they have had.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time




Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, System and
Structure of English Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

G ing Ideas Ill: Writing From P | Experi

Rationale: Every successful writer will tell you that the best writing comes from within. Students will
explore how writing about everyday experiences, challenges, and emotions creates a connection
between writers and readers.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.3E.£.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.V|.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingiy, t>onduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time rcmes, Participate
Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and " ~ats, Evaluate
Speakers, Present Information, System and Structure of English Language, Yocabulary, Acquisition
and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meani g

Selecting: Narrowing Down a Topic

Rationale: Writers select ideas that are full of possibilities and purhose when deciding what to publish.
Students will reread their Writers’ Notebooks to reflect on thie'r wiiiing and select an idea they want to
publish.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW 8.2 W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI 8.4:1..8S.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Imormative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Researc!: Pisjects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Informadon Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate
Speakers, Present Information, Syster.» a~d Structure of English Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition
and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabu'cy, 2cquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Collecting: Descriptive D.tails

Rationale: Writers us the collecting stage of the writing process to elaborate, research, and develop
their piece. Studen's !l “collect” descriptive details to further develop their selected topic/idea.

New Jersey Suiaznt Learning Standards: W.AW.8.2; W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5;
W.SE.8.6; v K\".8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.I1.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.8.3;
L.vVI.8.4

S«i's and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
anJ Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over
Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, System
and Structure of English Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Drafting: Organizing According to Form

Rationale: Drafting is the stage of the writing process where writers must consider the structure and




form that best suits the ideas they have chosen to publish. Students will choose a strategy to first help
them organize their draft into a structure that is meaningful to their purpose and audience.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.2; W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5;
W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over
Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Dive.se
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, System and Structure of English
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Revising |: BIG Revision — Making P ful CI

Rationale: Revision is the stage of the writing process where writers resee and reread their writing to
ensure their message or meaning is clear. With some guidance and support frc.» poers and adults,
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, sustaining effort to c-mplete complex writing
tasks; seeking out assistance, models, sources or feedback to improve uraersianding or refine final
products; focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addresced.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.2; W.IW.8.2; ‘"N.N'/V.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5;
W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.1.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.R.4; L S5.8.1; L.VL.8.3;L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Exy.ianatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gaurer Print and Digital Sources, Write Over
Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analvz= and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Infc-mation, System and Structure of English
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Lit~rar Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Interpretive Meaning

Revising II: Show, Don’t Tell

Rationale: Revision often has mar; .~vers to it. Writers understand that there are many different
strategies to “resee” their writizig. I, this second revision lesson, students will focus on adding relevant
descriptive details to their rieces, using precise words and phrases, through a strategy called “show,
don't tell.”

New Jersey Student Leaining Standards: W.AW.8.2; W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE %2.; 5L.1.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; L.SS.8.1; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Stioteyies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise ,* ccordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effective!y. \rialyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate
Speake:s. Present Information, System and Structure of English Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition
a:11a Loe: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Editing: C With P

Rationale: During the editing stage of the writing process, writers consider the conventions of standard
English grammar and usage. Punctuation, and particularly the comma, greatly contributes to the sound
and meaning of text. Students will understand the usage of commas correctly and purposefully.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.2; W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; L.VL.8.3; L.Vl.8.4




Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate
Speakers, Present Information, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Publishing: Crafting the Perfect Titl

Rationale: The publishing process is the final stage of the writing process, where writers make
decisions about how they want to display and share their finished work. The first thing readers se= 15
the title of a piece, so it is very important for young writers to learn how to craft the “perfect titla.” /As
students once again “read like writers” by analyzing the titles of the mentor texts, they wil be avle to
think of possible titles for their own pieces of writing.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; WWnr .8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; L.Vl.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives _dit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sourcex, WWrite Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimzdia Components, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Student Self-Reflection:

Rationale: The students should feel a real sense of accomplishment now that they have successfully
taken their drafts through the entire writing procesc tu create a published piece. Students will reflect on
and evaluate this experience and their resulting nrooucts. How Writers

Assessment:

Benchmark: Benchmark Writing Sarap'e
IXL

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Responses, Writer’'s Notebook, Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student
Performance Checklists, St.cky Notes, Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, IXL

Summative: Writi:n riaces (Prompts)
Group ruject Presentation

Supplememo wvaterials:
Book revi~w rubric
Grout resentation rubric

Divfzrentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or
G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions




Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technologV, v native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give resporses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather thar: 2y =n answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, ¢''ch as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for examrple, neor the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group settirg
Use sensory tools such as a’ vxercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it anc' uictly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such a5 headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to ~o.nplete a task or a test
e Have extra tine tu process oral information and directions
e Take freqi’eni ! reaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Ac:om.nodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Tuc<e atestin several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
o Take a test at a specific time of day
O1 (anization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
o Write shorter papers




Answer fewer or different test questions
Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications

Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead ~f reading print
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger prii { size

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Cou>

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditor:* tranrer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with onc another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in prerering for assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal mote.ial, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or de:no.strate concepts

Have curriculum materials tra.»sicted into native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a ccminunication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers tn & scribe

Capture respons~s on an audio recorder

Use a spellia dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a wora orozessor to type notes or give responses in class

Use & vaivulator or table of “math facts”

Resp2nd directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting Arc mmodations

[4

vwork or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test




e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
o Take atest in several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
o Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
o Write shorter papers
o Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on muti;,ii-ation while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skin while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard thaii the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking '=chnology:
e 8.1.8.CS.1: Recommend improvements to 2omputing devices in order to improve the ways
users interact with the devices.

Standard 9 -

9.1 Personal Financial Litera~y’

9.2 Career Awareness, Expiavztion, Preparation, and Training
9.4 Life Literacies and ey Skills

9.1 Personal Financi2l Literacy Standard:
e Characters in read alouds and independent reading texts learn money management skills.
e The plot or i~ame in read alouds and independent reading texts revolves around money
manageraent skills and financial independence.
+ 9.1.8.CP.2: Arai’ze how spending habits affect one’s ability to save
* 9.1.8.FP.1: L=ccribe the impact of personal values on various financial scenarios.
+ 9.1.8.FF.2: E.valuate the role of emotions, attitudes, and behavior (rational and irrational) in making
financic! ducisions.
» C.1.¢ FP.3: Explain how self-regulation is important to managing money (e.g., delayed gratification,
in.~ulse buying, peer pressure, etc.).
+ 9.71.8.FP.4: Analyze how familial and cultural values influence savings rates, spending, and other
financial decisions.
* 9.1.8.FP.5: Determine how spending, investing, and using credit wisely contributes to financial
well-being

9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training:
e Inread alouds and independent reading texts, students are introduced to a variety of careers
that characters have.



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf

9.2.8.CAP.11: Analyze potential career opportunities by considering different types of resources,
including occupation databases, and state and national labor market statistics.

9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills

+9.4.8.DC.1: Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use.
* 9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products (e.g.,
W.6.8).

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,

Functioning, and Resilience:
e Texts used as read alouds have a plot or theme related to protecting our envirnnnen. and
ecosystem.
e When brainstorming topics, students can connect their writing to a time the: dic something
positive for the environment.
e Students can generate an argument in support of increased efforts for en ‘irc imental
conservation.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:

e Texts used as read alouds written by prominent LGBTQ aritne's.

e Texts used as read alouds have a plot or theme related ic diversity and acceptance.

e Students' narrative could have a plot or theme relatcd to diversity and acceptance.

e Students can research and select topics based arounu LGBTQ inclusion, awareness, and
legislation.

e Students can generate an argument in suppott of increased efforts for LGBTQ inclusion,
awareness, and legislation.

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s feelinns anu thoughts
o Recognize one’s persane! traits, strengths, and limitations
o Recognize the imrararice of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges
e Self-Management
o Recognize the ski.ls needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals
o Identify an. appiy ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative methods
to achieve »re’s goals
e Social Awareress
o Recconize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cuitural backgrounds
>~ Oemonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ
e Recoonsible Decision Making
c Develop, implement, and model effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
o ldentify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive
choices
o Evaluate personal, ethical, safety, and civic impact of decisions
e Relationship Skills
o Establish and maintain healthy relationships



https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Subject Area: English
Language Arts

Grade Level: 8tn

Unit Name: Multi-Genre
Memoir

Dates: Nove:nwuer -
December

Time Frame: 6 - 8 weeks

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Mentor Texts & Supplemental Res~u:ce. Can Include:

Little White Duck L Na _iu

So Far from the Sea by Eve Bunting
Lives Turned Upside Down ov Jim Hubbard
Bad Boy by Walter Beari 1 lyers

Guys Read: The >,0.ts Pages edited by Jon Scieszka
The Bat Boy . His Violin by Gavin Curtis

e Frika’s St-ry vy Ruth Vander Zee
*See Schoolwid: Uric for Additional Options

Interacti'e Xead Aloud Lessons

Immc rsiun: Interactive Read-Aloud Lessons Day 1: Studying Memoir in Multiple Forms

Rationale: Memoir writers think about the best form or genre they can use to share their thoughts,
memories, and ideas. Students will define memoir and listen to and view various forms of memoirs,

specifically picture books.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.2; W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; WWR.8.5; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3;L.VI.8.4




Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively,
Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers,
Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use
Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition
and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 2: Photographs in Memoir

Rationale: Memoir writers use visual images or photographs to capture their thoughts and memo-ies.
Students will listen to and observe how the photo essay genre is a viable option for them to shore their
memoirs.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.2; W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.3; W.WP.8.4; N.WR.8.5;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL 5..: L.VL.8.3;L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Tex.=, \'/rite Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extendect Tin.e Frames, Participate
Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Meuic aiid Formats, Evaluate
Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System ard Structure of English Language,
Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Lii=rar Meaning, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 3: Portraying a Strong Sense of Place

Rationale: Memoir writers use precise vocabulary 1o ~ievant details in order to portray a strong
sense of place in their narratives. Students will liste~ tu a memoir novel that incorporates descriptive
and precise language in order to attend to an i'npriant feature of memoir writing—a strong sense of
place.

New Jersey Student Learning Staraards: W.NW.8.3; WWP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; 1..32.5.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Wriie Ncrratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectivoly, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Spea'<er 5, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Us= Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acqui<itiu and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 4: Grapl:iz Novel Memoir

Rationale. N:emoir writers think about their audience and look for engaging genres or forms to present
th<i- tories that best reflect their thoughts and ideas. Students will learn about the features of the
grevhic novel and notice the importance of both the text and pictures in telling the entire story.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.2; W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively,
Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers,
Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use




Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition
and Use: Interpretive Meaning

D P le Who M a Differen

Rationale: Memoir writers think about the people who have made a significant impact on their lives.
Students will listen to a memoir presented in the form of a short story in order to learn about a person
who made a difference in the life of an athlete.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.5.2-
SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordiriglv, Write Over
Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accrraingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acqu.zitica and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons
Generating Ideas |: Special People

Rationale: Writers think about the people in their lives who i ave 'cft a special imprint on their thoughts
and memories and who have helped create memorable momerts. Students will think about the people
in their lives they have grown to appreciate to help gen2rate ideas for their memoirs.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IV/ 2 2, W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; LKL.2.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/™xplzinatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over
Extended Time Frames, Participate Cffcctively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse
Media and Formats, Evaluate Speak=zrs, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language. U<e Knowledge of Language

Generating Ideas IlI: Visu.! Images Unlock Memories

Rationale: Writers usz illustrations or photos to unlock memories and help inspire them to generate
ideas. Students wi uc~ photographs and/or illustrations as sources of inspiration while generating
possible memoi: idedus.

New Jers.v Jtudent Learning Standards: W.NW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.%.5, 5! .P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Glilis und Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frai.ies, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Generating Ideas lll: Tapping Into Someone Else’s Memory

Rationale: Writers are often inspired to write about the events and experiences that happened to them
when they were too young to remember because of the poignant way a family member or relative has




shared the memory with them. Students will consider some of the stories that have been shared with
them about themselves as possible memoir ideas.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1;
SL.I1.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate
Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Ad=p.
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Generating Ideas IV: Memorable Events and Experiences

Rationale: Writers reflect on important events in their lives to help them generate idews. 3tudents will
think about memorable events and experiences from their lives to help generate pou.sible memoir
ideas.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.2.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise According:: Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Informaticn P’resented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speach Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Selecting I: Will This Be the One?

Rationale: Writers have many wonderful m=r.»ric 3 and recognize that not all of these memories would
make successful memoirs. Students will se'ect zn idea that will best reflect the important elements of
memoir writing: reflection, relationshins; er~odon, passage of time, strong significance, and/or a
meaningful event.

New Jersey Student Learnin.a 5'andards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.EX}.8.3; 5L.P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: V."it2 Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordirai 1, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and
Evaluate Information Prasented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Inciude Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Lanauv4oz, Use Knowledge of Language

Selectiag I: Jeciding on a Form

Ra‘tonale: Writers have a variety of forms or genres to select from for sharing their memoirs. Students
will select the most appropriate form or genre for telling their stories in an engaging and memorable
way.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit




and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and
Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Collecting I: Characters — The People in Your Memoir

Rationale: Writers collect information about the special people in their memoirs in order to represent
them with clarity and authenticity. Students will incorporate personality traits, descriptions, and
experiences that best reflect their characters. Students will acquire and use grade-appropriate 5~t.~ral
academic and domain-specific words and phrases.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.2; WWP.5.4- \'\'. RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts. Wite Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effetively, Analyze and
Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate 3r2zakers, Present
Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordinaiy, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Collecting ll: Setting — Details of Time and Place

Rationale: Writers can make a place seem real and aliv2 through descriptive, precise language and/or
visual images. Students will think about the best way t» describe their settings as they visualize the
places where their selected memory took place. Stuu=nts will acquire and use grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words 221 phkrases.

New Jersey Student Learning Standarr's. W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AC 8.3; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effective!, /. zuyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Piosent Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Collecting lll: Interiewing Others

Rationale: W~itei: conduct research for their memoirs by interviewing family members and friends.
Students wii t.inik about the kinds of questions they need to generate in order to interview family
members 9 fiiends for the purpose of collecting additional pieces of relevant information to include in
their raemoirs.

Nev. Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1;
SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Write Narratives, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate
Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt
Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language




Drafting I: Creating a Narrative Outline

Rationale: Writers think about the organization of their stories in order to present their memoirs clearly
and logically. Students will use narrative elements to organize their story ideas.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media 2nc
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Struature of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Drafting Il: Inviting Introductions

Rationale: Writers think about the best way to introduce their pieces to their realer because the
beginning, or lead, sets the tone for their writing. Students will think about the be st way to orient their
readers by crafting an engaging and inviting introduction.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.8.2; WWP.8.4- \v.°W.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Acco.dingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate InTormation Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adant Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Drafting lll: The Important Role of Transiio,» Words and Phrases

Rationale: Writers use a variety of trancitic~ words and phrases to convey sequence, signal shifts from
one time frame or setting to another, an 1 show relationships among experiences and events. Students
will determine the type of transitioin words, phrases, or clauses they will use as they continue to draft
their memoirs.

New Jersey Student Lear.iiig Standards: W.NW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.A3.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strat:gios: 'Nrite Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participa ¢ Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evcolucie Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Lar.auage, Use Knowledge of Language

Pevisixg I: Relevant Details and Sensory Language

Rationale: Writers include relevant details and sensory language in their memoirs to make their writing
interesting and unique while helping readers picture what is written. Students will look at their drafts to
identify places where they can add details and sensory language to reflect events, experiences, and
memories in order to help their readers visualize what is taking place. Students will acquire and use
grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Revising II: Writing With Style

Rationale: Writers vary their style in order to demonstrate their awareness of their purpose an 1
audience. Students will examine examples of different writers’ styles as they relate to the t.'m. they
have chosen for their memoirs and notice how the word choices contribute to the overall feel and tone
of the writing. Students will acquire and use grade-appropriate general academic ana uotnain-specific
words and phrases.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.,- S_.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise According"y. W.ite Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information rrsented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Spzach £.ccordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Revising lll: Poignant Reflections

Rationale: Writers reread and revise in order to n.une sure they include reflections that reveal and
represent their memorable experiences, evenw pzople, or ideas. Students will look over their drafts to
make sure their writing includes elements ¢ refiection and use these elements to conclude their
memoirs.

New Jersey Student Learning S‘znaards: W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.c €,..55.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: W:ite Marratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectivaly, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Sneakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Languags, Use Knowledge of Language

Editing I: Cacitzlizati | Punctuation: C tional and U tional Choi

Rationcle: Writers, with the help of editors, use precise capitalization and punctuation in their writing.
Put whi'e the rules are fairly straightforward for narrative prose writing, there are many exceptions for
the multiple genres that have been studied in this unit. Students will notice and apply the rules that are
specific to each genre in order to edit their own texts, as well as recognize when it is acceptable to
include unconventional choices for effect. Students will also recognize and apply spelling conventions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narratives, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time




Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Editing ll: Peer Editing

Rationale: Writers can learn a lot about the conventional decisions they make by working with a peer
editor and using a checklist to notice and discuss their use of grammar and conventions. Students il
work with a partner to review their conventional choices and use a checklist to help inform the chaiige.
they may need to make.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.NW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; /.K\W.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.1.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.5S.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments; Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Wr'te Narratives, Edit
and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effective !y, Analyze and
Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Spak=rs, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English | 22guage, Use Knowledge of
Language

Publishing: Adding G E

Rationale: Writers know that the final step in publishing their 1.-emoirs is to consider genre features
that will give their writing a polished look. Students will ai:alyze how each genre or form of writing is
published and add these features to their memoirs.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.i 'W 5.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2;
SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.95.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Narrativec  Elit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Pres.e n ..iformation, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Stru :tur~ ¢f English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Student Self-Reflection

Rationale: Writers 21k hard to publish their pieces and reflect on the decisions they made and the
process they used vihile crafting their piece. Students will reflect and self-assess their memoirs while
thinking about \1e:r process and how it relates to publishing their pieces.

Assussinent:
E~nch:nark: Narrative
IXL

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Responses, Writer’'s Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student
Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, IXL

Summative: Written Pieces (Prompts)
Published Memoir/10,000 essay www.nanowrimo.org



http://www.nanowrimo.org/

IXL

Supplemental Materials:
Book Review Rubric
Group Presentation Rubric
Memoir Rubric

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or

G&T:

Presentation Accommodations

Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text

Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of :cading print
versions

Use alternate texts at lower readability level

Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger prim <ize

Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Codc¢

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trine 7, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one anotr.er

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparrz 1ur assessments

Use visual presentations of verbal ma*anyl, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demarnctrate concepts

Have curriculum materials trans'a.~a into native language

Response Accommodations

Use sign language, a comn ui.ication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English

Dictate answers tc 2 scrve

Capture responsse 0.7 an audio recorder

Use a spellinc dictionary or electronic spell-checker

Use a worr pre.cessor to type notes or give responses in class

Use a c=Icu.ator or table of “math facts”

Resporid uirectly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.

Setting A:ccmmodations

Worn or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions

Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)

Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information and directions




o Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers
e Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different test questions
e Create alternate projects or assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multip’icatiun while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill viixiie classmates continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard t1.an u.e one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readir.:s./iiterest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead o7 "ec ding text
e Learn content from audio books o ‘ies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions
Use alternate texts at lower roaaability level
Work with fewer items. p 2r ~=ge or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification devic?, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplificracan device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teache. use of microphone)
Be given a . riten list of instructions
Record ¢ lessor,, instead of taking notes
Have an0:tier student share class notes with one another
Be y./ei1 an outline of a lesson
o> y'ven a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Ce given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments
e Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
e Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
e Dictate answers to a scribe
e Capture responses on an audio recorder

N




Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a -ook or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different hor-ev.ark problems than peers
o Write shorter papers
e Answer fewer or different rest questions
e Create alternate projects « r assignments
Curriculum Modifications
e Learn different mai>r.al (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, ¢ moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core ki,
e Get gracad ur assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8..6.CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing devices in order to improve the ways
users interact with the devices.
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable
for a specific purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard Infusion:
e Students can connect memoirs to having and maintaining an allowance or demonstrating
responsibility with one’s money.

9.2 Career Awareness Infusion:
e Students can connect their memoirs to career choices or decisions made by themselves or



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf

others.
9.2.8.CAP.11: Analyze potential career opportunities by considering different types of resources,
including occupation databases, and state and national labor market statistics.
+ 9.2.8.CAP.12: Assess personal strengths, talents, values, and interests to appropriate jobs and
careers to maximize career potential

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,
Functioning, and Resilience:
e Texts used as read alouds have a plot or theme related to protecting our environment and
ecosystem.
e When brainstorming topics, students can connect their memoirs to a time they did son eti ing
positive for the environment.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e Texts used as read alouds written by prominent LGBTQ authors.
e Texts used as read alouds have a plot or theme related to diversity and ac~eptance.
e Students' personal narrative could have a plot or theme related to divcrsicy o1id acceptance.

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts
o Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths, and iinitations
o Recognize the importance of self-confidenco in .»2ndling daily tasks and challenges
e Self-Management
o Recognize the skills needed to establist. and achieve personal and educational goals
e Social Awareness
o Recognize and identify the thoughts, feclings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an awareness of the Jifferences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrounds
e Responsible Decision Making
o Develop, implement, ana mcdel effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
o ldentify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive
choices
e Relationship Skills
o Establish and ~aitain healthy relationships
o Utilize pos*ive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others



https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 8
Language Arts

Unit Name: Research Dates: January - March Time Froine: 6-8 weeks

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Mentor Texts & Supplemental Resources Can Include:
Gorilla Doctors by Pamela S. Turner

A Street Through Time by Anne Millard
“The Harlem Renaissance: A Cultural Revolutioii’ by Lisa Thomas
“The Environmental Impacts of Pollution” bv S=ra Williams
Harlem Stomp! by Laban Carrick Hill
Girls Think of Everything by Catherine T hirminesh
Inventing the Future by Marfé Fergu.orn Delano
Voices From the Moon by Andre.: Ciraikin
e Hand in Hand by Andrea ano Snan Pinkney
*See Schoolwide Unit for Additionz! Cntions

Interactive Read Aloud LeLsons

Day 1: What Is a Researci _Report?

Rationale: Writere of research reports (including the narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/exne.iments, or technical processes) examine topics and convey information, concepts,
and ideas ir = focused and coherent manner. Students will explore and recognize the primary purpose
of writina research reports: to engage in the systematic investigation of materials and resources in
order ‘o astablish facts, report or evaluate research findings, reach conclusions, and inspire further
rsearct and exploration.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.Vl.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure




of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 2: Why Writers Write About Research

Rationale: Research report writers collect reputable information from a variety of sources in order to
synthesize and study facts, concepts, and ideas and present their findings to an audience. Students will
explore the reasons why writers write about their research and begin to determine what their own
purpose would be for writing a research report.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.5; N.RwW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Acuardingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended 1"me Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accorc:.ily, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acqui:itio.1 and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 3: The Features of a Research Report

Rationale: Research report (including the narration of is.orical events, scientific
procedures/experiments, or technical processes) w: ‘tei1> use a variety of features in order to produce a
report that examines a topic and conveys ideas, c~r.septs, and information clearly. Students will learn
about the features of research report writing 2.°d 2termine their important uses and contributions to an
informative or explanatory text.

New Jersey Student Learning Staracrus: W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; $51..~5.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.Vl.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Wr.*2 Infurmative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Soeaners, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Languz e, <'se Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acg tisivon and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 4: Or.arization and Structure

Raid'oivale: Research report writers use a variety of text structures to organize concepts, ideas, and
imurmation. ldentifying these structures will help students recognize when the text changes to provide
new information and enhance their understanding of the content. Students will examine two mentor
texts for the purpose of recognizing how text structures contribute to the presentation of clear and
informative writing and how they can apply these organizational techniques to their own research
reports.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.5S.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4




Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 5: Compelling Questions

Rationale: Research report writers form compelling questions in order to research and discover1acts
and information about a selected topic or subject. Students will learn about the importance f
generating important questions to assist them in their research process.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.S&.%.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.Vl.c 4

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revicc Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extendec Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech ;1cordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary ~~quisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons
Generating Ideas I: Contemporary Issues

Rationale: Research report writers observe thicir world in order to generate possible ideas and notice
interesting information, attributes, and/or t'i.om.:s. Students will begin to list possible research topics
about contemporary or environmentz! icsue s and discuss them with peers in order to build on each
other’s ideas.

New Jersey Student Learniny Siandards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.-".8.4, SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies® Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Project.. Gauer Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaiuate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English LAl 1vage, Use Knowledge of Language

Genera‘in) lueas ll: Questions About History Can Lead to Research

Ra.‘onale: Research report writers generate personal questions that encourage exploration and
investigation. Students will generate possible topics through self-questioning about how history has
impacted the progress of civilizations past and present.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2




Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Generating Ideas lll: Inspirational Subjects

Rationale: Research report writers consider notable, fascinating, and dynamic people as possible
subjects for research reports. Students will listen to and learn about inspiring, motivational people wi o
have left strong legacies through their actions, tenacity, or accomplishments.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.5; N.RwW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Acuardingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended 1"me Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accorc:.ily, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Selecting: Deciding on a Research Topic

Rationale: Research report writers select a topic (includirg the narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/experiments, or technical processes) by ccirsidering their interest and knowledge, as well
as their audience, their purpose, and the availability of zrious sources to conduct research about these
topics. Students will reread their notes, lists, and ~~t-ies and will consider personal interest and
resource availability in order to help them snlet and narrow the focus of their research topics.

New Jersey Student Learning Stand~a:: W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL AC.t£.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write \nfui mative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Spean=rs, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, 'Jse nnowledge of Language

Collecting I: St.ns :n ihe Research Process

Rationale. Re:search report writers follow a series of steps in order to ensure that their purpose is clear
and tha' th 2 cathering and organization of the information is cohesive and reflects multiple sources.
Students will learn about the important steps they will need to follow in order to develop a research

rep ort that presents knowledge clearly and accurately.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech




Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Collecting Il: Evaluating Resources

Rationale: Writers collect accurate and relevant information to support their research. Students will
learn criteria to select reliable sources of information for their topics, including primary, secondary, and
online sources.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW .8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordiliyty. Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Fic.mes, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Compoier*s. Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge ot | ar.juage, Vocabulary,
Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Collecting lll: Taking Notes and Summarizing

Rationale: Research report writers take notes to help orge:i-e aid keep track of their information and
resources. They also use their own words when recording the rnost essential information needed for
their research. Students will select relevant facts from ‘ixfo,mational texts and Internet sites and take
notes using their own words in order to support ana:sic, reflection, and research. Students will acquire
and use grade-appropriate general academic anc ~cmain-specific words and phrases.

New Jersey Student Learning Standard<- '/ IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI1.8.4; SL UM.5.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Piint ana Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speal <rs, I resent Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and >‘ructure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Collecting IV: Ari< .2 Survey Says . . .

Rationale: Risearch report writers use surveys or interviews to gain additional information about their
research tooics. Students will develop a list of questions in order to employ the primary research
strateqy’ o1 sLrveying or interviewing others to help them gather additional relevant information.
Students will also learn how to use online survey tools (when available) in order to collect pertinent
res 2arch.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate




Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Collecting V: The Importance of the Outline

Rationale: Research report writers need to think about the organization of their information and ideas
and whether they have sufficient evidence and documentation to support their ideas. Students will learn
how to create and effectively use an outline as an organizational tool that will guide them through
organizing and presenting their reports.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RV.'8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accaiuingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Fromes, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech AccordirJly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Drafting I: Let’s Start at the Beginning

Rationale: Research report writers know that the introductio. plays an important role in a research
report. Students will learn what to include in the introductinon of their reports so that it establishes the
context of the research and summarizes the current ur.c'eiztandings and background information about
their topics.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: V' IV."8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8 2: L S$S.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informz v =/=xplanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print ai. Ligital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakerx "1 3sent Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use “now:edge of Language

Drafting ll: The Body, of « Research Report

Rationale: Rescarci report writers include important information in the body of their reports by
synthesizing {heir data, facts, statistics, and information. Students will learn how to use their notecards
and outlincs t» select and organize the information presented in the body of their reports.

Nzt Carsey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Drafting lll: Effective Conclusions




Rationale: Research report writers recognize the importance of a strong conclusion or concluding
statement because it gives their readers something to take away that will help them internalize and
interpret the presented information. Students will learn how to write an effective concluding statement
or section that follows from and supports the information presented.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduc*
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, rani-ipate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Revising: Maintaining a Formal Writing Style

Rationale: Research report writers establish and maintain a formal style v.%.cn reporting their
information and sharing their findings. Students will acknowledge their cucience by using cohesive
transitions, appropriate structure, and technical, precise language *c i~xform readers or explain their
topics. Students will acquire and use grade-appropriate general acaaemic and domain-specific words
and phrases. Students will gather vocabulary knowledge w'icn seiecting a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.¢ 2; ‘" WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS 2.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Ex~oicnatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Dirite! Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Prese:n: Ir.iormation, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Language, Use Knowledye uf Language

Editing I: Citations of Re.2arc:

Rationale: Research epu:t writers look for quotes from experts in order to develop their topics and
demonstrate their ~redility. Students will follow the standard format for citations when including quotes
and the researc:: of uthers in their reports.

New Jerscv Vtudent Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3;
SL.PI.8 4; SL AS.8.6;L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skils and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over
Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Editing lI: Tense Matters

Rationale: Research report writers are aware of the tense they use when presenting their reports.
They know when and where to use the past and present tenses and know not to use first person or




second person. Students will edit their reports to ensure proper tense use in order to convey clear
meaning.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3;
SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Write Over
Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Spee-h
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Publishing I: The Look an le of Your R

Rationale: Research report writers use precise style guidelines when publishing theii wo k, and they
use technology in order to enhance the presentation of their reports. Students will icarn to apply MLA
style guidelines to their reports while also considering some other features of punlistied research.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; WWR.C.5, W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL 8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit ana Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Cver Cxtended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech
Accordingly, System and Structure of English Languagc U'se Knowledge of Language

Publishing II: Works Cited and Bibli hi

Rationale: Research report writers use puhlishiig features that honor and reflect all of the effort that
other writers, reporters, and researchers have put into their work. Students will learn the important roles
that a Works Cited page and a Bibliogico:1y play in a research report.

New Jersey Student Learnii.n Standards: W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.ES.8.3; SL..>1.8.4, SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategiec: W.iie Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Research Project:. Garher Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Effectively, Eval. ate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure
of English Laivguage, Use Knowledge of Language

Studeu* S:zh Reflection

Ra‘ionale: Writers reflect upon their effort as report writers after publishing their pieces. Students will
reflect on the process of writing reports about their research and will identify methods of research, data
collection, and determining the accuracy of sources.ut their research and begin to determine what their
own purpose would be for writing a research report.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.7, W.8.8, W.8.9, W.8.10,
SL.8.1,SL.8.2,SL.8.3,SL.8.4,SL.8.6,L.8.1,L.8.2,L..8.3,L.8.4,L.8.5,L.8.6




Skills and Strategies:

Assessment:
Benchmark: Benchmark Informational Essay

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Student Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Responses, Writer’'s Notebook Checklists, Self-Assessment Tools, Student
Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reflection Sheets, Goal Sheets, IXL

Summative: Written Pieces (Prompts) and Published Research Report
Supplemental Materials:

Research Report Rubric
Research Presentation Rubric

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning nrefile IE?, ELL, and/or
G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digite! media instead of reading print
versions
Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or «i.awiials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, ot Sraiile / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., heaii: .y aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of micropk.ono)
Be given a written list of instructior.c
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of A lesson
Be given a copy of tea~hie s lecture notes
Be given a study g.ide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visual prese nictions of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipula‘ives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curi’:uluia materials translated into native language
Response Acccmmodations
e Use ¢iyn language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
then tinglish
Divta.e answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
e Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
e Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
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Use special lighting or acoustics

Take a test in small group setting

Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)

Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs

Timing Accommodations

Take more time to complete a task or a test
Have extra time to process oral information and directions
Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task

Scheduling Accommodations

Take more time to complete a project

Take a test in several timed sessions or over several days
Take sections of a test in a different order

Take a test at a specific time of day

Organization Skills Accommodations

Use an alarm to help with time management

Mark texts with a highlighter

Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
Receive study skills instruction

Assignment Modifications

Complete fewer or different homework problems tha.> pecis
Write shorter papers

Answer fewer or different test questions

Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications

Learn different material (such as ccnti:un g to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to ar. ex*ension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)

Get graded or assessed usirg 2 cifferent standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instructio::
Instruction will vary accc rding to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommc dztions

Listen to auio recordings instead of reading text

Learn coatent from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versicns

Use ciernate texts at lower readability level

vi'n” with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size

vse magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code

Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)

Be given a written list of instructions

Record a lesson, instead of taking notes

Have another student share class notes with one another

Be given an outline of a lesson

Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes

Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments




e Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
e Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few disucctions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distiacuns)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be loops' aiound a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or cza.nlugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and ai-ections
e Take frequent breaks, such as after compleing = task
Scheduling Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a project
o Take atest in several timed sessicns or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a differer .t order
e Take a test at a specific time or dJay
Organization Skills Accommaoditions
e Use an alarm to help vin time management
e Mark texts with a b jhligiiter
e Have help coordinctirig assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skuis instruction
Assignment Moc’fications
e Comple.~ fewer or different homework problems than peers
e Write snorter papers
e Aixwzar fewer or different test questions
e Cr2ae alternate projects or assignments
Cur-ici'um Modifications
e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing devices in order to improve the ways
users interact with the devices.




9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard Infusion:
The unit mentor text provides a number of opportunities to address the following standards:
e 9.1.8.E.3 Compare and contrast product facts versus advertising claims.
e 9.1.8.E.4 Prioritize personal wants and needs when making purchases.
e 9.1.8.E.6 Compare the value of goods or services from different sellers when purchasing large
quantities and small quantities.
e 9.1.8.E.7 Evaluate how fraudulent activities impact consumers, and justify the creation of
consumer protection laws.
e 9.1.8.E.8 Recognize the techniques and effects of deceptive advertising.
e 9.1.8.F.1 Explain how the economic system of production and consumption may be a means to
achieve significant societal goals.
e 9.1.8.F.2 Examine the implications of legal and ethical behaviors when making firorcia
decisions.
e 9.1.8.F.3 Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer fiscal re spor.cibility to the
economy and to personal finance.

9.2 Career Awareness Infusion:
e 0.2.8.B.1-7 through Research Essays and/or Career Research Essa,'s

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climate Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,
Functioning, and Resilience Infusion:
e Students can research and select topics based around =i, ‘irunmental issues.
e Students can present their informational writing to reise awareness for increased efforts of
environmental conservation.

LGBTQ Awareness Infusion:
e Students can research and select topics basod around LGBTQ inclusion, awareness, and
legislation.
e Students can present their informatioial v.riting to raise awareness for increased efforts on
LGBTQ inclusion and/or legislatior.

Social Emotional Learning:
e Self-Awareness
o Recognize ore: rorsonal traits, strengths, and limitations
o Recognize the ;mportance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges
e Self-Management
o Recognize ‘he skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals
o Identiiy and apply ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative methods
tc aci.izve one’s goals
e Social Awaicness
o Re:zcognize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
< VDemonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrounds
e Responsible Decision Making
o Develop, implement, and model effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills
o ldentify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive
choices
e Relationship Skills
o Establish and maintain healthy relationships
o Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

Subject Area: English Grade Level: 8
Language Arts

S
Unit Name: Argumentative Dates: April - June Time Frame: 8 weeks
Essay

Lessons & Writing Activities:

Mentor Texts & Supplemental Resources Cz.: Include:
e  faithful Elephants by Yukio Tsuchiya

Kakapo Rescue by Sy Montgomey
The Yellow Star by Carmen r qi> Deedy
Remember by Toni Morrison
Smoky Night by Eve Buntima and Virginia Silverstein
“The Voting Rights Act. Do, We Still Need 1t?”, “Americans Need to Learn Foreign Languages”,
“Is Technology Making Us Stupid?” and “Is Recycling Worth the Effort?” from the
Argumentative Essay Exemplars Packet
e The Shallows by Nicholas Carr
e Life in a F,.cket of Soil by Alvin Silverstein and Virginia Silverstein
*See Schoolwide 'nit for Additional Options

Interactiv > )ead Aloud Lessons

Day 1. What Are Argumentative Essays?

Rationale: Argumentative essays in the content areas focus on presenting an argument with clear
reasons and relevant evidence on content-specific topics or issues that are meaningful to the writer.
Students will examine and explore all mentor texts and essay exemplars and begin to brainstorm
possible content area-specific topics they feel strongly about and may want to pursue for their
argumentative essays.




New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.5S.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3;L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning,
Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 2: Author’s Purpose

Rationale: The primary purpose of an argumentative essay is to persuade or convince re aders to
adopt new beliefs or behaviors by presenting a strong argument with supporting iciecs, evidence, and
opposing views. Students will listen to excerpts from Kakapo Rescue and Faithic! E'ephants to
determine the authors’ purposes and passions for their subjects.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.\W®.6.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; L.C.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative’e¥planatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digial Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate !»fo.mation Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, 1.:cluce Multimedia Components, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge cf'_anguage, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: 'nt:2rp.otive Meaning

Day 3: Develop the Arqument
Rationale: Writers of argumentative ccntent area essays support their claims with clear reasons and

relevant evidence. Students will lisiten w two mentor texts and write notes about the facts and evidence
provided by the authors.

New Jersey Student Lea: nivig Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.£5.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Stral:gics: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print ¢nd Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze
and Evalucte Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present
Informetion, ».dapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of

Zn.JLAge, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use:
Imerpretive Meaning

Day 4: Author’s Craft in ntent Area Argumentative E

Rationale: Writers of argumentative essays establish and maintain a formal style and use narrative
techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection to engage and inform their readers and
convince them to support their opinions. Students will learn how writers determine the style and
techniques that will best engage their readers, convey their opinions, and help readers understand and




agree with their claims. Students will acquire and use grade-appropriate general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Tin.<
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media an
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and tise: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Day 5: A Close Look at Structure

Rationale: Writers of argumentative content area essays have a specific str.cture—introduce their
thesis or claim, include body paragraphs that support the claim using relevziit evidence, acknowledge
and distinguish alternative or opposing claims, and, finally, conclude with support of the argument
presented. Students will use mentor essays to examine the structure and various components that
make up a discipline-specific content (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects,
English/Language Arts) argumentative essay.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; \W."N.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.+; CL.UM.8.5; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3; L.VI.8.4

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Writ: Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, at.ei' Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analvze ai.d cvaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Preser(~xfcrmation, Include Multimedia Components, System and
Structure of English Language, Usie kiiowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning, Vocabulary, Acquisi.'o:i and Use: Interpretive Meaning

Mini-Lessons
Generating ldeas |: i9pics That Matter

Rationale: Araumentative essayists write about discipline-specific topics (e.g., social studies, science,
technical suh=ct3, English/Language Arts) that are important to them in hopes of educating and
persuading ar. audience of readers to take their side. Students will begin to generate ideas about
injustize s they are passionate about and will explore the difference between an injustice and an
irconvaonience.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze
and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present




Information, Include Multimedia Components, System and Structure of English Language, Use
Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Generating Ideas Il: Around Our World

Rationale: Argumentative essayists write about current and newsworthy discipline-specific topics (e.g.,
social studies, science, technical subjects, English/Language Arts) they are passionate about, state
their opinion or claim, and develop an argument that will persuade their readers to take action for the'r
cause. Students will brainstorm environmental issues they feel strongly about and on which they ould
want their readers to take action.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; WWR.8.5; W.S5c.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2, L.\'L.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, EJdit =nd Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, \V''ritv Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presenicu in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedie Coriponents, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocat:u'rry, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning

Generating Ideas lll: Our Controversial World

Rationale: Argumentative essayists choose controvarsizi topics that can be argued one way or
another. Students will brainstorm discipline-specifi~ 1opics (e.g., social studies, science, technical
subjects, English/Language Arts) they feel str\ng'y about and on which they would want their readers
to take action.

New Jersey Student Learning Staracrus: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2: SL =5.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Wr.'2 Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Resear.n Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate E'fecuvely, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Spoakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meaning

Selecting. Tt e Most Important Issue

Raid'onale: Selecting a topic and presenting a claim that one is passionate about and can support with
fac’s and evidence is the first step in writing effective argumentative essays. Students will consider the
passion they have for their discipline-specific topics (e.g., social studies, science, technical subjects,
English/Language Arts) and the amount of evidence they feel they can research for each one, and then
they will select one of the ideas as the topic for their essays.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2




Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Present Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Collecting I: Stating Your Claim by Crafting a Thesi

Rationale: Once argumentative essayists state their claim or thesis, they are able to focus their
research-gathering to address their claim with clear reasons and relevant evidence. Students \vill raft
a thesis statement for their essays and begin to plan the kind of research they will need to Jo .» gather
relevant evidence and develop their argument.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE 8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; SL.I.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6;L.8S.8.1; L.KL.8.2; LVL.. 3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Co.>uuct Research Projects,
Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames. r'an cipate Effectively, Analyze
and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, —:aiuate Speakers, Present
Information, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure c¢i Cngiish Language, Use Knowledge of
Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal Meanirg

Collecting ll: Research My Position

Rationale: Argumentative essay writers gather re!=-ant information from multiple print and digital
sources. Students will discuss and plan hov' t':ey san gather research to develop their argument and
persuade their readers. Students will supp2rt clzim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence,
using relevant, accurate data and eviderice thiat demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text,
using credible sources.

New Jersey Student Learnii.a Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL..' 8.2; 5L.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategie<: W.iie Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conc"ici = esearch Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Particiy ate Zffectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Eva uate Speakers, Present Information, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech
According;: + t'ystem and Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Caoi'ecting lll: Using Secondary Sources

Rationale: A well-written, focused argumentative essay requires factual support. Students will use
secondary sources to collect relevant research and effectively support their views or claims. Students
will support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using relevant, accurate data and
evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.1.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3




Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning

Collecting IV: Anticipating Counterarguments

Rationale: When writing an argumentative essay, writers must anticipate counterargumen. ti.~t
readers may be familiar with when defending their positions. Students will develop a lict of andcipated
arguments against their positions, evaluate the arguments, assess whether the reaso.uny) is sound and
the evidence is relevant, and refute those arguments that are ineffective in order to Colidify their
positions.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; WWP.E. %, W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.1.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.S5.8.; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explai.atory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Ulaitar Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Infcrmation Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Include Multimedia Comzanaonts, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of 1.angzage, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning

Collecting V: Interviewing “Experts”

Rationale: When collecting evidence: 1or u powerful argumentative essay, writers often use quotes and
other information collected by inte 'v.ewing “experts” connected to their topics in order to help convince
their readers. Students will co.s.u>r who might be experts on their topics and formulate questions they
can ask to gather factual, 1:stha:d, and interesting information to support their claims. Students will
support claim(s) with log'c.' rzasoning and relevant evidence, using relevant, accurate data and
evidence that demoncstraic an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.

New Jersey Studer.« Learning Standards: W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6; W.RW.8.7;
SL.PE.8.1; Sl 11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills ena Sv-ategies: Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise Accordingly, Conduct
Rccoecrch Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time Frames, Participate
Encctively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and Formats, Evaluate
Speakers, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and Structure of
English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Drafting I: Organizing My Support

Rationale: Once argumentative essayists collect their research, they need to organize their notes,
establish a formal writing style, and follow an essay structure. Students will consider the components




and structure of argumentative essays and review the research they have collected as they prepare to
draft.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.II.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.1

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Tin.<
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media an
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, Sy::tei1 and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Drafting ll: Introducing Your Claim

Rationale: Writers of discipline-specific (e.g., social studies, science, technical <'ib,=cts,
English/Language Arts) argumentative essays need to engage and orient their 1;aders and establish a
context in their opening paragraph(s) to give readers background informat.Zi about their topics.
Students need to introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledy > aid distinguish the claim(s)
from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and eviu=nce logically. Students will try
various introductions to engage their readers and entice them t¢ conunue reading their essays.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.&.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; C'..\S.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write In‘~rmative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gatt.ar >rint and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze arA t/aluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Include Muhimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use '\1.nwiedge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning

Drafting Ill: Parting Wora -~

Rationale: Argument:itive essayists provide a conclusion that sums up the main points of their essays
and drives their opinius home to the readers. Students will review the characteristics of a strong
conclusion and craft their own.

New Jers.v Jtudent Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.&.7, S...PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.PI.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.5S.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Sklls and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Revising I: Smooth and Steady—Using Transition Words and Phrases




Rationale: Writers use appropriate and varied transition words and phrases to create cohesion and
clarify relationships among claims, counterarguments, reasons, and evidence. Students will review and
revise their drafts to include transition words and phrases for cohesion and fluency. Students will
analyze the impact or specific word choices on meaning and tone. Students will establish and maintain
a formal or academic style, approach, and form.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extcanaod Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Divers= [1edia and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accoruinigiy, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisiacn and Use: Literal
Meaning

Revising lI: Engage Your Readers

Rationale: Argumentative essayists use precise words and phrases :levant detail, and sensory
language to engage and convince readers to agree with their argument. Students will look at the words
they have chosen to ensure that their passion and commitricnt tu their topics come through. Students
will acquire and use grade-appropriate general academic and aomain-specific words and phrases.
Students will analyze the impact or specific word choiccs ¢ meaning and tone. Students will establish
and maintain a formal or academic style, approach, anJ form.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: V. A\".8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.2; S. ~1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Argume:n.s, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Pro,ecis, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectiveiy ‘ai.alyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speake:, Inciude Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Lanqguog:z, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning

Editing I: You Can Juote Me

Rationale. W -iters of argumentative essays need to use text citations when they use specific quotes
from reearci sources. Students will review the way in which quotes are properly cited from pieces of
teaw in arder to avoid plagiarism and to follow a standard format for citations.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and




Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning

Editing II: A Final Edit

Rationale: Writers use various tools and resources when editing their writing. With some guidance
from peers (and adults), students will strengthen their writing by using an editing checklist to ensure
that their readers understand their purpose without being distracted by mechanical errors. Students .vill
recognize and apply spelling conventions. Students will establish and maintain a formal or acadeinic
style, approach, and form.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; WWP.8.4; WWR.8.5; W.S5c.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2

Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, EJdit =nd Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, \V''ritv Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presenicu in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Cne:zch Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language

Publishing I: E Extra! Adding Text F

Rationale: Many content area argumentative essays includa text features either before or after the
actual essays that enhance the presentation and he'o w1z readers have a deeper understanding of the
topic. Students will consider various types of text ‘=Ztures for their essays and where they might include
them.

New Jersey Student Learning Stand~a:: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.E.5.8.5; SL.P1.8.4; SL.UM.8.5; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2;
L.VL.8.3

Skills and Strategies: Wr.'2 Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Resear.n Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate E'fecuvely, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Spoakers, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of Eng''sh Lariguage, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning

Publislin1 12 Author’s Note

Ra‘ionale: Writers use an Author’s Note to provide information about themselves and their topics,
which makes the readers feel more connected to the writer and helps convince them to agree with the
stated position. Students will craft an Author’s Note to include in their essays.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: W.AW.8.1; W.IW.8.2; W.WP.8.4; W.WR.8.5; W.SE.8.6;
W.RW.8.7; SL.PE.8.1; SL.11.8.2; SL.ES.8.3; SL.P1.8.4; SL.AS.8.6; L.SS.8.1; L.KL.8.2; L.VL.8.3




Skills and Strategies: Write Arguments, Write Informative/Explanatory Texts, Edit and Revise
Accordingly, Conduct Research Projects, Gather Print and Digital Sources, Write Over Extended Time
Frames, Participate Effectively, Analyze and Evaluate Information Presented in Diverse Media and
Formats, Evaluate Speakers, Include Multimedia Components, Adapt Speech Accordingly, System and
Structure of English Language, Use Knowledge of Language, Vocabulary, Acquisition and Use: Literal
Meaning

Student Self-Reflection

Rationale: Self-reflection is a critical stage of the writing process, and thinking about what has be=n
achieved in the past can help writers improve their future writing. Students will read their ecsay< as well
as the essays of their classmates to review and reflect on what they have learned and accomplished.

Assessment:
Benchmark: Benchmark Argument Essay

Formative: Observations, Teacher-Student Conferences, Student-Sture: t Conferences,
Turn-and-Talks, Written Responses, Writer’'s Notebook Checklists, Seif-+ ssessment Tools, Student
Performance Checklists, Sticky Notes, Reflection Sheets, Goal Sha<ts, IXL

Summative: Written Pieces (Prompts) and Published Argumant essay

Supplemental Materials:
Argument Rubric

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student recdiness/interest/learning profile, IEP, ELL, and/or
G&T:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordinqs instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio nooks, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions
Use alternate te:‘ts at lower readability level
Work with few=r items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magr. ficaudn device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use aria.n amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may’ I “auire teacher use of microphone)
Re qiven a written list of instructions
Recoid a lesson, instead of taking notes
rave another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
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e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technology, or native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give responses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather than on an answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
e Work or take a test in a different setting, such as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for example, near the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group setting
Use sensory tools such as an exercise band that can be looped around a ci.air’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it and quietly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such as headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
o Take more time to complete a task or a test
e Have extra time to process oral information and directions
e Take frequent breaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accommodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Take a test in several timed sessions or over sceral days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
e Take a test at a specific time of day
Organization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time manag-=rnent
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assicnimeats in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruct.on
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or “ifferznt homework problems than peers
e Write shorter pane:s
e Answer fewer or uiiferent test questions
e Create aliernat2 projects or assignments
Curriculum Mc:!ifications
e Learr aifferent material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
tc fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a sore skill)
e Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

Differentiate Instruction:
Instruction will vary according to student readiness/interest/learning profile and 504:

Presentation Accommodations
e Listen to audio recordings instead of reading text
e Learn content from audio books, movies, videos and digital media instead of reading print
versions




Use alternate texts at lower readability level
Work with fewer items per page or line and/or materials in a larger print size
Use magnification device, screen reader, or Braille / Nemeth Code
Use audio amplification device (e.g., hearing aid(s), auditory trainer, sound-field system (which
may require teacher use of microphone)
Be given a written list of instructions
Record a lesson, instead of taking notes
Have another student share class notes with one another
Be given an outline of a lesson
Be given a copy of teacher’s lecture notes
Be given a study guide to assist in preparing for assessments
Use visual presentations of verbal material, such as word webs and visual organizers
Use manipulatives to teach or demonstrate concepts
e Have curriculum materials translated into native language
Response Accommodations
e Use sign language, a communication device, Braille, other technologV, ¢ native language other
than English
Dictate answers to a scribe
Capture responses on an audio recorder
Use a spelling dictionary or electronic spell-checker
Use a word processor to type notes or give resporses in class
Use a calculator or table of “math facts”
e Respond directly in the test booklet rather thar: 2y =n answer sheet.
Setting Accommodations
Work or take a test in a different setting, ¢''ch as a quiet room with few distractions
Sit where he learns best (for examrple, neor the teacher, away from distractions)
Use special lighting or acoustics
Take a test in small group settirg
Use sensory tools such as a’ vxercise band that can be looped around a chair’s legs (so
fidgety kids can kick it anc quictly get their energy out)
e Use noise buffers such a5 headphones, earphones, or earplugs
Timing Accommodations
e Take more time to ~o.nplete a task or a test
e Have extra tine tu process oral information and directions
e Take freqirenu! reaks, such as after completing a task
Scheduling Accom.nodations
e Take more time to complete a project
e Tuc<e atestin several timed sessions or over several days
e Take sections of a test in a different order
» Take a test at a specific time of day
Oryanization Skills Accommodations
e Use an alarm to help with time management
e Mark texts with a highlighter
e Have help coordinating assignments in a book or planner
e Receive study skills instruction
Assignment Modifications
e Complete fewer or different homework problems than peers




o Write shorter papers

e Answer fewer or different test questions

e Create alternate projects or assignments

Curriculum Modifications

e Learn different material (such as continuing to work on multiplication while classmates move on
to fractions, or moving ahead to an extension concept/skill while classmates continue to work
on a core skill)

o Get graded or assessed using a different standard than the one for classmate

8.1 Computer Science & Design Thinking Technology:
e 8.1.8.CS.1: Recommend improvements to computing devices in order to improve \"e vays
users interact with the devices.
e 8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools tr ™uke it usable
for a specific purpose.

9.1 Personal Financial Literacy Standard Infusion:
e Students can research topics related to financial literacy and financia: literacy management.

9.2 Career Awareness Infusion:
The mentor texts deal with young adults facing adulthood and his/he: -.ptions for the future.
e 9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional carcars have evolved regionally,
nationally, and globally.
e 0.2.8.B.5 Analyze labor market trends using state ana “zderal labor market information and
other resources available online.
e 9.2.8.B.6 Demonstrate understanding of the n=cessary preparation and legal requirements to
enter the workforce.

Science - MS-ESS3-D Global Climat: Change, LS2.C Ecosystem Dynamics,
Functioning, and Resilience Infuzio.:
e Students can research and select (opics based around environmental issues.
e Students can generate an argument in support of increased efforts for environmental
conservation.

LGBTQ Awareness lifusicn:
e Students can reseai ~h and select topics based around LGBTQ inclusion, awareness, and
legislation.

Social Emotio.‘al_i earning:
e Self-Awcreness
o - Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts
o Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges
e Sclt-Management
o Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals
o Identify and apply ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative methods
to achieve one’s goals
e Social Awareness
o Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
o Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrounds
o Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ
e Responsible Decision Making
o Develop, implement, and model effective problem-solving and critical thinking skills



http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf

o

Identify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive
choices

Relationship Skills

(¢]

Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others




